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SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY (SADC) BENCHMARKING VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES

**DELEGATION INFORMATION AND AGENDA**
VISIT OVERVIEW:

From January 13-17, 2014, delegates from three SADC member countries – Lesotho, Malawi, and Zambia – will visit Washington, DC.  From January 14-16, the delegates will participate in WTO TBT Enquiry Point training with NIST at NIST’s campus in Gaithersburg, MD.  On January 13 and 17, the delegation will meet with ANSI, various ANSI members, and U.S. Government agencies to discuss Standards Alliance activities and other matters of mutual interest.
	DELEGATE INFORMATION:

	Delegate Name 
	Title
	Organization

	George Makore
	Director, Enabling Environment
	USAID Southern Africa Trade Hub

	Moses Gwaza
	Information Officer
	Malawi Bureau of Standards

	Fred Edington Sikwese
	Director, Standards Development
	Malawi Bureau of Standards

	Gloria Chonamwene
	Standards Manager
	Malawi Bureau of Standards

	Ketelo Elizabeth Hehlisi 
	Technical Inspector
	Department of Standards  and Quality Assurance,  Lesotho Ministry of Trade and industry, Cooperatives and Marketing

	Amohelang Mary Hatase
	Technical Inspector
	Department of Standards  and Quality Assurance, Lesotho Ministry of Trade and industry, Cooperatives and Marketing 

	Davis Mukuka
	Senior Documentation Officer
	Zambia Bureau of Standards

	Kevin Mambwe
	Standards Officer
	Zambia Bureau of Standards

	Prisca Mulonda
	Senior Standards Officer
	Zambia Bureau of Standards


	
	


DRAFT AGENDA: 

Monday, January 13, 2014




                                               
	TIME
	LOCATION
	ACTIVITY

	9:00-10:00AM
	ANSI
1899 L St. NW, 
11th Floor, Washington, DC 20036
	Welcome/Introduction
ANSI will welcome the delegation and provide an overview of ANSI and the Standards Alliance, as well as the week’s goals and schedule.  Delegates will be asked to introduce themselves and discuss their own goals for the week. Representatives from UL and ASTM International will also have the opportunity to briefly introduce themselves to the group.
S. Joe Bhatia, President and CEO, ANSI

Joseph Tretler, Senior Director, International Technical Programs and Services (ISO), ANSI

Sally Seitz, Senior Manager, Standards Facilitation, ANSI
Madeleine McDougall, Program Manager, International Development, ANSI

Julia Farber, Senior Specialist, Global Government Affairs, UL
Teresa Cendrowska, Vice President, Global Cooperation, ASTM International

Kimberly Simms, Manager, Global Cooperation, ASTM International

	10:00 – 11:30AM
	
	Clean Cook Stoves and ISO National Committees Presentation

ANSI staff will discuss ISO TC 285 and how ISO Correspondent members can participate. This presentation will also provide details on ISO National Committees.

Joseph Tretler, Senior Director, International Technical Programs and Services (ISO), ANSI

Sally Seitz, Senior Manager, Standards Facilitation, ANSI

Ranyee Chiang, Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves

	11:30AM – 1:30PM
	Participants are free to choose their own lunch option in the area surrounding ANSI’s office.
	LUNCH

	1:00 – 2:00 PM
	ANSI
1899 L St. NW, 
11th Floor, Washington, DC 20036
	ASTM International Presentation
ASTM will provide an introduction to the organization and a brief overview of its procedures and tools.  The benefits and opportunities available through the ASTM MOU agreement, which is in place with ten of the fourteen SADC member nations, including Malawi and Zambia, will also be discussed.

Teresa Cendrowska, Vice President, Global Cooperation, ASTM International

Kimberly Simms, Manager, Global Cooperation, ASTM International

	2:00 – 3:00PM
	
	USDA SPS EP/NNA Presentation
USDA will provide a brief overview of SPS NNA/EP operations and processes and WTO transparency obligations.
YoLanda Starke, Foreign Agricultural Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture

	3:30 – 5:00PM
	USTR 

1724 F St. NW, 

Conference Room 1,

Washington DC, 20508
	USTR Meeting

Delegates will meet with USTR officials to discuss relevant issues.
Jennifer Stradtman, Director, Technical Barriers to Trade, USTR

Karen Burress, USTR


WTO TBT Notification Authority and Enquiry Point Workshop

January 14-16, 2014
Hosted by:  National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)

Location: NIST, Bldg. 101, Room B113, Gaithersburg, MD USA
Tuesday, January 14, 2014

