ANSI provides here a description of its overall participation in the International

Telecommunication Union (ITU) and its preparatory process from the United States.

The ITU is composed of 189 Member States, one of them being the United States. The ITU also has 635 Sector Members (278 ITU-D, 302 ITU-R, 380 ITU-T), 130 of them from the United States (source: ITU web site, 9/13/04). The official representative and dues-paying member to the ITU from the United States is the U.S. Department of State. The U.S. Department of State formulates United States of America positions for input to the ITU based on input from the International Telecommunication Advisory Committee (ITAC). The ITAC receives its input from three subordinate ITAC committees organized to comply with the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) and are aligned to provide support for the work of the ITU-D (Development Sector), ITU-R (Radiocommunication Sector), and ITU-T (Telecommunication Standardization Sector). The three subordinate ITACs include the ITAC-D, ITAC-R, and ITAC-T respectively. The ITAC is composed of technical and policy expert representatives of U.S. government agencies as well as from the U.S. private sector.

Private sector companies/organizations can also directly participate in the work of the ITU via various means such as becoming a Sector Member or a Sector Associate. Many of the technical expert representatives of the private sector which provide input to the ITU via the ITACs and as Sector Members, also participate in the development of voluntary consensus standards on the committees of other standards development organizations (SDOs) that include the Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions (ATIS), the Institute for Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), the Society of Cable Telecommunications Engineers (SCTE), the Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA) and others. These organizations (i.e., ATIS, IEEE, SCTE, and TIA) are members of ANSI and are organizations accredited by ANSI to develop American National Standards (ANSs). The technical expert representatives may also participate on various ANSI Technical Advisory Groups (TAGs) which provide input to the ISO and to the IEC via the US National Committee to the IEC (USNC). Some of these technical expert representatives may also participate directly in other regional standardization organizations such as in the European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI), which in turn interfaces with the ITU.

In addition, within the ANSI member governance structure, there exists the ANSI Company Member Forum (CMF). Some industry sectors have caucus groups within the CMF that provide a forum to discuss sector-specific standards and conformity assessment issues and to make recommendations to the CMF of proposed CMF positions. One such caucus is the Telecommunications Industry Sector Caucus (CMF-TISC) where members of the voluntary consensus standards development system meet to discuss standardization and conformity assessment policy issues for the telecommunications sector. In addition, other ANSI Policy Committees with a specialized focus have addressed standards and conformity assessment issues for the telecom sector. The ANSI Patent Group, for example, has recommended positions related to Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) to the U.S. State Department and often those ANSI positions have become the U.S. Government position into the ITU. ANSI’s General Counsel was an active participant in the ITU-T Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB) Director’s IPR Working Group and, in fact, took a leadership or editor’s role on key projects.

The ANSI International Policy Committee (IPC) convened an ad-hoc group to look at ANSI’s interface with the U.S. Department of State and the ITU, the emergence of a new method of accelerating the work at the ITU called “Partnership Projects” for the ITU’s International Mobile Telecommunications-2000 initiative (IMT-2000 or “3G”), and the possibility of employing an ITU preparatory work model similar to that used for preparatory work into ISO and IEC, where ANSI and the United States National Committee to the IEC (USNC) accredit Technical Advisory Groups (TAGs) and TAG Administrators for those groups. 
At this time, the State Department ITAC continues to provide the preparatory process for United States positions to the ITU. ANSI accredited SDOs provide the major source of technical input to the ITAC process, complemented by direct preparation and participation in the ITU by private companies that are ITU Sector Members. In short, ANSI does not provide technical input to the U.S. State Department regarding telecommunications standardization, but rather ANSI relies upon its telecom members and ANSI Accredited SDOs (ASDOs) to provide input to the State Department regarding telecommunications standardization. These companies and organizations which are members of ANSI and which participate in the development of voluntary consensus standards and conformity assessment issues related to telecommunications domestically, regionally, and internationally, are the primary sources of the technical work. ANSI’s involvement has been in the procedural aspects, Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), and as a neutral facilitator of discussion groups.

It is noted that there already exist agreements and Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) between the ITU and other international SDOs including ISO and IEC. Examples of such agreements/MOUs include:

· MoU on electronic business in support of e-commerce between IEC, ISO, ITU, and UN/ECE
· ISO is an ITU-T member as a Regional or Other International Organization.

· ITU-R Resolution 9-2, Liaison and collaboration with other organizations

· ITU-R Resolution 41, Collaboration with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC)

· ITU-R Resolution 41-1, Collaboration with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on Broadcasting Technologies

· ITU-T Resolution 7, Collaboration with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC)

· ITU-T Resolution 11, Collaboration with the Postal Operations Council (POC) of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) in the study of services concerning both the postal and the telecommunication sectors

· ITU-T Recommendation A.4, Communication process between ITU-T and forums and consortia

· ITU-T Recommendation A.5, Generic procedures for including references to documents of other organizations in ITU-T Recommendations

· ITU-T Recommendation A.6, Cooperation and exchange of information between ITUT and national and regional standards development organizations

· ITU-T Recommendation A.23, Collaboration with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on information technology

· ITU-T Supplement 3 to A-Series of Recommendations, IETF and ITU-T collaboration guidelines

It is also noted that the ITU and IEC work collaboratively via IEC Sector Board 4, Telecommunications Infrastructure, and the ITU-T has a representative on the ISO Advisory Group on Security. There are also common forms used among ITU and ISO and IEC for essential Patent Statements to these SDOs. On a bilateral basis, ANSI’s International Policy Committee (IPC) also arranges for meetings with other regional and national standards developers, and when the ANSI Delegation meets with the European Standards Organizations (ESOs) (i.e., CEN, CENELEC, and ETSI), telecom sector issues that may be common across the ESOs are discussed. ANSI has also participated for many years in meetings of the Global Standards Collaboration (GSC) that comprises many of the major Participating Standards Organizations (PSOs), ITU, and other standards groups in the telecom sector. For more information about GSC see http://www.gsc.etsi.org/ and for information on the most recent GSC-9 meeting see http://www.tta.or.kr/gsc/index.jsp.  
