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U.S.-India Standards and Conformance Cooperation Program (SCCP)

Advisory Panel

Tuesday, March 3, 2009

4:00 pm

ANSI Headquarters, 1819 L Street, 6th Floor, Washington, DC 20036

Teleconference:

Toll-free call-in: 866-699-3239


Access code: 66222101

Attendees:
	Bob
	Bellhouse
	ANSI
	P

	Steven
	Bipes
	ANSI
	P

	Teresa
	Cendrowska
	ASTM International
	T

	Shaun
	Donnelly
	NAM
	P

	Gene 
	Eckhart
	NEMA
	P

	Nick
	Fetchko
	TIA
	P

	Jacob 
	Flewelling
	USTDA
	T

	Erin
	Grossi
	UL
	P

	Renee
	Hancher
	ITA
	P

	Ajit
	Jilla
	NIST
	T

	Leslie
	McDermott
	ANSI
	P

	Elise
	Owen
	ANSI
	P

	Henry
	Steingass
	USTDA
	T

	Jennifer
	Stradtman
	ITA
	P

	Jeff
	Weiss
	USTR
	T


*P = in person; T = via teleconference

Opening
Leslie McDermott (ANSI) opened the meeting and called for introductions of all of the attendees.  Each member of the SCCP Advisory Panel was present, as well as additional USTDA and ANSI staff.
Overview of SCCP and Responsibilities of Advisory Panel

ANSI began by recapping the Indian and U.S. launch events for the program, which took place on February 20 and March 2, respectively, and by thanking panel members for their participation.  Ms. McDermott then gave a brief overview of the purpose of the Advisory Panel and other key actors, including USTDA as the funding agency, the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) as the project Grantee, and ANSI as the grantee’s Contractor.  The key functions of the Advisory Panel will be to provide guidance and support to ANSI and CII in terms of making sure the SCCP focuses on the needs of industry and accurately reflects the objectives of U.S. and Indian businesses.  ANSI will be seeking input on overall program direction, as well as promotion efforts in the U.S. and in India.  In addition, the Advisory Panel will be asked to review and provide comments on several program components, the two most significant being the following:
· U.S. Standards Directory

A Directory will be developed and made available online that includes information on standards, technical regulations, and conformance measures for at least 5 U.S. industry sectors.  ANSI will prepare supporting data and analysis on 10 sectors that reflect input from the Advisory Panel, CII, and broader ANSI membership.  Next, ANSI will submit the data to the Advisory Panel and CII for comment, and finally CII will coordinate with ANSI and USTDA to agree on the final 5 sectors selected for inclusion in the directory.

An outline of this process and the key data ANSI will provide was distributed to Advisory Panel members at the meeting and via email following the meeting.
· Sector-specific Workshops

A series of at least 5 technical workshops with a sector-specific focus will take place in India, and will be co-sponsored and organized by U.S. organizations.  ANSI will send out a call for proposals to hold workshops, and include an information package and proposal form for prospective organizations.  It is not necessary that the sectors correspond directly to those chosen for the Directory, and proposals will be considered on a rolling basis.  When ANSI receives proposals from interested organizations, we will forward them to the Advisory Panel for review and comment, and they will be evaluated according to the criteria laid out in the proposal form.  All 5 workshops will be completed within the next 18 months.
ANSI will forward the information package and workshop proposal form to the Advisory Panel for suggestions before sending the call for proposals, likely next week.

Finally, Ms. McDermott noted that ANSI will be particularly interested in any input or suggestions panel members (or their members) can provide as to industry sectors that meet the justification requirements.
Questions/Discussion

Following the overview, ANSI requested questions or comments from the panel members.  The key topics of discussion included:

· Procedures for awarding workshop proposals, and benefits to U.S. organizations of co-sponsoring rather than participating in a competitor’s workshop

· ANSI will be sure to address this concern in the workshop information package and proposal form.

· The definition of “sector” relating to both the Directory and the workshops, and the question of how specific ANSI will be in developing background data for the Directory
· Additional definition for the scope of given sectors is needed.  ANSI will work to define the scopes of the ten sectors it puts forward to USTDA and the advisory panel for consideration, and will appreciate input regarding this definition of scope.  
· The question of broadly and accurately representing Indian industry and including other government and private sector in addition to CII as necessary.  

· While CII is the Grantee on the project and represent a significant cross-section of Indian industry, they are committed to reaching out beyond their membership to other sector associations, government agencies and others as necessary to ensure appropriate participation at workshops and input into other program deliverables.

· USTDA raised the question of how we will track the project’s progress against other U.S. policy concerns, especially as relates to trade policy
· Jeff Weiss (USTR) responded that the main trade issues with India at the moment are related to a conformity assessment scheme introduced by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) on tire certification, as well as some proposed regulations involving cosmetics and nutritional labeling for food products
· ANSI suggested that, in addition to considering holding workshops where there are existing trade concerns, workshops could also be valuable in preventing trade issues by facilitating U.S. – India communication and cooperation on standards and conformance in emerging sectors.

· How to proceed with the information and interest already received and move forward with implementing workshops or other SCCP deliverables.

· ANSI noted that we have received specific interest from U.S. organizations in several industries including IT/telecom, automotive and heavy equipment, medical products, oil and gas, and plumbing.  Given the high level of interest, once ANSI starts receiving completed proposal forms, we should be able to proceed fairly quickly with implementing the first workshops.  ANSI also noted that based on past experience, workshops conducted preemptively, before significant problems arise, have the best chance of lasting impact within the sector.

· An issue for the Advisory Panel to consider is how strategic to be in recommending proposals for workshops.  

Next steps

Going forward, Ms. McDermott (lmcdermott@ansi.org; 202-331-3626) will serve as the primary point of contact between ANSI, USTDA, and the Advisory Panel, and will forward information for review or comment as it becomes available.  In the immediate short term, we will be requesting panel members’ review on two items in the very near future:

· Background information for workshops – ANSI will forward the information package and proposal form for potential sponsors and request suggestions prior to our call for proposals, which will go out within the next 2 weeks.
· Sectors for inclusion in the U.S. Standards Directory – Panel members are encouraged to send any initial input they or their members have regarding sectors which may meet the justification requirements.  ANSI will begin preparing background data on 10 industry sectors and present the information to the Advisory Panel no later than April 3.  ANSI will then request comments from the panel in a timely manner so that we may incorporate them into a report for presentation to CII and USTDA.
Conclusion

Following the identification of next steps, the meeting was adjourned.  No date was set for the next meeting, but ANSI will be in communication with panel members as needed.
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