NIST WORKSHOP DAY 1
                                               
9:00-9:30 AM

Welcome and Participant Introductions



Erik Puskar, Program Manager



NIST
9:30-10:00 AM
Session 1 – Overview and Introduction to NIST



Erik Puskar
10:00-11:00 AM
Session 2 – Overview and Analysis of the WTO TBT 




Agreement



Questions and Discussion




Jennifer Stradtman
11:00-11:30 AM
BREAK 
11:30-12:30 PM 
Session 3 – U.S. Standards Development System




Questions and Discussion




Patricia Harris, International Standards Specialist, Standards Coordination Office/Standards Services
NIST
  12:30-1:30 PM
LUNCH in NIST Cafeteria (Cash or Credit Card Accepted)
1:30 – 2:30 PM  
Session 4 – Why Standards Are an International Trade Concern




Questions and Discussion 




Gwenann Manseau, Senior Attorney



Department of Commerce

2:30 – 2:45 PM
BREAK

2:45 – 3:45 PM
Session 5 – Standards and Technical Regulations



Questions and Discussion




Ileana Martinez, International Affairs Advisor- NIST; ANSI-Regional Standing Committee Chair for Europe, Middle East and Africa (RSC-EMEA)



NIST
3:45 PM

Session 6 - Conclusion of Day 1



Questions and Discussion



Erik Puskar
Wednesday, January 15, 2014

  NIST WORKSHOP DAY 2                                    
9:00-9:15 AM 
Administration and Day 1 Questions  
9:15 – 10:15 AM
Session 7 - Standards in Regulation: Incorporation by Reference into U.S. Federal Regulations
Questions and Discussion
Emily Bremer, Attorney Advisor
Administrative Conference of the United States (ACUS)
10:15 – 10:45 AM 
Session 8 - Country Presentation


WTO Member Lesotho
10:45 -- 11:15 AM
BREAK


11:15-11:45 AM

Session 9 - Country Presentation



WTO Member Malawi
11:45 – 12:15 PM
Session 10– Country Presentation



WTO Member Zambia

12:15-1:15 PM

LUNCH in NIST Cafeteria (Cash or Credit Card Accepted)
1:15-2:15 PM    
Session 11 – Operation of WTO TBT Notification Authority




Questions and Discussion




USAWTO TBT Enquiry Point



NIST
2:15-2:45

Session 12 – How to Complete a WTO TBT Notification 


Template 


Questions and Discussion



USAWTO TBT Enquiry Point


2:45 – 3:15 PM

BREAK

3:15 – 4:15 PM 

Session 13 -- Overview of Good Regulatory Practice and WTO 


Obligations for Transparency




Questions and Discussion



Bryan O’Byrne, Senior Trade Specialist, WTO and Multilateral Affairs


Department of Commerce
4:15 PM

Session 14 - Conclusion of Day 2


Questions and Discussion


Erik Puskar
Thursday, January 16, 2014
                                     
             NIST WORKSHOP DAY 3    
9:00 – 9:15 AM
Administration and Day 2 Questions 
9:15 – 10:00 AM

Session 15 - Demonstration of the WTO TBT Online Notification Submission System (NSS) 
Questions and Discussion



USAWTO TBT Enquiry Point


10:00– 11:00 AM
Session 16 -- World Trade Organization: Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Agreement
Questions and Discussion


Mark Manis, Senior Policy Advisor


Department of Agriculture
11:00 - 11:30

BREAK
11:30-12:30 PM   
Session 17 – Operation of WTO TBT Enquiry Point



Questions and Discussion




USAWTO TBT Enquiry Point





12:30 – 1:30 PM

LUNCH in NIST Cafeteria (Cash or Credit Card Accepted)
1:30 – 2:30 PM

Session 18 -- Conformity Assessment: Confidence and Trade 


Facilitation




Questions and Discussion



Gordon Gillerman, Chief, Standards Services


NIST
2:30– 3:15 PM
Session 19 - Tools and Resources (Including Notify U.S.) for WTO TBT Enquiry Point and Notification Authority Staff 



MaryAnn Hogan, Technical Information Specialist



NIST

3:15 PM 
            Session 20 -- Conclusion of Day 3

Questions and Discussion

End of Workshop Wrap-Up

Online Course Evaluation




Erik Puskar
Friday, January 17, 2014




                                               
	TIME
	LOCATION
	ACTIVITY

	9:30-10:30AM
	ANSI
1899 L St. NW, 
11th Floor, Washington, DC 20036
	IAPMO Presentation

Dain Hansen, Director of Government Relations, IAPMO
Christopher Lindsay, Manager, Government Relations, IAPMO

	10:30 – 11:30AM
	
	Wrap Up/Concluding Session

ANSI staff will lead delegates in a wrap up discussion of the week’s activities and next steps.

Madeleine McDougall, Program Manager, International Development, ANSI


