2007 COPANT – PASC Summary Report 
This year the Pan American Standards Commission (COPANT) and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) held their annual meetings jointly in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia April 23-28, 2007.  The meetings were hosted by the Colombian National Standards Body, the Instituto Colombiano de Normas Técnicas y Certificación (ICONTEC).  

The ANSI delegation consisted of 18 members for the COPANT Assembly meeting and 15 members for PASC 30.  The week’s meetings included two days for the COPANT Assembly and COPANT Board meeting followed by the first joint COPANT-PASC meeting.  PASC 30 and the PASC Standing Committee (PASC-SC) meeting rounded out the week.  In addition, the first day of PASC 30 included a first time meeting between the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) and PASC to address the concerns both have with respect to standards and conformance in the region.    

ANSI President and CEO S. Joe Bhatia led the ANSI delegation which was composed of the following members:
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COPANT-PASC Joint Meeting

A joint meeting of the members of COPANT and PASC took place on Wednesday April 25, 2007.  
The meeting was chaired by Fabio Tobón (PASC 30 Chair), Peter Clark (COPANT President), Gary Kushnier (PASC Standing Committee Chair), Manuel Diaz Portocarrero (COPANT Executive Secretary), and Rob Steele (PASC Secretary).  

The meeting was attended by 13 COPANT members, 12 PASC members, 5 members of both COPANT and PASC, and 4 Adherent members of COPANT.  Guest Speakers included Hakan Murby, George Arnold, and Alan Bryden of ISO; Renzo Tani and Jonathan Buck of IEC; and Gary Fishman of ITU.  Michael Bourassa, Carlos Amorim, and Juichi Nagano also presented on issues common to ISO/TMB and IEC/SMB.  

Key issues from the meeting included:  Agreement from PASC and COPANT to work more cooperatively to ensure the combined region has more of a say in international standards, an agreement to exchange information on candidates for ISO/IEC governance roles, encouraged ISO/IEC cooperation and coordination from both PASC and COPANT, training and capacity building initiatives including a survey of common needs in the regions, joint database of available training courses, and holding joint training sessions.  The two bodies also agreed to enhance the use of standards in regulation through the sharing of best practices and case studies and better promotion of standards and the value of standards in general.  

At its conclusion, it was recommended that the Executive Director of COPANT and the PASC Secretary coordinate to develop an Action Plan to address the above key issues.  

COPANT Assembly

Major agenda item presentations and discussions from this year’s COPANT Assembly meeting included:  an ANSI proposal for Pan American standardization: training and capacity building in the area of Fire Protection presented by Antonio Macias of NFPA, creation of an ISO Spanish translation management group, and a presentation by ABNT on Twinning Experiences.

The annual COPANT elections were held.  Pablo Benia of UNIT Uruguay was elected to the position of Vice-President of COPANT.  Mario Wittner of IRAM Argentina was elected to the position of Treasurer of COPANT.  Both will serve terms from 2007-2009.  On the Board of Directions for the 2007-2009 term:  Canada (SCC) was elected for North America and Colombia (ICONTEC) and Brazil (ABNT) were elected as representatives for South America.  The one contested election came down to the seat for representative for Central America and the Caribbean.  Cuba (NC) received 12 votes over El Salvador (CONACYT) who received 9 votes.  

Of primary significance on this year’s agenda was a focus on continued coordination between ISO and IEC.  To that end, the COPANT Assembly reviewed governance opportunities over the next few years in ISO and IEC and encouraged members to support current COPANT candidates for ISO governance positions.  The COPANT General Assembly noted the candidacy of ABNT and AENOR for ISO Council, SCC for ISO TMB, and Mexico for IEC SMB and encouraged all COPANT members who are ISO or IEC members to support these candidates.  In addition, COPANT and PASC agreed to exchange information and support where appropriate each other’s candidates for ISO and IEC governance positions.  

The 2008 COPANT Assembly will be held during the week of May 5-10, 2008 – hosted by the Instituto Argentino de Normalización y Certificación (IRAM) in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  

PASC 30
One of the key highlights to this year’s meeting included the unique opportunity for the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) to meet with PASC to discuss the alignment of standards in the region and the facilitation of trade.   ABAC discussed the work it is undertaking on standards and conformance issues and presented the results of its survey of the heads of National Standards Bodies (NSBs) in the APEC region on the alignment of national standards with international standards, including analysis of the survey results.  

As a result of this meeting between ABAC and PASC, PASC 30 recognized the importance of raising awareness of stakeholders about standards and conformance and the impact standards have on trade, especially among business, government and industry leaders, small and medium enterprises (SMEs), and regulatory authorities.  PASC 30 acknowledged the benefits of further facilitation of the harmonization of national standards with international standards and encouraged PASC members to continue efforts in regional cooperation to achieve harmonization.  
Following the dialogue meeting between PASC and ABAC, PASC agreed on the following ABAC recommendations for collaboration:

· Program of Capacity Building

· Program to Raise Awareness

· Greater Regional Collaboration

· Greater Harmonisation with International Standards

· Identification of Key Areas 

In addition to the ABAC-PASC dialogue, highlights of the PASC 30 meeting include:

· A presentation by Mr. Rob Steele (SNZ, New Zealand) on the role of PASC in supporting Free Trade in the region. Actions included increased support of Free Trade in the region through the establishment of a mechanism for PASC members to cooperate in developing international standards, support of the SRB Strategic Plan as the key operational document to achieve a standards and conformance infrastructure that meets the needs of APEC member economies, and improved communication with trade policy leaders.  

· Mr. Juichi Nagano (JISC, Japan) presented on “Cooperation between ISO/TMB and IEC/SMB”.  PASC 30 recognized the need to enhance synergies between ISO and IEC and recommended an annual joint meeting between ISO/TMB and IEC/SMB and a request for coordinated timing and location of future ISO and IEC meetings.  In addition, PASC members were encouraged to coordinate leadership roles in technical committees within ISO and IEC for the benefit of PASC members.  
· Mr. Michael Bourassa (SCC, Canada) presented on how PASC members can coordinate for leadership of technical committees and increase involvement in TC’s and SC’s.  PASC-SC is to consider how PASC members can enhance their role and contributions to ISO and IEC.  
PASC 31 will be held in Shanghai, China from April 21-25, 2008.  PASC 32 will be hosted by Australia and PASC 33 will be hosted by Mongolia.  

