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Potential questions for ITU on the creation of a new Conformity Assessment Mark
· What aspects of interoperability are being experienced that an ITU mark would address?

· Where would an ITU mark rank in a list of solutions or elements needed to make the currently non-interoperable systems interoperable?
· Where do other elements rank in this list, such as: functioning legal system, enforcement of contracts, functioning legal metrology system, consumer protection laws, etc.

· Is this an ITU mark (such as TUV, US, etc) or ITU marking (such as CE marking)?

· What criteria would application of the ITU mark demonstrate compliance to, only ITU recommendations, some ITU recommendations?

· As interoperability inevitably relies on compliance with standards beyond those of ITU, what would the ITU mark mean in this regard, particularly in the case if one of the non-ITU aspects is not in compliance resulting in a non-interoperable product?

· Is an ITU mark a demonstration of an interoperable product?

· Would the ITU mark be a quality mark?

· Does the ITU envision conducting testing and certification itself, and if so, how?

· Does the ITU envision other parties being qualified to testing and certify to an ITU mark?

· If so, what would the criteria be?

· Would such criteria be consistent with WTO rules?

· Does the ITU envision creating an ITU mark scheme similar to that of the IECEE CB Scheme?

· In order to minimize duplication, does the ITU envision leveraging the CASCO conformity assessment documents (17000, 17011, 17025, Guide 66 (17025), etc?)

· To which products or systems would the ITU mark apply (final product, installation, sub-assemblies, components, etc.)?

· Would the ITU maintain a database of products, systems, components which bear the ITU mark?

· What would the labeling and registration requirements be?

· To what level of liability would the ITU be exposed for products bearing the ITU mark which are not interoperable?

· What measures does the ITU envision to establish an ITU mark system without violating WTO/TBT commitments to not create barriers to trade or crated measures which are overly trade restrictive for a given purpose?

· What system would the ITU have in place to ensure that products bearing the ITU mark are in fact interoperable under the variety of conditions in which they might be used?
· Would the ITU own the mark, license or charge for its use?

· What is the business model for use and administration of the mark?

· What might the benefits and risks to the ITU be of an ITU mark system, succeeding or failing?
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