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ExSC 8169-B

1200 G Street, NW
P:
202-628-6380

Suite 500

F:
202-393-5453

Washington, DC  20005
W:
www.atis.org

Anne Caldas 
Recording Secretary of the ANSI Executive Standards Council (ExSC)  

Dear Anne: 


The Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions (ATIS) is pleased to provide its comments in response to the Announcement of Proposed Procedural Revisions published in the July 8, 2011, Standards Action.  ATIS urges the ExSC not to accept the proposed procedural revision regarding the ANSI Essential Requirements (ER) Section 2.5.

This proposed procedural revision, which would establish a five year shelf life for Project Initiation Notification System (PINS), would adversely affect Standards Development Organizations (SDOs) and could frustrate the development of standards that address complex or controversial issues.  The following example specific to ATIS may be illustrative of the potential adverse impact of the proposed revision: 

In September of 2009, an ATIS Committee outlined the development of five American National Standards (ANS) as a part of a series.  Per the existing ER, PINS were submitted for each of those documents at that time the project was initiated.  This series of standards involves a highly controversial/complex area and significant discussions have taken place to ensure that the standards reflect the consensus of the industry.  As a result, only three of these standards have been sent to ballot since 2009 and it is not unrealistic for the development of the remaining two standards to carry over into late 2014.  If the proposed revision was put into effect, the remaining two PINS would expire despite the significant efforts of the industry to progress work on this topic.  Considering the ‘worst case scenario’ –  if the ballot time frame (and the aligned submittal of the BSR8) falls one month after the PINS had expired (September 2014) – the PINS process would have to start all over again, therefore potentially delaying the standard by over thirty days.

It is ATIS’ understanding that a number of other fellow SDOs, which belong to the ANSI Organization Member Forum (OMF), have concerns along similar lines.  If a PINS is issued at the beginning of the process for complex or controversial issues (including those that may involve time-consuming steps such as testing, polling, etc. prior to the completion of the proposed standard) and the PINS expires, a new PINS notification would be needed.  The new PINS would include a new opportunity for public comments, which could further delay the development of ANS and jeopardize industry efforts.  

ATIS also notes that the proposed revision could discourage the timely submission of PINS and/or make it difficult to comply with the existing ER requirement that a notification via the PINS form (or its equivalent) be transmitted “…[a]t the initiation of a project to develop or revise an American National Standard..”  By establishing a hard expiration date for PINS, organizations may be incented to delay the submission of PINS or to avoid the establishment of ANS’ on controversial or complex issues.

ATIS acknowledges that there may be a benefit in limiting the shelf life of PINS.  Therefore, if the ExSC believes that an expiration date for PINS is necessary, then ATIS proposes that an opportunity be provided for SDOs to extend this expiration date if they can present evidence that there has been “significant” progress in the development of an ANS.  ATIS would recommend that, as part of this process, ANSI notify SDOs (at least 90 days, but no more than one year, in advance) of the expiration of a PINS.  The PINS would automatically expire unless the SDO requests an extension.  Any requests for an extension should be required to be listed in Standards Action and other interested parties would be able to suggest a deliberation with the SDO to avoid any potential conflict/duplication. 

ATIS appreciates the opportunity to provide its input on this matter.  If you have any questions regarding this matter, please let me know.

Best Regards, 
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Jean-Paul Emard, ATIS Director of Industry Forums  

CC: 

T. Goode, ATIS General Counsel 

K. Conn, ATIS Administrator for Standards Process and Publications 
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