
� 
� Fraunhofer 

Munich, 5 October 2018 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

By email: psa@ansi.org 

Fraunhofer response to call for public comments in respect of proposed revisions to the 
ANSI Essential Requirements 

A. Opening Remarks

We commend the ANSI for its engagement with a broad range of stakeholders in the consideration 
of proposed revisions to the ANSI Essential Requirements. We take this opportunity to comment 
on the proposed amendment to the ANSI Patent Policy (section 3.1 ANSI Essential 
Requirements) and the proposal to review the category of parties that can appeal the approval of 
a standard as an American National Standard (ANS) and file the withdrawal for cause of an ANS 
(Section 4.2.1.3.4 ANSI Essential Requirements). 

The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft (Fraunhofer)1 is Germany's and Europe's largest industrial research
organisation and has been actively contributing to international dialogue on the relevance of good 
governance in standardisation and the importance of intellectual property law in the context of 
high-technology strategies and innovation ecosystems. 

Fraunhofer has very strong cooperation ties with the United States of America, including through 
its subsidiary Fraunhofer USA. This includes activities as a developer and holder of all types of 
intellectual property, including standard essential patents and other forms of intellectual property 
which have the potential for global adoption. From these activities, Fraunhofer has participated 
in many licensing programs developed to implement world-class, global technology solutions to 
ultimately serve societal benefit and advancement. Fraunhofer welcomes the opportunity to 
contribute to this important review and discussion. 

B. Comments on ExSC_112_2018 - Proposed amendment to the ANSI Patent Policy

It is proposed to amend section 3.1.2 of the ANSI Essential Requirements to provide that: 

Fraunhofer undertakes applied research of direct utility to private and public enterprise and of 
wide benefit to society. With a workforce of over 25,000 and an annual research budget of €2,3 
billion, the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft is Europe's largest organization for applied research, and 
currently operates a total of 72 institutes and research units. The organization's research focuses 
on the needs of people in the areas of healthcare, security, communication, mobility, energy and 
the environment. Fraunhofer's international sites and its representative offices act as a bridge to 
the regions of greatest importance to scientific progress and economic development. See also 
https://www.fraunhofer.org/ for specific details of Fraunhofer's activities in India. 
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