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Terms of Reference

Statement

At the present time, the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1, defines 3 categories of TC/SC membership:

1) Participating Member: To participate actively in the work, with an obligation to vote on all questions formally submitted for voting within the technical committee or subcommittee, on enquiry drafts and final draft international standards, and to participate in meetings.

2) Observer Member: To follow the work as an observer, and therefore to receive committee documents and to have the right to submit comments and to attend meetings. 
An O Member has the right to vote on enquiry drafts and FDISs.

3) Non-Member: A National Body may choose to be neither P-Member nor O-Member of a given committee, in which case it will have neither the rights nor the obligations indicated above with regard to the work of that committee.

The USNC operates on the basis of Technical Advisory Groups (TAGs), one TAG for each IEC TC/SC on which the National Committee is registered as a P-Member.  Currently, the USNC is not registered as an O-Member on any IEC TC or SC but is officially registered as a Non-Member on several.  

Process
In order to provide an opportunity to build potential US interest in an IEC TC or SC on which the USNC is currently registered as a Non-Member, USNC Informational Interest Groups (IIGs) may be establish for the related TC or SC by the USNC Technical Management Committee (TMC).  The following conditions apply:

1)  The related IEC TC/SC must be one on which the USNC is registered as a Non-Member.  The official establishment of an IIG will prompt a change of the USNC’s registration from Non-Member to O-Member on the related TC/SC.

2)  The IIG shall be open to all US national interested parties who indicate that they are directly and materially affected by the activities of the group.
3)  Individuals interested in establishing or joining an IIG will be charged an annual fee of $150 and will be provided access to the working documents of the related TC/SC for monitoring purposes and for their individual use only. No further distribution or storage of these documents will be allowed.  Published copies of the related TC or SC’s standards will be available for purchase via the ANSI Web Store.  Failure to pay the required fee will result in immediate loss of access to the related documents.

4)  Although the USNC will be officially registered as an O-Member of the related TC/SC this does not imply that the IIG or any individual member will have the right to submit comments on working documents nor to attend international meetings of the TC or SC.  If situations arise in which it would be to the best interest of the USNC that comments be submitted on related documents, the USNC TMC will be the sole authority to determine the appropriate action.

5)  No Technical Advisor (TA) nor TAG Administrator will be appointed for an IIG and meetings will not be held.

6)  If, at some point, sufficient interest seems to have developed to warrant the establishment of a formal USNC TAG and the registration of the USNC as a P-Member of the related TC/SC, appropriate documentation is to be submitted to the USNC Office for processing to and decision by the TMC.  In this case, if a formal TAG is established the related IIG is disbanded.
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