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EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY (EAC) PUBLIC-PRIVATE SECTOR WORKSHOP

WTO TRANSPARENCY REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES ON TBT AND SPS

 21ST & 22ND MARCH 2016, HILTON HOTEL, NAIROBI, KENYA 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Theme: Enhancing Effectiveness of the Notification Process in the EAC

Draft Program 

Day 1 -21st March 2016 

	Time
	Activity


	08.30-09.00
	Registration of Delegates

	Event Moderation: East Africa Trade and Investment Hub


	Session 1 – Opening


	09.00–09.15
	· Welcome: East Africa Trade and Investment Hub

· Remarks: Mr. Peter Kiguta, Director General, Directorate of Customs & Trade, East African Community Secretariat
· Official Opening: Hon. Phyllis Kandie, Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of EAC Affairs and Labour, Republic of Kenya


	Session II - Background


	09.15–11.15
	Good Regulatory Practices:
· Overview of GRP (Kent Shigetomi, USTR)

· The Code of Good Practice and ANSI’s Role in the U.S. Standards System (Madeleine McDougall, ANSI)

· Transparency and stakeholder participation in the UL standards development process, (Derek Greenauer, UL)

· Tracking regulations and providing effective comments (Dr. Charles Azuka, P&G)

· Transparency and coordination in rulemaking (Kent Shigetomi, USTR)

· Q&A/Discussion


	11.15-11.25
	Coffee/Tea break

	11.25–12.25
	Overview of WTO TBT/SPS Agreements
(Kent Shigetomi, USTR-TBT and Tracy McCracken, USAID -SPS)

Q&A/Discussion


	12.25-13.00
	Overview of EAC TBT/SPS Framework (EAC Secretariat)

Q&A/Discussion


	13.00-14.00
	Lunch


	Session III – Progress on Implementation of Transparency Requirements:
WTO TBT Agreement:
EAC Partner States will provide an update of implementation progress on transparency requirements contained in the WTO Agreement on TBT. This update will draw from recommendations of the Regional EAC WTO TBT Meeting on Notification and Public Consultation, Arusha, (August, 2014) and the Draft Action Plan to Improve the Effectiveness of the WTO TBT Enquiry Point and Notification Authority.

	14.00-14.50
	Presentation by EAC Partner States on the status of implementation of the National Action Plans to improve the effectiveness of the WTO TBT Enquiry Points and Notification Authority (in terms of achievements, challenges, priority areas of interventions and recommendation on the way forward).
Each presentation: 10 mins, Guided by Diane Thompson, Standard Alliance

	Session IV – Progress on Implementation of Transparency Requirements: WTO SPS Agreement:
EAC Partner States will provide a status update of implementation progress on transparency requirements contained in the WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures. This update will be guided by the SPS Pre-Event Checklist covering: operational processes, stakeholder engagement, and awareness building.

	14.50-15.40
	Presentation by EAC Partner States on the status of implementation of notification process for the SPS National Enquiry Points and Notification Authorities. The presentations will focus on: achievements, challenges, priority areas of interventions and recommendations on the way forward.
Each presentation: 10 mins, Guided by Diane Thompson, Standard Alliance

	15.40-16.00
	Coffee/Tea break

	16.00-16.45
	Q&A/Discussion

	16.45
	End of Day 1


Day 2 – 22nd March 2016
	Time
	Activity



	08.45-09.00
	Arrival of the participants 


	Session V – Sharing Of Best Practice On Key Issues In Notification Procedures

	09.00-10.00

	Improving NEP/NNA operations [ Diane Thompson- Standard Alliance] covering:
· Notification procedures

· Determining when to notify a particular measure 

· Case studies of successful notifications
· Strategies for improving NEP/NNA operations 
Q&A/Discussion

	10.00-10.20
	Coffee/ Tea break

	Session VI – Towards More Effective Private Sector Engagement In The Regulatory/Standard Development Process

This session will share case studies and strategies for optimal private sector participation in the Regulatory/Standard development process. The EAC experience in engaging the private sector in Regulatory/Standard development process will also be shared with participants. The session will offer recommendations for more effective private sector engagement in EAC.

	10.20-11.10
	Stakeholders’ organization and participation: Case studies for effective intervention & Strategies for improving stakeholder participation
[Derek Greenauer, UL and Charles Azuka, P&G, 20 mins]

Stakeholders’ engagement in standard development process : EAC Private Sector experience [ Eastern Africa Grain Council-EAGC and East African Business Council- EABC] 10 mins each 

Q&A and discussion


	Session VII – Breakout Sessions on National Action Plans
Each EAC Partner State will meet separately in groups of TBT and SPS to update national action plans on TBT and to develop national action plans on SPS. The workshop will also receive presentation from Consultants on the preliminary findings on the review of notification systems in EAC

	11.10-11.40
	Presentation from Consultants undertaking study on notification systems in EAC: Preliminary findings  



	11.40-11.50
	Briefing to the Partner States on the breakout sessions- The Hub/Diane Thompson 

	11.50-13.00
	Breakout sessions;

· Updating of national action plans on TBT on how to improve the effectiveness of TBT NEP and NNA

· Developing national action plans on SPS on how to improve the effectiveness of SPS NEP and NNA



	13.00-14.00
	Lunch

	Session VII – Breakout Sessions on National Action Plans (cont’)


	14.00-15.00
	Breakout sessions;

· Updating of national action plans on TBT on how to improve the effectiveness of TBT NEP and NNA

· Developing national action plans on SPS on how to improve the effectiveness of SPS NEP and NNA



	15.00-15.20
	Coffee/ Tea break


	Session VIII – Plenary - Presentations of National Action Plans 

	15.20-16.35
	Presentation on the updated national action plans on TBT and draft national action plans on SPS by each EAC Partner State

Q&A/Discussion

	Session IX  - Closing Remarks



	16.35-16.45
	Closing remarks: To be determined (EAC)

	
	End of the Seminar
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