ExSC 027 2018
February 16, 2018 ANSI Standards Action

Proposed Revision to the ANSI Essential Requirements
(www.ansi.org/essentialrequirements)
Section 3.1 ANSI Patent Policy — Inclusion of Patents in American National Standards

The revision below to 3.1 ANSI patent policy within the ANSI Essential Requirements
(www.ansi.org/essentialrequirements) was proposed to the ANSI Executive Standards Council
(ExSC) by the IPRPC. This proposed revision is intended to reflect the understanding, concerning
revisions and reaffirmations, that updated patent letters of assurance are required only for
revisions and only with respect to new revised text in a proposed American National Standard
(ANS) that contains an essential patent claim. Updated patent letters of assurance are not
required for reaffirmations of existing ANS, as a reaffirmation by definition means that no
substantive changes to the ANS have been incorporated.

Public comments received in connection with this proposed revision will be made available to the
public, with attribution, in the ANSI Online public library one week after the close of the public
comment deadline. The ANSI ExSC typically considers all public comments received by the
comment deadline at its next regularly scheduled meeting. Thereafter, all commenters will be
provided with a written disposition of their respective comments.

Public Comments are due to psa@ansi.org by March 26, 2018.

3.1 ANSI patent policy - Inclusion of Patents in American National Standards

There is no objection in principle to drafting an American National Standard (ANS) in
terms that include the use of an essential patent claim (one whose use would be
required for compliance with that standard) if it is considered that technical reasons
justify this approach.

Participants in the ASD/ANSI standards development process are encouraged to
bring patents with claims believed to be essential to the attention of the ANSI-
Accredited Standards Developer (ASD).

If an ASD receives a notice that a proposed, revised or ANS-erar approved ANS may
require the use of such a patent claim that is not already covered by an existing
assurance, the procedures in this clause shall be followed.




