STRATEGIC PLAN FOR TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT ON SUPPORT OF TRADE FACILITATION FOR AND IN APEC ECONOMIES 

Background

The bringing together of the five APEC Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs) has enabled a coordinated approach to standards and conformance infrastructure development in the region that will support business development and reduce technical barriers to trade.

Objective

The objective of the SRBs is to work with the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Standards and Conformance Sub-Committee (SCSC) to facilitate the development and implementation of Standards and Conformance infrastructures in each member economy. The final objective is a standards and conformance infrastructure that meets the needs of APEC member economies.

APEC Committee on Trade and Investment

The Committee on Trade and Investment set its priorities for 2007 as follows:

· Support for Multilateral Trading Systems

· RTAs/FTAs

· Trade Facilitation

· Transparency

· Digital Economy and Strengthening IPR

· Investment

Support for the multilateral trading system remains CTI’s highest priority.  

APEC Sub-committee on Standards and Conformance 

The APEC Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance, which reports to the APEC Committee on Trade and Investment, agreed at its first meeting on a workplan for 2007, which covers the following actions:

· Trade Facilitation

· Cooperation on Technical Infrastructure Development

· Food Safety Standards

· Pathfinder Initiatives

· Supporting SMEs in accessing information related to standards and conformance

· Standards and Conformance Education

Under Cooperation on Technical Infrastructure Development, APEC SCSC has the following item:

“Cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs) in the areas of standards and conformance will be further strengthened by developing a strategic workplan of cooperation, focused on capacity building. A workshop to explain the role and contribution of the SRBs will be held in the margins of SCSC 2 meeting in June 2007 in Cairns, Queensland, Australia”

The SRBs invited SCSC to review and comment on the SRBs Strategic Plan and send their comments to the Lead Shepherd by 31 Mar 2007 to enable them to be incorporated into the Plan for presentation to SCSC II.

The PASC secretary sought comments on the SRB draft strategic plan by 31 March 2007. 

APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC)

The Survey of the National Standards Bodies by ABAC had the following questions with regard to conformity matters:

· Question 18 - In order to assess conformity against standards, our economy has an adequate number of fully trained auditors across all sectors

Responses were two strongly agree, eight agree, five disagree, one no view, and one needs more information to properly respond.

· Question 19 - Our economy has laboratory capable of testing to all relevant standards

Responses were three strongly agree, seven agree, six disagree, one no view and one needs more information to properly respond.

· Question 20 - Imported products are required to be retested or re-certified to enter our economy

Responses were one strongly agree, two agree, nine disagree, three no view, one not applicable, and one needs more information to properly respond.

ABAC have advised that “The ultimate goal is to ensure an effective business environment through a systematic combination of development and adoption of common international standards, conformity assessment, certification and market surveillance in all APEC economies”.

Recommendation

Comments be submitted on the draft plan and confirm the need for the Strategic plan from a PASC perspective given its position with regard to the ABAC initiative.

