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U.S.-India SCCP Advisory Ad Hoc Meeting
Friday, February 26, 2010
10:00 am

ANSI Headquarters, 1819 L Street, 6th Floor, Washington, DC 20036

Teleconference:

1-866-951-1151
Conference room:
9326092
Attendees:
	Teresa
	Cendrowska
	ASTM International
	T

	Shaun
	Donnelly
	NAM
	T

	Jacob
	Flewelling
	USTDA
	T

	Renee
	Hancher
	ITA
	P

	Leslie
	McDermott
	ANSI
	P

	Elise
	Owen
	ANSI
	P

	Henry
	Steingass
	USTDA
	T

	Jennifer
	Stradtman
	ITA
	T

	Erol
	Yesin
	ITA
	T


*P = in person; T = via teleconference

Opening/Overview of SCCP to Date
Leslie McDermott (ANSI) opened the meeting and introduced those present. ANSI briefly reviewed the progress made in the SCCP since the advisory group last met in July 2009. Three workshops have been carried out and proposals have been received for four more, and ANSI traveled to New Delhi in February 2010 in support of two workshops and an event organized by CII.
Overview of February 2010 SCCP Activities in India
ANSI provided an overview of the recent series of SCCP events which took place in New Delhi, February 15-18. Workshops on safe storage of liquefied natural gas (LNG) and aerospace were carried out, and ANSI participated in the CII event, the “1st Indo-US Summit on Standards in Trade”.
Summary of Events:

· The Summit was an excellent awareness-building event that served to reinforce the importance of standards and conformance issues and their impact on trade. Several key Indian government officials are new to their posts in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and other agencies, and the event provided an opportunity to highlight the importance of these issues and how the SCCP is helping to address them. In addition to Indian government and industry representatives, U.S. stakeholders such as NFPA, SAE, UL, IAPMO, and ASME also participated.

· The workshop on LNG included presentations by Ted Lemoff of NFPA, as well as BIS, the Indian Oil Corporation, the Oil Industry Safety Directorate (OISD), and others. The technical discussion was very good, and several attendees remarked that they were very pleased to see a continuation in the dialogue that was begun at a NIST Standards in Trade (SIT) workshop carried out in 2005. One of the goals of the SCCP is to facilitate a lasting dialogue, and hopefully this will continue beyond the workshop.
· The aerospace workshop was co-sponsored by SAE International, and Bruce Mahone joined ANSI in participating in New Delhi. ANSI mentioned that the location of the workshop was changed from Bangalore to New Delhi in order to leverage participation from many key Indian aerospace industry representatives that were in town for the DEFEXPO, a major aerospace and defense expo. One of the key outcomes from the workshop was the recognition that many more opportunities exist for engagement with the Indian industry. Many companies are unaware of the importance of meeting international standards, and as the industry continues to grow and supply major U.S. companies, this lack of knowledge will impact both the Indian suppliers and the U.S. manufacturers. 

The ANSI news item covering these activities may be viewed at:

http://www.ansi.org/news_publications/news_story.aspx?menuid=7&articleid=2456
In addition, more information about each of the SCCP workshops is available on the SCCP Wiki (http://us-indiasccpwiki.ansi.org/tiki-index.php). 
Workshop Process
Next, ANSI shared some immediate lessons learned regarding the process for implementing SCCP workshops. ANSI has conducted a very helpful after-action review with UL following the workshop on fire safety in November, and will conduct similar reviews with NFPA and SAE to gather their feedback. ANSI noted that the most important lesson learned is that small, targeted audiences of approximately 20-30 people provide the most fruitful discussion and tangible outcomes.
In addition, ANSI mentioned that frequent updates will continue to be sent to the advisory group throughout the planning process, and any group members that wish to be more involved may do so by indicating their interest in the relevant workshops.

Future Workshops
ANSI reviewed the remaining workshop proposals, which include:
· Agriculture equipment (ASABE)

· Biometrics (Purdue University)

· Solar/PV (ASTM)

· Plumbing (IAPMO)
During discussion, ANSI was asked whether additional workshop proposals beyond the initial 5 indicated in the USTDA grant will continue to be considered. These proposals will be considered, and every effort will be made to carry out all of the workshops, should one of the other proposals fall through or if funding permits. 
Additional discussion took place on ASTM’s proposal for a workshop on solar photovoltaic (PV) technologies, and several group members remarked that it is a timely topic that could provide a useful opportunity to engage with Indian industry and government.
Finally, discussion also included the possibility of coordinating any follow up efforts for the aerospace workshop with other USTDA projects regarding aviation in India.
At this time no dates have been set for the remainder of the workshops, but Purdue University has tentatively discussed July as a potential timeframe, and October/November has been discussed as a possible timeframe for the other workshops.
Update on the U.S. Standards Directory

Finally, ANSI reported that during meetings with CII in Delhi, the remaining sectors were selected for inclusion in the U.S. Directory. Following ANSI’s submission of the report on eleven sectors, which this group reviewed prior to the last meeting in July 2009, CII had initially selected IT Equipment and Telecom Equipment as the first two sectors for the Directory. The final five sectors for the Directory will include:

1. IT Equipment

2. Telecom Equipment

3. Water Purification Equipment

4. Petroleum Equipment

5. Construction Equipment

ANSI noted that data collection continues for the IT and Telecom sectors, and once a preliminary draft of the information is available, ANSI will circulate among the relevant trade associations and other stakeholders for a first look before submitting to the general public for review and comment.
Action Items/Next Steps
The advisory group is invited to review IAPMO’s proposal for a workshop and provide any comments to Leslie McDermott. The proposal is available on the SCCP Wiki.
Conclusion

Following the identification of next steps, the meeting was adjourned. No date was set for the next meeting, but ANSI will be in communication with panel members as needed.
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