Draft for Committee Consideration


August 25, 2006

To: The Health Information Technical Standards Panel and Board

From:  the Readiness Criteria Committee

Report and Recommendations 

This is a brief summary of the Committee’s work since the June Panel meeting with recommendations for future work.
1. Reviewing the Effectiveness of Tier 2 Criteria

The Committee chose not to develop a scoring or weighting methodology to apply to the measured Tier 2 criteria.  There were four criteria that were required (mandatory) but all others were “optional” without guidance on how to compare one to another.  For example there was neither a total scoring nor weights for individual criteria to guide choice between two overlapping standards.  The Committee proposes evaluating the effectiveness of the Tier 2 Criteria and whether they need to be refined or quantified based on the experience of the Technical Committees in producing the first set of Interoperability Specifications.
2. Develop Tier 3 Criteria

The Committee has determined that it needs to develop readiness criteria that directly address “data elements”.  The Committee has also considered other new criteria including costs, ease of adoption and security but has deferred work.  The raises the question whether there is need for Tier 3 criteria or incorporation of new criteria into the revised Tier 2, as above.  The Committee proposes to resolve need for Tier 3 and to develop data element criteria.
3. Setting Up the Process to Evaluate Standards Developer Organizations

The Committee’s Tier 2 Criteria that was approved by the Panel at its June meeting included the provision that standards developer organizations conduct self evaluation using the Tier 2 developer criteria and that these be overseen by a small committee of the board.  This process has not yet been implemented.  The Committee asks whether it can be of further value in working through this process.
