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1. WTSA-08 of the ITU passed Resolution 76.  A major concern raised by the TSB Director at WTSA-08 was the lack of conformance and interoperability of equipment being placed on the market, especially in developing countries.  This resulted in the adoption of Resolution 76 “Studies related to conformance and interoperability testing, assistance to developing countries, and a possible future ITU mark programme,” which instructed the Director TSB to Report to Council-09 on studies regarding the needs in developing countries with regard to interoperability and testing.  This includes assistance to developing countries in identifying human and institutional capacity-building and training opportunities in conformity and interoperability testing; and in establishing regional or sub-regional test centers.  Further, the TSB Director was to conduct a study on introducing the possible future use of a potential ITU Mark program related to equipment conformance to ITU-T Recommendations.  Note:  The USA WTSA contribution on this subject expressing concerns regarding the ITU Mark included letters from ATIS, ITI, TIA, and Cisco.
2. Global Standards Collaboration (GSC-14) was hosted by ITU in July 2009 and a Resolution (14/28) was adopted by GSC-14 related to interoperability.  ATIS and TIA participated as the representatives from the US.  ANSI was an observer.  The GSC-14/28 Resolution advised:  “that compliance with technical standards can increase the probability of end-to-end interoperability but will not guarantee interoperability.”  As a GSC Member, the ITU agreed with the adoption of this Resolution.
3. The TSB held a Workshop or Consultation meeting following GSC-14 to consult on the issues of conformity assessment and interoperability to assist in reporting on possible solutions to ITU Council 2009 which meets 20 - 30 October 2009.  The GSC-14 Resolution on Interoperability was referenced and discussed.  The Report of that Workshop is on the ITU Web site along with a link to audio files of the 2-day event and other inputs.  The Secretary General of the ITU and the TSB Director must give a 4-page report to ITU Council on the progress thus far in implementing RES-76 and any further recommendations for ITU action.  The TSB Director’s Report to Council on RES-76 is expected to be posted very soon, and it has been reported to contain many of the conclusion from the RES-76 Workshop, and will summarize studies conducted and propose actions for implementing conformity assessment and interoperability testing programs utilizing database references rather than ITU Marks, and also proposes actions on capacity building and assisting establishment of test centers in developing countries in collaboration with BDT.  It is believed the TSB Director instead will recommend achieving the goals of RES-76 by using existing procedures and standards, in particular ISO/IEC standards, and in partnership with other standards bodies and forums, and development agencies, and collaboration between TSB and BDT.
4. ITU-D Study Group 2 meets August 31 to September 4, 2009 and has two contributions related to capacity building and education concerning testing and conformity assessment issues.  Contribution 251 from the Chair of SG-2:  “Developing Countries needs for conformance and interoperability of ITU-T Products” and Contribution 275 from the USA:  “Bridging the Standardization Gap:  Studies to identify countries' needs and priorities in capacity building in type-approval, conformity assessment, and other related matters.”  Both recommend a new study Question in BDT on these issues for the next four-year period.  The SG2 meeting will discuss these contributions but may hold a decision recognizing that Regional Preparatory Meetings are still being held in advance of WTDC-2010, May 24 – June 4, 2010 in Hyderabad, India where new ITU-D Questions will be approved for the 2011-2014 Period.
5. The Regional Preparatory Meeting (RPM) for the Americas, to prepare for WTDC-2010, will be held September 9-11, 2009 in Santa Marta, Columbia.  The USA has provided Contribution 9, to that meeting which states: 
Like other regions around the world, we in the Americas must bridge the standardization gap.  Building upon initiatives called for in Resolution 123 (Rev. Antalya, 2006) and Resolution 76 from the 2008 World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-08), we believe that the Americas should move rapidly to assess the region’s needs and priorities in this area and examine such issues as conformity and interoperability testing.  To facilitate this work, and consistent with WTSA Resolution 76, we propose that a new study question be established in ITU-D Study Group 2 as described in a separate contribution to this meeting.  (footnotes omitted)

6. The referenced other USA Contribution is Contribution 13:  “Bridging the Standardization Gap:  Studies to identify and assess needs and priorities of countries in human and institutional capacity building in type-approval, conformity assessment, and other related matters.”  Which is similar to the USA Contribution to ITU-D SG2.  The USA does reference the GSC-14 Resolution on Interoperability and states in Contribution 9:  “At the same time, GSC cautions that “compliance with technical standards is not a guarantee for interoperability.”  As we in the Americas seek to address the standardization gap, we urge that parties take note of this important GSC-14 warning so that we can identify realistic goals for our work.”  (footnotes omitted, emphasis added)
7. It is highly likely the USA will also advocate these same positions at CITEL taking advantage of the experiences at the various meetings cited above, especially at the XXI COM CITEL meeting in December 2009, to develop Inter American Positions (IAP).  IAPs could be agreed during the COM CITEL meeting 1-4 December (location TBD – but expected to be Washington, D.C.) and the CITEL Assembly (8-11 March 2010 - Mexico).
8. The ITU will have a Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-10) 4-22 October 2010, in Veracruz, Mexico.  It is expected that RES 76 and ITU Mark will be an issue for the PP-10 and thus there is only a year to manage and prepare for this every-four-year event.  It is also not clear whether the World Trade Organization (WTO) has been fully consulted regarding any trade matters that an ITU Mark program might generate.

9. At the ANSI ISO Council (ANSI AIC) meeting on September 2, 2009, it was noted that at the 8th meeting of the IEC/ISO/ITU World Standards Collaboration (WSC), held February 13, 2009 in Geneva, the WSC, after the approval by the three member organizations to include conformity assessment in the WSC Goals and Terms of Reference, endorsed for action by the WSC member organizations the following recommendations::

· to harmonize how IEC, ISO and ITU address conformity assessment as relevant when developing standards where the modalities for assessing compliance might be addressed;

· to promote the use of ISO/IEC International Standards and Guides on conformity assessment, as well as ITU Recommendations when appropriate, both within their respective constituencies and to regulators, industry and civil society at large; 
· to exchange information on how IEC, ISO and ITU authorize the use of their names, trademarks and logos in relation to conformity assessment and on how they monitor their possible misuse by market players;

· to examine ways to enhance the input of relevant stakeholders (particularly industry) in the appropriate bodies of all three WSC member organizations.

10. The TIA and ITI have been having regular joint meetings to discuss these issues and initiatives, and to determine if the private sector should offer to provide a Rapporteur for the ITU-D SG-2 Question if it is approved, or rely on a USG- proposed Rapporteur from the public sector, and, if from the private sector, whom and how to support that person.  ATIS has also been invited to be represented in the meetings and ANSI has also participated as an observer.  Trade Association inputs to USITUA and the ITAC Preparatory process for both ITU and CITEL are also discussed at these joint meetings.
11. ANSI’s International Policy Committee (IPC) and its Conformity Assessment Policy Committee (CAPC) also receive periodic briefings on these topics, and ANSI staff has met with USG officials to answer their questions related to Conformity Assessment organizations and CA processes.  ANSI staff has also participated in some of the ITI/TIA joint planning calls on these topic areas, as well as observed at GSC-14.  Agenda item 2.1.2 for the CAPC September 24th meeting at CEA, includes the topic “ITU Mark (& Conformity Assessment)” matters.  ANSI staff is also preparing educational material about conformity assessment programs and organizations, to assist in educational efforts about this important but not well understood area that complements standards development activities.
