HITSP Information Interchange Subcommittee

Scope Analysis


The Foundations Committee is creating a new subcommittee to address standards harmonization in the area of information interchange.
The Information Interchange Subcommittee will harmonize standards for the exchange of healthcare information between organizations. The subcommittee will initially limit its scope to the exchange of text data.

· Information interchange does not address how healthcare data are stored or processed within an organization

· The committee can look beyond interchange formats specified in existing standards, legislation and regulations (e.g., HIPAA Administrative Simplification)

· Information interchange standardization includes all healthcare information interchange architectures: messaging, structured documents and service oriented architectures

· Information interchange standardization applies to coded data and viewable data

· The HITSP goal of "full healthcare interoperability" requires standards harmonization in all five areas for which the Foundations Committee is responsible (see areas listed below)
Standards Harmonization Objectives 
In order to achieve the primary goal of full healthcare interoperability, harmonization must be achieved in five major areas. 

1. Context/Information Model - establishing a common reference information model (and subordinate models) to support clinical, public health, financial, and administrative healthcare functions. 

2. Terminology/Content Definition – establishing common reference terminology models and data content specifications that are integrated with the information model(s). 

3. Privacy and Security - establishing a common security framework. 

4. Methodology- establishing a common methodology/process that all standards organizations and code set maintainers will follow to achieve standards harmonization. 

5. Information Interchange - establishing a common information interchange format and standards-based application roles and interactions in a comprehensive dynamic model. 

Achieving these objectives will create the Common Standards Development Framework. 
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