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U.S. Standards Strategy 2025 

Summary of Comments Received 
 

A range of organizations and individuals submitted comments on the draft USSS 2025 during a public 
comment period that ran from August 4 to September 19. Twenty organizations (standards developers 
and trade associations), ten individuals, seven company representatives, and three representatives of 
federal agencies offered a range of comments, relating to both the draft Strategy and to suggested 
implementation actions.  
 
All comments received were taken into consideration and, as appropriate, incorporated in to the 
Strategy, a companion Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document, and/or ANSI’s program of work for 
2026.  
 
Commenters spoke very positively about the revised strategy, calling the draft a “robust strategic 
statement” and noting “the USSS provides an important vision for advancing American leadership in 
standards development at a pivotal moment.” Several commenters noted that the four strategic pillars 
are key, balancing the need for stability in the standards system with the need for innovation to keep 
pace with rapid technological changes. The following quotes express widely shared opinions among 
those who commented:  
 

“We are enthusiastic about the draft and commend its forward-looking emphasis on the 
multistakeholder and multi-source nature of standards development.” 
 
“The strategy appropriately acknowledges the accelerating pace of technological development, 
diverse standards development venues, and increasingly complex geopolitical landscape.” 

 
Several comments focused on specific edits for clarity; these were taken into account in revising the 
draft. In addition to suggested text edits, a number of themes emerged across comments. These are 
summarized below and addressed in the revised Strategy draft. 
 
Communicate the value of the U.S. private sector-led system, including the value that our diverse 
community brings to the standards ecosystem. Comments from a range of organizations, companies 
and standards developers emphasized the importance of clear messaging with respect to value – return 
on investment for stakeholders, enhancing American competitiveness, and bolstering national security.  
Language supporting these comments was incorporated into the Strategy. 
 
Clearly articulate the role of the government in our market driven, private-sector-led standards 
system. These comments are addressed at several points in the Strategy. The importance of building 
stronger public-private coordination, participation, and engagement in international forums is 
emphasized, as well as the need to foster dialogue between the standards community and 
policymakers. The need for targeted government investments, including pre-standardization efforts, to 
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support private-sector innovation is noted. Also noted is the importance of continued government 
participation and investment in the overall U.S. standards system. 
 
Reinforce the core importance of the WTO principles. Several commenters urged clarification of 
references to the principles throughout the document. Commenters also advocated for the importance 
of reaffirming the equivalence and international standing of U.S. developed standards that meet globally 
recognized principles. A concerted effort was made to ensure consistency throughout the Strategy with 
respect to references to the WTO principles. 
 
Acknowledge that the U.S. has a healthy and active domestic standards system. This point is now 
emphasized in both the Strategy introduction as well as in the description of the U.S. standards system. 
 
Highlight the importance of pre-standardization. The Strategy now explicitly recognizes that targeted 
pre-standardization activities play a vital role in enhancing U.S. contributions to standards, informing the 
optimal timing for formal standardization in emerging technology areas. 
 
Note recognition that supply chain vulnerability have been elevated from a business risk to a national 
security risk, and the pervasive nature of artificial intelligence. This is clearly stated in the description 
of the new standards landscape. 
 
Address intellectual property issues related to standards. Eight commenters, representing companies, 
standards developers, and trade associations, spoke specifically to intellectual property rights (IPR) in 
standards, including copyrights, trademarks, and standards essential patents. While commenters 
offered a range of opinions and specific language suggestions, all agreed on the importance of 
respecting intellectual property rights, and ensuring that IPR frameworks remain balanced and 
transparent. 
 
The Strategy now includes two companion statements in the description of the desired international 
standards system: 1) that laws and policies protecting copyright, trademarks, and other intellectual 
property incorporated in standards are applied rigorously, and 2) that intellectual property rights 
policies for the development of standards balance the rights of licensors and licensees of standard 
essential patents.  
 
A number of comments offered suggestions for ANSI consideration in implementing the Strategy. 
Comments focused on the following areas: 
 

• Most important – monitor and evaluate progress. ANSI will take action during 2026 to regularly 
assess progress in implementing the Strategy, and well as to seek regular stakeholder feedback. 

 
• Establish clear channels for public-private coordination and transparency. Action steps to 

address this recommendation are tied to Strategic Objectives 1 and 4 of the U.S. Standards 
Strategy. These include actions that ANSI will take in its role as the U.S. representative to ISO 
and IEC, as well as a suite of actions to strengthen public-private communications and 
partnership at both the policy and technical levels. 

 
• Reinforce the role of ANSI-accredited standards developers. ANSI messaging explicitly 

recognizes the important role of ANSI-accredited standards developers, both as developers of 
American National Standards and as developers of international standards. 
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• Call out specific technology areas for early action. The Strategy does not call out specific 

technology areas for early action, recognizing that priorities are likely to change over time. 
However, ANSI’s 2026 program of work includes commitments to advance coordination in 
emerging technologies through cross-sector collaborative efforts, align efforts with national 
priorities, and support innovations for agile standards development processes, particularly in 
high interest technology areas. ANSI’s strategic priorities for 2026 include a commitment to 
advance efforts in critical and emerging technologies. 

 
• Address critical barriers to participation at each point in the process. ANSI’s program of work 

for 2026 includes a commitment to take action to address identified barriers to private sector 
participation in both domestic and international standards development activities, and to 
advocate for continued investment to strengthen the U.S. standards system. 

 
 


