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Meeting Report

ANSI Regional Standing Committee for Americas 
(RSC-A)

Tuesday February 19, 2008

3:30 pm to 5:00 pm (ET)

Section 1
Opening Items

	1.1
	3:30 pm – 3:35 pm
	Welcome, Opening Remarks, and Introductions

Gene Eckart (NEMA), RSC-Americas Chair opened the meeting and all participants introduced themselves (the meeting attendance list is located at the end of the Meeting Report).  

	1.2
	3:35 pm
	Approval of Agenda

The meeting agenda was approved with a few additional items added:

· USTR Brief (added to Agenda item 2.1)

· ICC Proposal & IAPMO comments (added to Agenda item 2.2)

· Report on SPP (added to Agenda item 2.5)


Section 2
Action/Discussion Items

	2.1


	3:35 pm –3:50 pm
	Update on regional activities from U.S. Department of Commerce and U.S. Trade Representatives Office (USTR)

· NIST:  Ileana Martinez updated the committee on current regional activities including:
1. In March 2007, NIST held a Standards in Trade (SIT) Workshop on Petroleum and Gas for South America. Following this workshop, NIST was invited to make a presentation in September in Mendoza, Argentina.  At the same time, IRAM (Argentina) accepted a presentation from NIST at a seminar on standards.  This was well received and included 60-70 attendees.  

2. The final touches have been completed for the SIT workshop with NEMA in São Paolo, Brazil.  Most of the registered participants are from Brazil. 

3. On January 23, 2008, the Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP) Regulatory Cooperation Group met in Washington, DC.  In anticipation of the next Leaders meeting that will take place this spring, Canada has proposed several workshops to be held under the SPP to continue the private-public sector partnership.  Current ideas for the workshop include general information on the NTTAA rather than specific industry sector workshops.  NIST and ANSI will coordinate and keep the committee apprized of details.

4. February 21-22, NIST held a Standards Education Workshop (ICES).  Information on this workshop was sent to ANSI’s three Regional Standing Committee’s following this meeting.  

· ITA:  Jennifer Stradtman, Office of the ITA Standards Liaison reported on the following current regional activities:

1. Alan Long is no longer the Standards Attaché for South America posted in Brazil.  He has moved to the Senior Commercial Officer (SCO) position in Baghdad.  The position has not yet been filled, but Dale Wright has currently taken over Alan’s responsibilities.  Dale Wright can be reached at 52-55-5140-2603, Dale.Wright@mail.doc.gov.  He also will be keeping up with the new Central America Regional Standards View newsletter that can be viewed at the following link.  
2. The Brazil-US Standards Dialogue is at a standstill.  Cosmetics was proposed as the next DVC topic, but this was not accepted.  The last DVC was on Biofuels.  The next proposed DVC will likely be on Agricultural Machinery.  However, there is an open call for any proposals for sector specific DVC’s with Brazil.  Anyone with suggestions, please contact Jennifer Stradtman at Jennifer_Stradtman@ita.doc.gov.  
3. Gene Eckhart asked about information on the Brazil CEO Board.  The last thing heard was that the board would meet for a dialogue.  Ileana noted that the CEO Forum met in Brasilia on October 31st.  The meeting report has been attached.   
· USTR:  Jeff Weiss and Julia Doherty reported on current regional activities of the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative:
1. Jeff and Julia introduced themselves to the RSC-A and described their current positions as the WTO-TBT related staff at USTR, succeeding Suzanne Troje.  They work to ensure compliance with the WTO agreement and also promote relevant international standards and principles.  They also ensure U.S. compliance with international obligations.  

2. APEC: Julia reported on the APEC meetings taking place the week of February 18 in Lima, Peru.  The meetings addressed initiatives on product safety, REACH, RoHS, and Standards Education.  

3. Jeff Weiss presented an open invitation to the RSC-A to contact him with any trade issues they would be interested in hearing about.  Jeff Weiss can be contacted at jweiss@ustr.gov.  


