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ENERGY STAR - Background

• Voluntary program

• Established in 1992 to identify energy 

efficient products

• Managed by US EPA and US DOE

• >70 Product Categories

• >1.6 Million Homes

• >25,000 Commercial Buildings

• >18,000 Partners

- Manufacturers, Retailers, Utilities, Home 

Builders, Building Owners, etc…
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ENERGY STAR Success – Cumulative Sales
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ENERGY STAR Success – Energy Savings
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ENERGY STAR Success – Reduced Emissions
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ENERGY STAR Conformity Assessment: 

1992 - 2010
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ENERGY STAR CFL Conformity Assessment:

1999 – 2010 
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US GAO Study
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GAO Findings

“GAO found that for our bogus products, certification 

controls were ineffective primarily because Energy 

Star does not verify energy-savings data reported by 

manufacturers. Energy Star required only 4 of the 

20 products GAO submitted for certification to be 

verified by an independent third party.”
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New Approach to Conformity Assessment
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New Approach to Conformity Assessment: 

Initial Certification

17

Manufacturer

Lab: 

Accredited

Lab: CB 

witnessed

CB



New Approach to Conformity Assessment:  

Ongoing Verification

CB:  Manage 
verification and 

challenge testing 
program

CB:  Purchase 
qualified products 

from market channels

Independent Labs: 
test products and 
send results to CB

CB: Verify results and 
Send to EPA

EPA:  Address issues 
of noncompliance
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Results

Robust Pre-market model

Strengthened Market Surveillance

Shift public-sector model to private-

sector

Repaired consumer confidence
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Thank you
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