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April 16, 2008

FOR INFORMATION

TO:
ANSI Regional Standing Committee – Asia Pacific

CC:
ANSI International Policy Committee (IPC), ANSI Conformity Assessment Policy Committee (CAPC)

FROM:
Steven Bipes, Director – International Policy – Regional and Bilateral Programs
SUBJECT:
Public Documents from the APEC Sub-Committee for Standards and Conformance (SCSC)

Dear Committee Members:

The United States is an active participant in the Standards and Conformance activities of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC).  This participation takes place at several levels.  The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR), together with the U.S. Departments of Commerce and State, represent the United States in the APEC Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) together with their counterparts from the other 20 economies of APEC (more).  Given the extent to which global and regional trade facilitation relies upon voluntary and private sector mechanisms, the SCSC relies upon and leverages the work of the five Asia Pacific Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs) in the areas of voluntary standardization, accreditation and metrology.  As explained in the background information provided below, ANSI is the U.S. member body to several of the APEC SRBs, including the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) – the APEC SRB for Standardization.  Other ANSI federation members and U.S. parties including A2LA, IAS, L-A-B, ACLASS (ANSI-ASQ NAB), AIHA, NVLAP (NIST), PJLA are also supporting members of the five APEC SRBs.

In order to support the work of the SCSC, the SRBs were recently granted access to the SCSC public working documents.  ANSI, working through PASC, and pursuant to ANSI’s mission, would like to begin making these public documents available to the U.S. standards and conformance community for their information.

(Administrative Note: If any of the links below prompt for a username and/or password, please just hit escape until the document appears.)

ANSI Backgrounder on APEC Standards and Conformance

· APEC Standards and Conformance Background Information provided by ANSI
· PPT of U.S. Participation in Asia Pacific Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs)
APEC Documents

The following links include public documents available from the SCSC I related meetings from February 2008 (Lima, Peru) –

(Each is a zipfile containing the agenda and linked documents of 2008 SCSC I related meetings:

· Trade Facilitation Task Force (TFTF) [Chemicals & EU Regulations, etc.]
· Project Advisory Group on Education (PAGE) [Reducing Trade Barriers through increased education on Standards and Conformance]
· Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) I [First meeting of two in 2008]
Extract the contents of each compressed file into its own folder and begin by opening the document 000 which is linked to the other supporting documents for each group.

For specific questions regarding APEC documents contained in these links that are related to mandatory technical regulations and/or U.S. Government, please contact Jennifer Stradtman, International Trade Administration, Department of Commerce at Jennifer.Stradtman@mail.doc.gov, (202) 482-0311 or Julia Doherty, Office of the U.S. Trade Representative at Julia_Doherty@ustr.eop.gov, (202) 395-9559.

For all other inquiries, including those pertaining to voluntary standards and conformance issues, PASC, PAC, APLAC, or other, please contact apec@ansi.org or Amy Michel at (202) 331-3625.

Moving forward, ANSI will systematically make the APEC public documents available to U.S. stakeholders via ANSI online document system, notifying interested parties through the ANSI RSC-AP, and communicating relevant information to the other ANSI governance committees and for a including the ANSI Chemicals Network and ANSI Committee on Education among other groups.

Please also let us know what you think of this service and how we can improve it for ANSI members and U.S. stakeholders at apec@ansi.org.

Thank you,

Steven Bipes
Director – International Policy – Regional and Bilateral Programs
American National Standards Institute (ANSI)
1819 L St NW  6th Floor
Washington, DC  20036
T: +1.202.331.3607
F: +1.202.293.9287
sbipes@ansi.org
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