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General Comment

1.
In this proposal, interoperability is suggested to be point to point (system to system via back-end interfaces).  In fact it is much more than that.  In the case of legally qualified electronic health records, interoperability is ensured by end-to-end persistence and indelibility:  from point of record origination (point of service, point of care) to EACH ultimate point of record access/use.  Please state.

Specific Comments

Slide 4, 3rd Bullet:


“Readiness is relative to an action for interoperability and must be understood at the messaging level with constrained vocabulary.”

2.
A number of standards to be considered/recommended are not messaging standards.  This statement is not broadly applicable and should be striken.

3.
With regard to messaging/content standards, “constrained vocabulary” is applicable only to certain (by no means all) messaging attributes/elements.  This should be noted.

Slide 7, 2nd Bullet:


“Compatible with other standards, framework, architecture and models (as indicated)”

4.
As this bullet appears under “suitable for purpose”, does this mean a standard may be deemed “suitable” and “compatible” for the purpose(s) of a particular use case?  If so, this is already assumed and does not seem particularly useful to state explicitly.

5.
For a particular use case, are we specifying (expecting) a standard’s compatibility with “other standards, framework[s], architecture[s] and models” pertinent to that use case?  If so, please state.

6.
[Per 4]  If not, are we specifying (expecting) a standard’s compatibility with a broad range of (possibly 100s of) “other standards, framework[s], architecture[s] and models”?

7.
To what does “as indicated” refer?  “As indicated” by the use case?  “As indicated” by the following sub-bullet?

8.
Which frameworks?  What types of frameworks?  Standards-based frameworks?  Other frameworks?

9.
Which architectures?  Standards-based architectures?  Other architectures?

10.
Which models?  What types of models?  Standards-based models?  Other models?

11.
Is compatibility intended to be more than (or only) that specified in the next sub-bullet, i.e., “backward, lateral and forward compatibility”?

Slide 7, Bullet 2, Sub-bullet 1:


“Backward, lateral and forward compatibility considerations”

12.
It is assumed that “backward” and “forward” compatibility apply to successive versions of the same standard.  If so, please state.

13.
It is assumed that “lateral” compatibility applies to successive versions of a set of standards which are intentionally developed, balloted and published in lock step.  If so, please state.

14.
What might be the “considerations” anticipated by this statement?

Slide 7, Bullet 3:


“Includes a documented discovery process of standards landscape”

15.
Unclear as to what this means.  Please explain.

Slide 8, Organization and Process

16.
It is assumed that “organization” means that these criteria are applicable to the Standards Developing Organization (SDO), its committees, work groups, etc.  If so, please state.

17.
It is assumed that “process” means that these criteria are applicable to the process of standards development.  If so, please state.

Slide 8, Bullet 2:


“Balance and lack of dominance by any single interest group”

18.
[Per 15 & 16]  It is assumed that “balance and lack of dominance” applies equally to:

a) balloting/approval of standards drafts;  and

b) selection/election of individuals to SDO leadership positions, including committee and work group leads.

If so, please state.

Slide 8, Additional Criteria

19.
SDOs should be accredited by ANSI or show evidence of equivalent rigor and safeguards in organization and process.  Please state.

20.
Standards should foster unity and encourage commonality.  “Standards” which intentionally promote and preserve fragmentation and disparity do not qualify.  Please state.

