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1.0 INTRODUCTION

At the Healthcare Information Technology Standards Panel (HITSP) meeting on December 13, 2007, the Panel approved a process to harmonize value sets, information model fragments and similar artifacts and gave responsibility for this process to the HITSP Foundations Harmonization Subcommittee.

The approved process requires two points of formal notification of all HITSP member standards organizations.  First, the Subcommittee is to notify standards organizations and the entire membership of its intent to initiate a harmonization project and a call for participation by standards organization representatives.  This notice will announce a project organizational meeting to determine level of interest and to elect a project leader.

The second notice follows successful completion of the harmonization project to alert standards organizations of the Subcommittee’s intent to approve and publish the harmonized value set or information model fragment for use in all HITSP constructs.  This initiates a 60 day comment period during which standards organizations may provide negative comments for the subcommittee to consider and resolve.  Following resolution, which may require a vote of member standards organizations if all negatives are not resolved, the Subcommittee will advise the Panel for its final review.

The subcommittee will provide monthly notices of intent to Initiate a New Project and to Publish a New Value Set or Artifact.  This is the first monthly notice.

For more detailed information on the Subcommittee’s processes and policies please go to:

http://publicaa.ansi.org/sites/apdl/Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fapdl%2fDocuments%2fStandards%20Activities%2fHealthcare%20Informatics%20Technology%20Standards%20Panel%2fStandardization%20Committees%2fFoundations&View=%7b21C60355%2dAB17%2d4CD7%2dA090%2dBABEEC5D7C60%7d
2.0 Intent to Initiate Harmonization Projects
This section describes harmonization projects and a call for participation by standards organization representatives.  For each project, there will be a project organizational meeting to determine the level of interest and to elect a project leader.
2.1 Demographics Information Model Fragment Project
Project Sponsor:  Bob Dolin (co-chair) 
As first model fragment this project will be conducted by the full Sub-Committee

Organizational Call Date: March 5, 2008 at 10:30AM/ET.  For details on the conference call or more information on participating, please contact Michelle Deane at mmaasdeane@ansi.org
2.1.1 Overview and Scope

The HITSP Foundations Harmonization Subcommittee is iteratively testing its principles and processes via a “small scale harmonization project”, which comprises a number of relatively small domains, including this demographics information model fragment. Model elements will include Patient Name, Patient Date of Birth, Patient Marital Status, and Patient Gender.
2.2 Procedures Body Sites Value Sets Project
Project Sponsor:  Bob Dolin

Organizational Call Date: March 5, 2008 at 10:30AM/ET.  For details on the conference call or more information on participating, please contact Michelle Deane at mmaasdeane@ansi.org
2.2.1 Overview and Scope

The HITSP Foundations Harmonization Subcommittee is iteratively testing its principles and processes via a “small scale harmonization project”, which comprises a number of relatively small domains, including this Procedures Body Sites Value Set. This value set includes body sites for surgical procedures and interventions not including route of medication administration.

2.3 Medication Terminologies Harmonization Project
Project Sponsor:  Scott Robertson

Organizational Call Date: March 5, 2008 at 10:30 ET.  For details on the conference call or more information on participating, please contact Michelle Deane at mmaasdeane@ansi.org_
2.3.1 Overview and Scope

· Medication Terminology Harmonization is a multi-part project
· Defining/describing the ideal state of a medication model and terminology set.

· Select a segment of this ideal state (some part of the model and corresponding terminology) for detailed mapping/harmonization across the various standards and implementation guides. 
·  Potential first segment is Sig (Prescriber Instructions to Patient) - Harmonize the NCPDP Sig with other standards; in particular, harmonization of NCPDP Sig to CCD / CDA is relevant to HITSP specifications.
· Establish a process for ongoing review of the model/terminology relative to new requirements - as they are encountered

· Continue the process of mapping/harmonization progressively.
3.0 Intent to Publish New Value Set
This section describes harmonization projects that have been completed. It is the intent of the Subcommittee to approve and publish the harmonized value set or information model fragment for use in all HITSP constructs. 

The Subcommittee has approved the following for use in all HITSP Interoperability Specifications.

3.1 Sex Structure Value Set

3.1.1 Description

· Identify the sex structure of a person or animal. Excluded are codes related to clinical gender. 

· The WHO provides a nice differentiation between "SEX" and "GENDER": [http://www.who.int/gender/whatisgender/en/index.html] where "SEX" refers to the biological and physiological characteristics that define men and women, and "GENDER" refers to the socially constructed roles, behaviors, activities, and attributes that a given society considers appropriate for men and women. 
3.1.2 Value Set Members

· SNOMED Code - SNOMED Fully Specified Name

· 1086007 Female structure (body structure)

· 37791004 Indeterminate sex (body structure)

· 10052007 Male structure (body structure)

Full Information available at http://tinyurl.com/2zkja6
Closing date for negative comments is March 31, 2008.  All comments should be sent to Michelle Deane, ANSI Secretariat at mmaasdeane@ansi.org.  If you and your organization have no comments it is not necessary to reply.
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