These proposed revisions to the appeals processes associated with the ANSI Board of Standards Review (BSR) and the ANSI Executive Standards Council (ExSC), respectively, eliminates the fee reduction option.  In practice, unless appeals are very small, submittal of electronic documentation in support of an appeal can result in significant duplication costs for ANSI.  Further, the filing fee associated with appeals to ANSI is minimal and is not related to the actual cost incurred in implementing the appeals process.  
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Operating Procedures of the ANSI Board of Standards Review

7.2   Appeals mechanism

The appeal and all related materials shall be filed in writing with the secretary of the BSR within fifteen (15) working days after receipt of notification by ANSI of an action by the BSR. If the appellant is unable to provide all the appeals materials within the fifteen (15) working days, the appellant shall request an extension from the Secretary of the BSR, and shall provide a justification therefor, within the fifteen (15) working days, or shall forfeit the right to further appeal.  The appeals materials shall be accompanied by a filing fee.  This fee may be waived or reduced upon sufficient evidence of hardship.  In addition, this fee may be reduced either if, in accordance with specifications provided by the ANSI Director of Procedures and Standards Administration, (a) the appeals statement, including all back-up material, is submitted entirely in electronic format or (b) twenty-five (25) hard copies of all appeals materials are submitted.  The appeal shall include a statement with evidence as to why the action of the BSR should be modified. The respondent(s) shall be notified of an appeal and be given fifteen (15) working days after receipt of such notification to submit to ANSI a statement with evidence in opposition to the appeal. If the respondent is unable to provide a complete response within the fifteen (15) working days, the respondent shall request an extension from the Secretary of the BSR, and shall provide a justification therefor, within the fifteen (15) working days, or shall forfeit the right to respond. Extensions of time to submit an appeal statement or response shall be granted at the discretion of the chairperson of the BSR or, if the Chairperson is unavailable, by the Secretary of the BSR.  The original action of the BSR shall stand until all levels of appeal at ANSI have been completed unless the BSR determines otherwise.  No party to an appeal may communicate with any member of the BSR while the matter is pending.

Operating Procedures of the ANSI Executive Standards Council

17   ExSC hearing of appeals
All directly and materially affected persons (organizations, companies, government agencies, individuals etc.) have the right to appeal actions or inactions of the ExSC or its designee.  The ExSC may also hear appeals remanded or referred to the ExSC by the ANSI Appeals Board.  Hearing of appeals by the ExSC shall be handled by a panel of at least five ExSC voting members established for each appeal.  If five members of the ExSC are not available to serve on the panel, the Chair or the Vice Chair of the ExSC may appoint one or more additional panel members who shall be persons knowledgeable about the ANSI Essential Requirements:  Due process requirements for American National Standards (ANSI Essential Requirements) and the standards development process.  Such appointment(s) of non-ExSC members shall be with the concurrence of all parties to the appeal.  A majority of the members of the panel shall be members of the ExSC.     

An appeal shall be initiated by written notice of appeal to the Secretary of the ExSC.  All appeals, and all related materials, shall be filed in writing with the secretary of the ExSC within fifteen (15) working days of notification by ANSI of an action by the ExSC or its designee, or at any time with respect to an inaction. If the appellant is unable to provide all the appeals materials within the fifteen (15) working days, the appellant shall request an extension from the Secretary of the ExSC, and shall provide a justification therefor, within the fifteen (15) working days, or shall forfeit the right to further appeal.  The appeals materials shall be accompanied by a filing fee.  This fee may be waived or reduced upon sufficient evidence of hardship.  In addition, this fee shall be reduced if, in accordance with specifications provided by the ANSI Director of Procedures and Standards Administration, either (a) the appeals statement, including all back-up material, is submitted entirely in electronic format or (b) fifteen (15) hard copies of all appeals materials are submitted.  The notice of appeal shall specify the decision from which the appeal is taken, a short statement of the matter in controversy, the reason(s) why the appellant believes the decision is in error, and the specific relief sought by the appellant from the ExSC.

