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This proposed revision to clause 2.3 Balance of the ANSI Essential Requirements:  Due process requirements for American National Standards is intended to clarify the requirements relative to interest categories and the relationship between interest categories, i.e., that the interest categories definitions must be a reliable, definitive and discreet. The proposal is not intended to limit the number of potential interest categories but to aid in the understanding of the requirements relative to American National Standards.

2.3
Balance

Historically the criteria for balance are that a) no single interest category constitutes more than one‑third of the membership of a consensus body dealing with safety-related standards or b) no single interest category constitutes a majority of the membership of a consensus body dealing with other than safety-related standards.

The interest categories appropriate to the development of consensus in any given standards activity are a function of the nature of the standards being developed.  Interest categories shall be discretely defined, cover all materially affected parties and differentiate each category from the other categories. and sSuch definitions shall be available upon request.  In defining the interest categories appropriate to a standards activity, consideration shall be given to at least the following:
a)
producer;

b)
user;

c)
general interest.

Where appropriate, additional interest categories should be considered.

(No further revisions are proposed to this clause.)

� Further interest categories that may be used to categorize directly and materially affected persons consist of, but are not limited to, the following:  a) Consumer; b) Directly affected public; c) Distributor and retailer; d) Industrial/commercial; e) Insurance; f)  Labor; g) Manufacturer;  h) Professional society; I) Regulatory agency; j) Testing laboratory; k) Trade association.





