This proposed revision to the ANSI Essential Requirements clarifies the available withdrawal options that do not require consensus body vote.
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4.2.1  Approval by the ANSI Board of Standards Review

Approval, withdrawal, revision or reaffirmation of an American National Standard by the ANSI Board of Standards Review (BSR) is based on the evidence submitted that the requirements set forth herein have been met.  

The ANSI Board of Standards Review (BSR) shall review standards submitted to ANSI with unresolved objections on record.  This includes negative consensus body votes as well as public review comments.  Standards submitted without objections may be administratively approved by the BSR. The BSR does not have jurisdiction over the standards of ANSI Audited Designators unless an ANSI Audited Designator chooses to submit one or more standards to the BSR for approval.

4.2.1.3  Criteria for withdrawal

4.2.1.3.1  Administrative withdrawal

An American National Standard shall be withdrawn five years following approval, if the standard has not been revised or reaffirmed, unless an extension has been granted by the ExSC or its designee. An American National Standard that has not been reaffirmed or revised within the five-year period, and that has been recommended for withdrawal by the ExSC or its designee, shall be withdrawn at the close of a 30-day public review notice in Standards Action.  American National Standards that have not been revised or reaffirmed within ten years from the date of their approval as American National Standards shall be withdrawn and such action shall be announced in Standards Action. 

4.2.1.3.2 Withdrawal by Accredited Standards Developer

An American National Standard must be supported by an accredited standards developer.  If an accredited standards developer wishes to withdraw its approval of one or more of its American National Standards, it may do so without a vote of the relevant consensus body.  If an accredited standards developer does withdraw one or more of its American National Standards, then the standards developer shall notify ANSI immediately and the standard shall be withdrawn in accordance with the standards developer’s accredited procedures as an ANS and announced in Standards Action.  

An American National Standard may also be withdrawn at the request of its accredited standards developer provided that the developer complied with its own procedures in making this request. Except in the case of an ANSI Audited Designator the secretary of the BSR shall review the request for withdrawal with its supporting information within 20 working days after receipt. If additional information is required, the secretary shall request such information from the developer.  If sufficient information is provided, a 60-day public review announcement shall be made in Standards Action and at the close of the 60-day period, the standard shall be withdrawn. 

Appeals of such actions shall be made to the Board of Standards Review based on procedural noncompliance.

4.2.1.3.3  Discontinuance of a standards project

An accredited standards developer may abandon the processing of a proposed new or revised American National Standard or portion thereof if it has followed its accredited procedures.  A written justification for such an action shall be made available upon receipt of any written request received by the accredited standards developer within 60 days of the date of the final action.  

Appeals of such actions shall be made to the Executive Standards Council based on procedural noncompliance.

4.2.1.3.4  Withdrawal for Cause

Requests for withdrawal of an ANS for cause shall be approved by the BSR only upon a sufficient showing that one or more of the following conditions applies:

a)
a significant conflict with another American National Standard remains;

b)
ANSI’s patent policy was violated;
c)
ANSI’s requirements for designation, publication, and maintenance were violated;

d)
an American National Standard is contrary to the public interest;

e)
an American National Standard contains unfair provisions;

f)
an American National Standard is unsuitable for national use.

Except in the case of an ANSI Audited Designator, an application for withdrawal of an American National Standard may be submitted to the BSR by any materially interested party or the ExSC.  The application shall be accompanied by a filing fee.  This fee may be waived or reduced upon sufficient evidence of hardship.  
In such cases:

a) the secretary of the BSR shall refer the request for withdrawal to the standards developer for the developer to review and respond within 30 calendar days to the requester and the secretary of the BSR;

b) if the standards developer concurs with the proposed withdrawal, public notice shall be given and the standard shall be withdrawn in accordance with the developer’s procedures;
c) if the standards developer does not concur with the proposed withdrawal, the standards developer shall inform the requester and the secretary of the BSR and include reasons; 

d) the requester shall advise the secretary of the BSR, and the developer, within 30 calendar days of their receipt of the developer’s response, either that the requestor wishes the withdrawal process to continue or not;

e) if the requester requests continuance of the withdrawal process, the matter shall be referred to the BSR via letter ballot for decision on subsequent action.

Extensions of time to submit documentation related to a withdrawal for cause shall be granted at the discretion of the chairperson of the BSR, or if the chairperson is unavailable, by the secretary of the BSR.  Extensions shall be requested prior to the deadline date and shall include a justification therefore.

If the BSR determines, based on the weight of the evidence presented, that one or more of the above-stated criteria have been satisfied, approval of the standard as an American National Standard shall be withdrawn. If the BSR determines, based on the weight of the evidence presented, that none of the above-stated criteria have been met, then approval of the standard as an American National Standard shall be maintained.  The decision of the BSR in this regard shall not be appealed to the BSR, but may be appealed to the ANSI Appeals Board pursuant to section 11, Appeals Process, of the ANSI Appeals Board Operating Procedures.

