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Background:

The paper was commissioned by ABAC Australia, and presented to ABAC (Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation’s Business Advisory Council) in June/July, 2005. It was then forwarded for information to APEC’s Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) for review at their February 23-24, 2006 meeting in Hanoi.

The paper’s title is “Report on Resourcing and Supporting Standardization in the APEC Economies for ABAC”

The author is David Lazenby, previously Chief Executive of British Standards Institute (BSI), a Vice-President of the Comité Europeén de Normalisation (CEN), and the Chairman of the International Organization for Standardization’s (ISO) Finance Committee (FinCo).

The paper consists of 41 pages, and is supported by some Annexes (not available for review).

Summary:

The paper resolves to a few major Objectives and Proposals:

- clarify the objectives and ensure that the stakeholders buy into the whole system

- identify the key players, who will be crucial in achieving progress

- raise awareness of standardization, and hence gain more support

- strengthen those NSBs in order to ensure delivery of benefits

- engage governments more effectively, at political and operational levels

- establish better industry linkage in many cases
It provides a good summary of standardization; expressed eloquently by a “Virtuous circle” combination of:

- standards

- conformity assessment

- certification (products and MSS)

- market surveillance

- business information

It takes pains to indicate the economic benefits to societies and gives European examples.

There is a comparison of European Union (EU) and APEC National Standards Bodies (NSBs) especially from the differences in funding, with EU NSBs having high industry funding (and control) and the APEC NSBs more mixed with a notable number primarily funded (and controlled) by national government.

The EU Industry contribution is noted as being in the order of 90%.

Although there is a strong support of the EU approach, there is an acknowledgement it is not quite perfect.

There is no mention of Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs) providing standardization services (Standards Development, Metrology, and Conformity Assessment) with the exception of the European Standards bodies CEN and CENELEC.

Although the political differences are mentioned, the consequences resulting from political Union versus political cooperation are downplayed.

A mention is made of the capacity building assistance available to small NSBs anywhere from major EU NSBs
On a final note there is a suggestion that APEC issue regional standards that are made mandatory throughout the region provided there is a political mood swing towards regional cooperation.
