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From: Dina Kallay [mailto:dina.kallay@ericsson.com]

Sent: Monday, March 26, 2018 12:57 PM

To: PSA Department <PSA@ansi.org>

Subject: Comment re Propose Revision of ANSI ERs Section 3.1 [Please confirm receipt by return email]

Dear Members of the ANSI Executive Standards Council (“ExSC”):

I write in support of the proposed amendment to the ANSI Patent Policy as published on February
16 2018 volume of ANSI Standards Action (available at
https://share.ansi.org/Shared%20Documents/Standards%20Action/2018-PDFs/SAV4907.pdf). 1
am a member of ANSI’s IPRPC and, together with ExSC Vice Chair Neil Bogatz, served as co-
chair the IPRPC Task Force that worked on developing this amendment text.

The IPRPC passed the proposed amendment to the ANSI Patent Policy by a Supermajority vote
as required by the IPRPC Operating Procedures in Section 5, Voting Requirements for changes to
the ANSI Patent Policy. Moreover, the proposed amendment brings clarity to ASDs and their
members to address when updated patent letters of assurance are required.

The proposed amendment came after ANSI Staff posed the following question to the IPRPC on
October 6, 2016:

“A question has arisen whether, if the ERs change after an ANS is first approved, must a ANSI-
Accredited Developer (ASD) seeking to reaffirm or revise its ANS comply with the earlier or
most recent version of the ERs?”

See “Discussion on ANS Revisions/Reaffirmations and the ANSI Patent Policy Presented” by
Patricia A. Griffin, Oct. 6, 2016,
https://connect.ansi.org/pcc/ipr/Intellectual%20Property%20Rights%20Policy%20Committee/IP
RPC%20428%20(Ag.%20Item%202.2)%20-
%20Report%200n%20ANS%20Revisions_Reaffirmations%20TF.pdf.

At that October 2016 IPRPC meeting, a dedicated task force was established to discuss these
issues. Like all IPRPC taskforces, and in line with the openness principles that guides ANSI,
participation in the task force was open to all. The task force conducted its work during many
months and also received input from the IPRPC during the May 18-19 2017 IPRPC meeting at
which time additional IPRPC members joined it.

As stated in the ANSI Standards Action, the IPRPC Taskfroce concluded that: “updated patent
letters of assurance are required only for revisions and only with respect to new revised text in a
proposed American National Standard (ANS) that contains an essential patent claim. Updated
patent letters of assurance are not required for reaffirmations of existing ANS, as a reaffirmation
by definition means that no substantive changes to the ANS have been incorporated.”

I believe the proposed amendment, developed over months of work by the IPRPC Taskforce,
clarifies for ASDs and its members that the burden of filing multiple patent letters of assurance for
the same essential patent claim(s) is unnecessary. I therefore support it and urge you to do the
same.

Thank you for your consideration,
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