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These proposed revisions include the revision of clause 3.3 of the ANSI Essential Requirements and the addition of clause 4.4  to the ANSI Auditing Policy and Procedures.  These revisions are consistent with the revisions made in 2004 to clause 3.3 Evidence of compliance of the ANSI Essential Requirements.

Proposed revision to the ANSI Essential Requirements:
3.3 
Evidence of compliance 

ANSI-accredited standards developers shall retain records to demonstrate compliance with all aspects of these and the developer’s accredited procedures.  Such records shall be available for audit as directed by the ANSI Executive Standards Council (ExSC). 

An ANSI-accredited standards developer has three options relative to new, revised or reaffirmed American National Standards maintained under the periodic maintenance option (see 4.7.1):

1. Records shall be retained for one complete standards cycle, or until the standard is revised.  

2. Records shall be retained based on the formula established by the ANSI ExSC as set-forth in the ANSI Auditing Policy and Procedures.

3. A developer that does not wish to retain records for one complete standards cycle or until the standard is revised choose option 1 or option 2 will be audited more frequently and shall retain all records for all standards approved
 as ANS subsequent to the most recent ANSI audit until completion of the current audit. 

An ANSI-accredited standards developer has three options relative to new, revised or reaffirmed American National Standards maintained under the continuous maintenance option (see 4.7.2):

1. Records shall be retained for a minimum of five (5) years or until approval of the subsequent revision or reaffirmation of the complete standard  

2. Records shall be retained based on the formula established by the ANSI ExSC as set-forth in the ANSI Auditing Policy and Procedures

3. A developer that does not wish to retain records for one complete standards cycle or until the standard is revised choose option 1 or option will be audited more frequently and shall retain all records for all standards approved as ANS subsequent to the most recent ANSI audit until completion of the current audit. 

Records concerning withdrawals of all American National Standards shall be retained for at least five years from the date of withdrawal or for a duration consistent with the audit schedule.

Proposed revision to the ANSI Auditing Policy and Procedures:
4.4 Evidence of Compliance Audit Sample Selection Formula

This formula provides the option to establish a sample of records subject to audit on an ongoing basis within a five-year window, thus allowing the standards developer to discard records immediately that are not included in the sample.  The standards developer shall notify the ANSI Audit Director of their interest in utilizing this option and the ANSI Audit Director shall notify the ANSI ExSC accordingly.  Unless the ANSI ExSC objects to the standards developer’s request based on accreditation or audit related issues, the ANSI Audit Director shall establish an agreement with the standards developer to implement this option.
The standards developer shall submit periodically, based on an agreed upon schedule, a list of standards that have been approved as American National Standards and that satisfy the established criteria.  The standards developer shall report to ANSI additions to this list, but shall not delete standards from the list without prior approval by ANSI.  The ANSI Audit Director shall identify the standards that will be subject to audit based upon established criteria and so notify the standards developer in a timely manner.  The standards developer is required to retain records for all standards selected for audit.

The following criteria has been established for those standards developers selecting this option:

1)
Standards developer shall retain records related to 25% of all American National Standards approved since the last audit;
2)
Standards developer shall retain records for standards with unresolved objections (from consensus body and/or public review) such that standards with unresolved objections constitute 25% of all standards for which records are retained or records for all standards with unresolved objections, whichever is fewer;

3)
Standards developer shall retain records for a minimum of one standard, and preferably two or more standards as specified by the ANSI Audit Director, from each consensus body, committee or subcommittee that has produced one or more standards approved since the previous audit;
4)
Standards developer shall retain records for a minimum of one standard, and preferably two or more standards as specified by the ANSI Audit Director, from each of the different product, service, or technical areas addressed by the standards program;

In addition:
5)
Standards developer shall retain records of all appeals including records of the entire related standards development process since the last audit:

6)
Standards developer shall retain records for any interpretations issued since the last audit, whether for standards approved prior to or since the last audit;

7)
Standards developer shall retain records for any standard approved since the last audit that included patent issues; and
8)
Standards developer shall retain records for any standards approved since the last audit that are sponsored jointly with another organization, whether or not the organization is accredited by ANSI as a standards developer.
� Approved:  the approval process and appeals processes at ANSI have concluded.





