This proposed revision to the ANSI Essential Requirements is intended, in part, to ensure that there is not a prohibition on some acceptable uses of a developer’s trademark in the text of a standard, such as normative references to standards that include the trademark as part of the name or designation.  It is also intended to restore flexibility, consistent with the goal of the ANSI Essential Requirements.
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3.2 Commercial terms and conditions

Provisions involving business relations between buyer and seller such as guarantees, warranties, and other commercial terms and conditions shall not be included in an American National Standard.  Generally, Iit is not acceptable to include proper names or trademarks of specific companies or organizations in the text of a standard or in an annex (or the equivalent).,  It is not acceptable to include manufacturer lists, service provider lists, or similar material in the text of a standard or in an annex (or the equivalent).  Where a sole source exists for essential equipment, materials or services necessary to determine compliance with the standard, it is permissible to supply the name and address of the source in a footnote or informative annex as long as the words “or the equivalent” are added to the reference.  In connection with standards that relate to the determination of whether products or services conform to one or more standards, the process or criteria for determining conformity can be standardized as long as the description of the process or criteria is limited to technical and engineering concerns and does not include what would otherwise be a commercial term or proper name.

