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– ASTM is one of the world’s largest SDOs, but it’s the scale of our involvement and 
influence that counts for more. 
– Complies with the six WTO principles for international standards development: 
transparency, openness, consensus, relevance, coherence, development dimension
– We work across political, cultural and geographic borders – recognizing expertise, 
not country of origin. This promotes a massive range of activity and a phenomenal 
exchange of knowledge. 
– Trusted and known for market relevance and technical quality, our standards are 
the choice for many global industries – 49% outside the USA. 
– We also believe in the power of standards to inspire and enable people and 
economies. 
– Our global outreach activities increase understanding about standards and their 
application. 
– And our Memorandum of Understanding Program provides tangible 
encouragement to developing economies.
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Further distinguishing the ASTM standards development process is its fair and 
balanced voting process. Simply stated, at ASTM International, all members have an 
equal vote and equal voice in the development of technical standards. Fairness is 
further ensured through balanced participation among producers, users and general 
interest members of an ASTM standards writing committee. 
Openness, transparency and a balanced, consensus process are the hallmarks of the 
ASTM system and have contributed to the quality, integrity and worldwide 
acceptance of ASTM standards for over 110 years. 
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Member participation from around the world is what makes 
ASTM a truly international standards development 
organization. ASTM opens its doors to all interested 
individuals and organizations from around the globe that 
want to participate in the Society's consensus process for 
standards development. This process ensures that all 
interested parties have an equal vote in determining a 
standard's content. ASTM's enduring philosophy of 
consensus without borders helps make ASTM responsive 
and relevant to the needs of the global marketplace. As a 
result, more than 40 percent of ASTM's standards are sold 
outside the United States.
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- Building on the work of our founders in the early rail industry – ASTM’s standards 
ensure safety, quality and reliability.

- But progress never stops. We’re constantly responding to new challenges, new 
technology and new markets – by developing new standards and enhancing 
established ones. 

- We base our rigorous development process on voluntary consensus. This gives 
everyone an opportunity to participate in creating and defining a standard. 

- It also ensures that our standards are effective and relevant across the diverse 
markets we serve. 

- Our standards help everyone: consumers, businesses, manufacturers, innovators 
and governments. 

- They underpin contracts, laws and regulations. They support established and 
emerging economies – and ultimately – free and fair global trade.
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**The ASTM Toy Safety Standard -- adopted and emulated by other countries and regions of 
the World.
Some of the Strengths :
1. Its Scope and Breadth – toys intended for children up to 14 years of age and over 100 toy 

safety tests and preventable hazards including requirements for  --- small parts and sharp 
edges ---- other ingestion and impaction hazards ---- material content, cleanliness and quality 
---- flammability, projectiles, and others

2. Its Open process, and balanced committee, which contribute to the resources of input, 
transparency and credibility – of the standard.

3. Historically, the ASTM standard has led the way on addressing emerging hazards  -- *A 
major strength of the ASTM process is the ability to respond quickly to incident data to 
address possible emergent hazards

*  AND THEN SHARES this info with its counterparts, such as in other standards bodies 
– such as CEN and ISO (European ISO standards)

*** THIS IS CONSISTENT WITH THE INDUSTRY’S COMMITMENT TO CONTINUALLY 
REVIEW AND REVISE STANDARDS TO KEEP PAVE WITH INNOVATION IN TOYS –
AND TO ALIGN STANDARDS WHEREVER POSSIBLE.

* Some recent examples of emerging issues identified and addressed within ASTM –
magnets in toys, hemispherical and spherical-shaped impaction hazards, jaw 
entrapment, cup-shaped toys, etc.)

4. US CONGRESS RECOGNIZED THE EFFICACY OF ASTM F963 by making it a mandatory US 
federal standard as part of Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008
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– It’s vital that ASTM stay relevant and fully aligned to user needs. All standards are 
reviewed every 5 years, but, in fast-moving sectors, it’s more frequent than that.
– We also work hard to constantly improve our own working methods.
– Our standards development process is flexible, transparent and built on consensus.
– It’s backed by powerful tools and technologies that enhance global connectivity.
– These systems give members the freedom to be in instant contact, to share thinking 
and to review and develop standards more quickly. 
– This reinforces our reputation for timely as well as relevant standards.
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