Japanese Industrial Standards Committee (JISC) 
Call for Participation in International Workshop on Public Warning
8th September, 2009 at National Center of Sciences, Tokyo Japan
1. Background

During the discussion on “Public Warning” at the 8th WG 3 meeting of ISO/TC223　on　"Societal　Security in September 2008, there was an agreement that the use of “Public Warning” in the world should be investigated in order to develop effective standards in addition to the recognition that the organization of international workshop is a good opportunity for TC223 to elaborate this issue.  At　the　6th　Plenary　Meeting　of　ISO/TC223,　which　was　held　at　Bali,　Indonesia　between 12th and 14th, November 2008,  A Task Group on public warning was established under WG3 with the lead of JISC to organize this workshop.
2. Outline of Workshop

The workshop should be designated to develop effective standards on the concrete expressions of standard siren, alarm, sign, warning text, and warning color etc. which would inform to anyone at anywhere about dangers and to prompt him or her to take proper safety actions in order to protect his or her own life.

All people in standard field are requested beforehand to carry out research on the alarm system of their own country as well as the form of expression of alarms presented at the Workshop. It is also appreciated to recommend those researchers and practitioners from their own country who have expertise in public warning in general and the familiarity with those sirens, alarms, signs, warning texts etc. actually used in each country in particular.

Also those researchers and practitioners who are interested in this field are asked to gather together, to collect theories and concrete expressions of public warnings extensively, such as sirens, alarms, signs, warning texts etc. actually used in each country, and to evaluate them to establish the basis for an International Standard on “Public Warning” by ISO/TC 223.

3. Expected outcomes 
A) Confirmation on basic principle of Public warning
 All organizations which are responsible for contributing to or issuing a public warning
· should be aware of the system so that relevant, accurate, reliable, and timely information will be disseminated promptly (who)

· should take continuous efforts to raise and maintain public awareness about the process of public warning (to whom)

· should use all available means and technologies systematically and redundantly to ensure the highest quality of information (how)

· should specify the following four elements for safety action: when, where, what hazard, and how to cope with (what)
B) Collection of concrete expressions of public warning such as siren, alarms, signs and warnings used around the world

C) Collection of research achievements on “public warning”
D) Establishment of the website devoted to disseminating information including contents above

4. Date and venue
- The workshop will be held at National Center of Sciences, Tokyo Japan on September 8th, 2008.
5. Participants
Researchers and practitioners with the expertise of public warning, ISO/TC 223/WG 3 members, government authority, and public warning related organizations
6. Others

TG meeting will be planned to be held on 9th and 10th September in conjunction with this workshop. 