	2.2


	3:50 pm – 
4:30 pm
	2008 Pan American Standards Commission (COPANT) Items
· COPANT Fire Safety Working Group
Antonio Macias of NFPA reported on the COPANT Fire Safety Working Group.  He reported on the first meeting that took place in Mexico in November 2007.  Thirteen countries were present and his assessment was that the meeting was very successful.  The executive report has been circulated by ANSI to the RSC-A members.  Antonio noted that this meeting was the beginning and that he would be presenting the executive report during the 2008 COPANT Assembly meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  He noted that the Working Group would be recommending two proposals to COPANT.  Steven Bipes asked for the proposals/documents to be circulated to the RSC-A members when available.  
· Update of COPANT Statutes
Steven Bipes updated the RSC-A on the recently amended COPANT Statutes.  Significant changes in the Statutes included:  (1) Terms of the presidency and vice presidency, and (2) changes to the current board seats (8) with the addition of one board seat for Central America/Caribbean and one additional seat for South America.  Steven noted that changes to the COPANT Statutes will be approved by the Assembly in May in Buenos Aires.  These changes have already been approved by the Executive Board.  
· New Adherent Members 
On January 1, 2008, Standards Australia (SA) and the Deutsches Institut für Normung (DIN-Germany) were admitted as Adherent Members to COPANT by the COPANT Board of Directors.  Steven noted that the membership expansion is in line with the COPANT Strategic Plan for increased international outreach and diversity.  He also highlighted that adherent members pay a $6k annual membership fee and have a voice but no vote.  Both SA and DIN will send representatives to the 2008 COPANT Assembly meeting in May.  Committee members addressed their concerns about having these members join as Adherent Members.  ANSI has raised the issues with COPANT about its longer-term strategy regarding membership, wishing to ensure that none of the regional standards groups duplicate other international fora.  The other COPANT members currently support membership expansion.

Proposed MOU with ESOs

Steven Bipes reported on the proposed Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) between COPANT and the ESOs.  As background, the proposal was tabled late last year at the COPANT Board meeting.  Several COPANT Board members had reservations with how the first draft was written.  The proposed MoU was redrafted by ANSI and SCC (Canada) and has been sent to the ESOs for approval.  It has subsequently been rejected by the ESOs and they have signaled their intent to send back a counter proposal MoU.  The first two drafts were submitted to the RSC-A following the meeting.  If a new MoU is accepted by the COPANT Board, the MoU will go to COPANT Assembly and ANSI will encourage its approval.  

· Technical Assistance, Capacity Building, and Training
Steven Bipes highlighted ongoing opportunities for U.S. stakeholders to contribute, participate in, and benefit from various technical assistance opportunities in Latin America available in COPANT through various funding sources.  Interested parties are requested to contact Steven Bipes at sbipes@ansi.org. 

Sylvanna Ricciarini presented ICC’s proposal for a discussion at the COPANT Assembly on Building Codes as Hazards Mitigation Tools and the importance of enforcement of technical norms for both new construction and existing buildings.  ICC wished to present the subject with an aim to create a COPANT working group.  Sylvanna highlighted this as a policy issue to bring to the COPANT forum.  

Gene Eckhart asked Sylvanna to clarify whether ICC was looking for COPANT to support a policy statement, working group, or a training session?  She noted that this was primarily an issue for the region and that information sharing was ideal to create a working group in the short term.  Longer term goals might include research.  Primarily ICC sees this as an opportunity for information transfer and information exchange.  

Neil Bogatz of IAPMO addressed their concerns with this proposal, including the appropriateness of including the value of the ANS and ANSI Essential Requirements consensus process.  IAPMO would be willing to assist ICC in making the presentation.  

Ileana Martinez of NIST addressed concerns with the wording of the proposal, especially the mention of enforcement mechanisms.  She noted that whatever enforcement there is, it is government led and the value of the presentation might be minimal if the intended target audience was not present.  She recommended dropping the enforcement part of the proposal and looking more broadly at hazard mitigation.  

After asking for some consensus from the committee on the matter, Gene Eckhart asked Sylvanna to put into writing what resolutions ICC (i.e. ANSI) would ask of COPANT and to forward the resolutions and a sample powerpoint presentation to the committee for further consideration by February 28, 2008.  

