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*P = in person; T = via teleconference

Opening/Overview of SCCP to Date
Leslie McDermott (ANSI) opened the meeting and introduced those present. ANSI briefly reviewed the progress made in the SCCP since the advisory group last met in March 2009. Five workshop proposals have been received, and a report outlining ten proposed sectors for inclusion in the U.S. Standards Directory will be sent to the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) with the advisory panel’s comments within the next few weeks.
Discussion of Background Report for U.S. Standards Directory
As a component of the SCCP contract, a Directory will be developed and made available online that includes information on standards, technical regulations, and conformance measures for at least 5 U.S. industry sectors. The report ANSI has prepared and sent to the advisory panel includes supporting data and analysis on 10 sectors. The next step will be to submit the data to CII including the advisory panel’s recommendations, and finally CII will coordinate with ANSI and USTDA to agree on the final 5 sectors selected for inclusion in the directory.

The ten sectors ANSI proposed are:

1. Telecom Equipment

2. Water Purification

3. Construction Equipment

4. IT Equipment

5. Rubber and Plastic Products

6. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

7. Petroleum Equipment

8. Medical Devices

9. Tires

10. Audio and Audiovisual Engineering

Following a brief introduction to the report, ANSI requested comments or questions from the group. The main topics of discussion included:
· ITA inquired whether Agriculture Equipment should be included on the list of 10 sectors, given the trade relevance and the fact that a workshop has been proposed, indicating industry interest. ANSI agreed to its importance, noting that it is a sector that relies primarily on ISO standards, making the need for a directory of requirements somewhat minimal compared with other fields that utilize standards from a wide variety of developers.

· NIST proposed that Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) be included in addition to Petroleum Equipment, perhaps to replace Audio and Audiovisual Engineering (AV), which appears to have the lowest ranking of the 10 proposed sectors. The group debated the prospect of replacing AV, given the low priority and relatively low trade flows. UL noted that they would support the inclusion of AV based on the significant number of requests they have received from countries in South and Southeast Asia related to AV for the type of information that would be included in the Directory.
In response to the suggestion of two additional sectors, and debate over others, ANSI will prepare background information sheets for the Agricultural Equipment and Liquefied Natural Gas sectors, and provide them to the advisory group. If there is consensus about replacing the two bottom sectors (Tires and AV) with the new sectors, ANSI will include them in the report submitted to CII.

· NEMA inquired about the sectors that indicated a low priority from Indian industry or government, and whether there was information on why there was a relative low level of interest.

For Tires and AV, ANSI received feedback that the Government of India places a relatively low priority on those sectors, but they are areas where Indian industry is actively working to increase the government’s attention to the sectors. In the case of Medical Devices, ANSI received feedback that Indian industry places a relatively low priority on the sector, mainly because it has largely been dominated by multinational corporations with relatively low opportunity for Indian manufacturers. If the sector were defined to include instrumentation, there is significantly more interest within Indian industry.

· Finally, NIST suggested that electrical equipment might be a beneficial sector, given the strong emphasis on infrastructure improvement, and future technology innovations like the Smart Grid. The group agreed that the current state of the electrical infrastructure in India offers significant opportunities for both U.S. and Indian industry, but NEMA advised that their experience has shown a serious lack of interest by Indian electric companies.

Discussion of Workshop Proposals Received to Date
Following the discussion of the U.S. Standards Directory, ANSI offered a brief recap of the workshop proposals received to date. The topics proposed include:
1. Agriculture equipment (ASABE)

2. Fire signaling and security equipment (UL)

3. Safe storage of gaseous fuels (NFPA)

4. Biometrics (Purdue/IBIA)

5. Aerospace (SAE)

Currently, ASABE’s and UL’s proposals have been submitted officially to CII and are moving forward to refine details of agendas and dates for the workshops. NFPA’s, Purdue’s, and SAE’s proposals have been forwarded to the advisory group for review, and ANSI has notified CII of the proposals informally. 
Suggestions were made by several members of the group to request more concrete details from each of the proposers, with the goal of putting forward very practical terms to CII for consideration. In particular, the following questions were raised:

· NFPA proposal – Is there really a benefit to U.S. exports? Several attendees noted that the interest might be too one-sided on the Indian side because the U.S. is primarily an importer of LNG. Questions were also raised regarding recent reports of U.S. challenges with transport issues for LNG.

· Purdue proposal – How will the issue of privacy be addressed? This is an area of priority for U.S. policy-makers, and should not be omitted from discussions with Indian stakeholders. Attendees noted that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and other agencies might have particular positions on the topic and should be consulted. It was also suggested that the workshop should include a discussion of information security as a whole, rather than just biometrics. Since certain U.S. policies in this area are still being finalized, it was noted that scheduling the workshop within the near future could prove difficult.
· SAE proposal – The proposal is lacking in detail. The group would like more information on the manufacturers and other U.S. industry representatives who would be involved and interested in an aerospace workshop. 

Upon suggestion by the group, ANSI will revert back to each organization and request the relevant details, in order to set forth a plan for future planning of the workshops. ANSI will send any information to the advisory group, and members who have particular interest in any of the topics will have the opportunity to stay involved at subsequent stages of the workshop planning.

Announcements
Finally, ANSI made two announcements regarding the SCCP in India.
CII has received funding from the Government of India through their Market Access Initiative (MAI) to carry out a mirror program to this USTDA-funded SCCP. CII has also named their project “SCCP”, and it will serve in many ways as a complement to this program. The CII project will focus more on areas of Indian interest, and allow for workshops and other events covering sectors where there is a larger trade interest in India. The MAI funding will also allow CII to launch the Indian version of StandardsPortal. (The U.S. StandardsPortal including information on India was launched in September 2008 and can be found at:

http://www.standardsportal.org/usa_in/key_information.aspx.) 
On July 7, 2009, CII will hold an event to celebrate the launch of the Indian Standards Portal and welcome newly appointed Government of India ministers. ANSI president and CEO Joe Bhatia will travel to New Delhi to participate in this event. The Indian Standards Portal will be available at www.standardsportal.org.in. 
Action Items/Next Steps
Immediately, ANSI will send the following to the advisory group:

· Revised report including background information on agriculture equipment and natural gas

· Articles noted by UL with regard to the LNG sector in the United States

Upon receipt of the revised report, the advisory group will be asked to return any final comments promptly. ANSI will then send the complete report along with advisory group comments to CII.

Additionally, ANSI will follow up with potential workshop co-sponsors and provide more details to the advisory group about the proposed workshops.

Conclusion

Following the identification of next steps, the meeting was adjourned. No date was set for the next meeting, but ANSI will be in communication with panel members as needed.
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