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ANSI comments on the ABAC-PASC Dialogue Meeting Report
Submitted to ABAC

The American National Standards Institute (ANSI) has reviewed the report and finds it to be an accurate account of the outcomes of the PASC-ABAC meeting.

Pages 6-15 are the exact outcomes which PASC forwarded to ABAC following the meeting.

Pages 1-5 are introduction added by Mr. Crouch.
We provide the following minor editorial suggestions:
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The APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC) has long recognised that effective compatibility of standards is fundamental to simplification and prosperity of business in the region.

(Standards uniformity is nearly impossible and would represent an unrealistic objective, however standards compatibility is achievable.  This language difference is especially important for policy implementers).

Development of standards infrastructure and harmonisation/alignment of standards across the region provides the building blocks for successful regional trade and economic development.

(Where the general term “standards” is used to include both mandatory and voluntary requirements as it is in APEC, key government officials may prefer to use the term “alignment” as harmonization of mandatory technical regulations can imply negative connotations impinging on sovereignty.)

ABAC has worked for some years toward the goals of improving regional infrastructure for setting and ensuring conformance with standards, international harmonisation of standards and raising awareness of the importance of standards.

(The term “conformance”, which APEC uses, applies to both mandatory and voluntary requirements.  “Enforcement” applies only to mandatory requirements; “Conformity assessment” applies to voluntary requirements). 

ABAC held a meeting with the Heads of the National Standards Bodies, in conjunction with the

joint Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)/Pan American Standards Commission (COPANT) meeting in Cartagena, Colombia on 26 April 2007.

(The acronym for COPANT is spelled out).
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