ANSI Policy Regarding Rights to
Enter “PSDO” Agreements with ISO
________________________________________

1. Background:

1.1 Certain ANSI-accredited SDOs have requested that ANSI and ISO consider allowing a direct strategic, technical cooperation and/or commercial alliance between such SDOs and ISO.  These ANSI members have stated that a direct alliance with ISO could serve their stakeholders and promote effective and efficient use of resources available for standardization activities.

1.2 Accordingly, in light of the potential benefits that such alliances could bring to ANSI members and, in order to promote the international exchange of goods and services through the use and development of International Standards, ISO has developed a policy allowing for commercial, technical cooperation and/or strategic alliances between ISO and qualifying SDOs, which may be ANSI members.  That policy, entitled “Modalities of Cooperation between ISO and Partner Standards Developing Organizations (PSDO)” (“ISO Modalities Policy”), was approved in principle by ISO under Council Resolution 11/2004.

1.3 ANSI has also created this “ANSI Policy Regarding Rights to Enter PSDO Agreements with ISO,” which sets forth the criteria for determining which ANSI members are qualified to be advanced by ANSI for ISO/PSDO agreements and establishes the requirements to which such PSDOs will be subject.

2. Criteria for PSDO Eligibility:

2.1 A qualifying SDO must be an ANSI member in good standing, have a significant interest in the development of international standards, and agree to abide by this Policy as well as ISO’s Modalities Policy.
2.2 The subject matter of a proposed ISO/PSDO agreement must not be inconsistent with the interests of ANSI, its members and stakeholders and must contribute to the timely and efficient development or promotion of international standards. Appropriate modes of technical cooperation for an ISO/PSDO agreement might include:

· Promotion of normative referencing

· Processing of a published standard
· Cooperation in the development of an ISO International Standard

2.3 A qualifying PSDO must enter into a written agreement with ANSI relating to the proposed PSDO agreement.
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