ICC subsequently signaled its wishes to further develop its proposal before having ANSI submit to COPANT.  This message was sent to the RSC-A.  
· 2008 General Assembly
The Pan American Standards Commission (COPANT) Assembly and Workshop will be held May 5-9, 2008 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, hosted by the Instituto Argentino de Normalización y Certificación (IRAM).  The tentative schedule for the week is as follows:
Monday May 5

Delegation Prep Meeting (afternoon, Time 


TBD)




Welcome Reception (PM, Time TBD)

Tuesday May 6

COPANT Assembly Day 1

Wednesday May 7
Workshop (Tentative themes: Energy 



Efficiency/Alternative Energy)

Thursday May 8
COPANT Assembly Day 2 (AM only)




Closing Dinner (PM)

Friday May 9

HOLD:  Possible Workshop

Gene reviewed the tentative schedule and a draft COPANT Assembly Agenda will be sent to the committee members once available.  The workshop discussed for Friday May 9th is a ½ day event with the USNC to discuss three items:

· Establishing a National Committee to the IEC

· IEC Affiliate Program

· Adopting IEC Standards in the Western Hemisphere

The committee reviewed and discussed possible topics for the COPANT Assembly meeting agenda including Siemens proposed topic presented by Rolf Schneider.  Gary Kushnier asked Rolf to clarify what COPANT could do with this agenda item and Rolf noted that this was for informational purposes only.  Gary recommended that this topic instead be discussed at ANSI’s ISO Council (AIC) meeting the first week of March before presenting this to COPANT.  No other agenda items were discussed.      



	2.3
	4:30 pm – 
4:45 pm
	Discussion and Review of the RSC-A Strategy/Goals from March 2004.  

Due to time constraints, this agenda item was postponed for later discussion.  Gene Eckhart (NEMA) briefly went over the seven objectives of the Strategy and noted that the RSC-A has successfully accomplished six of the seven objectives, with the exception of working more closely with the Organization of American States (OAS).  

ACTION:  ANSI RSC-A members are encouraged to look over the strategy and are invited to make comments.   



	2.4
	4:45 pm – 
4:55 pm
	Report on the NEMA MDCP Program in Central America

Gene reported on the Market Development Cooperator Program (MDCP) in Central America.  The first seminar was held in Honduras and was full to standing room only.  The seminar included two half day seminars on U.S. Standards.  

Gene noted that there is still room for participation in future MDCP seminars.  The next seminar series will take place April 8-10 in San Salvador, El Salvador.  Please direct any questions about the program itself or participation to Gene Eckhart at Gen_Eckhart@nema.org.  


	2.5


	4:55 pm – 5:00 pm
	Other Americas Related Items

Steven Bipes briefly reported on the Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP) of North America.  Originally, Canada had been requesting three workshops to occur this year, one in each of the three partner countries (U.S., Canada, and Mexico).  The Canadian workshop will be occurring this spring as Ileana Martinez mentioned in her NIST updates.  ANSI will work with NIST to coordinate with SCC from the U.S. side. 




Section 3
closing Items

	3.1
	5:00 pm
	Concluding discussions / Summary & Action Items

Action Items are highlighted within the agenda items in which they fall.  



	3.2
	5:00 pm
	Future Meeting Dates

The next RSC-Americas meeting will take place April 14, 2008 from 2:30 – 4:30pm.  ANSI staff will send out a reminder email shortly.  

	3.3
	5:00 pm
	Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 5:00pm.  


LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

	Last Name
	First Name
	Organization

	Bipes
	Steven
	ANSI

	Bogatz
	Neil
	IAPMO

	Burgoon
	Mary
	Rockwell

	Caledonia
	Olga
	NFPA

	Teresa
	Cendrowska
	ASTM International

	Doherty
	Julia
	USTR

	Dziedzic
	Bridgette
	ANSI

	Eckhart
	Gene
	NEMA

	Fishman
	Gary
	Alcatel-Lucent

	Kushnier
	Gary
	ANSI

	Macias
	Antonio
	NFPA

	Martinez
	Ileana
	NIST

	McMillan
	Alec
	Rockwell

	Ricciarini
	Sylvanna
	ICC

	Ruger
	Allison
	IHS

	Schneider
	Rolf
	Siemens

	Silletti
	Ron
	IBM

	Sterling
	Joan
	Intertek

	Stradtman
	Jennifer
	DoC/ITA

	Weiss
	Jeffrey
	USTR


All participation was via teleconference.
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