	Meeting Name
	HITSP Foundations Harmonization Subcommittee

	Meeting Date and Time: 
	Wednesday, December 9 @ 10:30 AM ET

	Next Meeting Scheduled:
	Monday, December 14 @ 2:00 PM ET


Participants 

	Agenda


· Service Delivery Location Project

· Medication Terminology Route of Administration Project
	Decisions and Actions

	1. Bob Dolin will present to the HIT Standards Committee Clinical Operations Vocabulary TF in January outlining a proposed approach to standards harmonization based on Foundation experience and processes.  We will work on this during the December 23 call.
2. We will review the draft RoA letter to ONC on the Monday call.

3. We have cancelled the December 28 call

	General Notes


Prepared by Ed Larsen

Bob Davis initially chaired the call until Bob Dolin joined at 11.  Bob Davis reviewed the status of the service delivery location project.  He reported on work with Gregg Seppala and Stanley Nachismon to further identify use cases.  As a result, a proposal to HL7 from CDC was discovered.  The proposed value set, said to be a superset of the NUCC codes, covered individual care unit types within hospitals to be used for disease reporting.  As such it was much more granular than other codes used by CMS for admin, finance and e-prescribing.  Gregg reported that HL7 did not want to manage a codes and value sets but would prefer to point to external authority such as NUCC.  Thus we do not know what will be done with the CDC proposal.  Bob Davis went on to contrast the detailed list with those used by CMS.  The latter often combines delivery location type with an organization, e.g., Indian Health Service Provider hospital.  Thus we may need to revisit the service delivery location information model.  Bob Davis will also check with CDC to see if there proposal is an actual superset of NUCC.
Bob Dolin then took up the route of administration harmonization issue.  He urged the SC to step back and define the real world challenge involved in harmonizing codes sets, how to properly engage federal agencies with different legal or regulatory requirements, and how to insure progress post January 2010.  Bob advised us that he and Jamie Ferguson chair of the HIT Standards Committee Clinical Operations Working Group and its Vocabulary Task Force had agreed that Foundations should report on its efforts at the January TF meeting.  Bob suggested that we/they should focus on the decision making framework and criteria, the end state and a transition strategy.  In the case of RoA, the end state might be SNOMED only, FMT only, both with mapping or one with long transition period.  The choice of end state would depend on the decision making framework (already defined in HITSP Tier 2 for selecting among existing standards and code sets).  Bob suggested several criteria including a range from independent code sets to a single fully integrated code set.  Between these poles is the concept of federated codes sets, representing different domains and stakeholders but developed in a coordinated framework.  Governance and responsiveness would define need for different domains.  He also outlined Chris Chute’s concept to semantic coherence among code sets so that they appear integrated to a developer.  That is one can compute and integrated or logical view of codes.  Semantic coherence can occur among concepts and hierarchies. Bob gave the example of LOINC and SNOMED in which LOINC provided finer levels of granularity within the SNOMED hierarchy.  It was not clear how federated code sets or semantic coherence could solve the immediate issue of two independent RoA code sets.
We will again review the proposed RoA letter to ONC, to be staffed through the PM and TC leadership on the Monday call.  Scott Robertson will lead in Bob Dolin’s absence.  We will use the December 23 call to work on a presentation for the Vocabulary TF.  We will only have two calls in January (6 and 11) to prepare a presentation for the Vocabulary TF.
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