
 

 

 

Date: March 22, 2018 

To:   ANSI PSA Department at psa@ansi.org via Email 

From:   Dan Bart, President and CEO Valley View Corporation 

RE:  ANSI Standards Action, February 16, 2018, ExSC_027_2018, SAV4907, page 26, proposed revision 
to the ANSI Essential Requirements, Section 3.1 ANSI Patent Policy – Inclusion of Patents in American 
National Standards. 

These Comments are filed by Valley View Corporation (“VVC”) on behalf of itself and its President and 
not on behalf of any client of Valley View Corporation. 

Dan Bart, Valley View’s President, participated in the IPRPC Task Force that was formed during the 
October 6-7, 2016 IPRPC meeting and studied the issues regarding whether updated Letters of 
Assurance (“LoAs”) should be required for revisions or reaffirmations of American National Standards 
(“ANSs”).  As stated in the ANSI Standards Action Notice, the IPRPC concluded that:  “updated patent 
letters of assurance are required only for revisions and only with respect to new revised text in a 
proposed American National Standard (ANS) that contains an essential patent claim.  Updated patent 
letters of assurance are not required for reaffirmations of existing ANS, as a reaffirmation by definition 
means that no substantive changes to the ANS have been incorporated.” 
 
The Task Force considered carefully all of the issues related to this proposed change and came up with 
the language that is in the Standards Action Notice.  That language was balloted in the IPRPC via Letter 
Ballot LB-546 with 24 Yes Votes and 8 No Votes, thus passing with the affirmative vote of 75% of the 
Voting IPRPC members and satisfying the Supermajority requirement set forth in the IPRPC Operating 
Procedures in Section 5, Voting Requirements for changes to the ANSI Patent Policy. 
 
This change to the ANSI Patent Policy is well supported by the Experts on the IPRPC who are tasked by 
the ANSI Bylaws and Constitution Section 7.05 to develop Institute policies related to IPR like the ANSI 
Patent Policy:  “The Intellectual Property Rights Policy Committee shall also be responsible for 
developing Institute positions on issues relating to the incorporation of essential patents or other 
proprietary intellectual property in national, regional or international standards … .” 

In conclusion, the Executive Standards Council (“ExSC”) should send this revision of the ANSI Patent 
Policy and the ANSI Essential Requirements forward for final approval by the National Policy Committee 
so it can be included in the January 1, 2019 version of the ANSI Essential Requirements. 

 


