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	Meeting Name
	HITSP Foundations Harmonization Subcommittee 

	Meeting Date and Time: 
	May 28 Wednesday at 10:30 EDT (Harmonization Subcommittee) 

	Next Meeting Scheduled:
	June 2 Monday at 2:00 EDT

June 11 Wednesday at 10:00 EDT (Tentative because of TC F2F) 


Participants 

	Agenda


1. Review NLM meeting and collaboration
2. Presentation by Abdul Malik Shakir on Information Modelling
	Decisions and Actions


1. HITSP should as a goal have at least one single “site” and model for publishing, maintaining and distributing value sets
2. Abdul Malik Shakir will develop a basic domain information model based on our demographics work to date to review at the next Wednesday meeting.
	General Notes


Prepared by Ed Larsen
Bob Dolin called the subcommittee to order.  Bob reported on conference call with Betsy Humphreys and NLM (notes attached). 

Abdul Malik Shakir then presented his experience and learning from developing the HL7 reference information model as input to the Foundations Harmonization initial information modeling work in demographics.  His presentation is available in the Foundations Committee presentations folder on the HITSP web site.  
Abdul began by observing different SDOs and even within some SDOs data structure is expressed in different ways, e.g., as segments, schema or models.  In order to compare or harmonize one must use a data model to reveal assumptions, ambiguities, relationships and conflicts.  Abdul’s point was that any data structure can be recast in a model and compared within a domain information model that contains all common concepts.  This is often done using UML.  However, to create such a DIM there must be agreement on the canonical style by all participants.  The canonical model allows one to identify disjoint concepts and those which may include other concepts so that all data elements are traceable to the model concepts.  He discussed some questions he had in our approach to demographics, for example, marital status and how it treated past relationships.  Abdul agreed to join the Foundations Harmonization Subcommittee and to make a first pass at modeling our demographics.

We concluded with a discussion of binding rules and syntax, how to bind/constrain an attribute to a value set.

Please note – Any corrections to the attendance list and contact information should be sent to Ed Larsen (e.larsen@ix.netcom.com).

	Attendee Name
	Present 
	Org.
	E-mail Address

	Bob Dolin (co-chair)
	X
	Kaiser
	Robert.H.Dolin@kp.org

	Chris Chute 
	
	Mayo
	chute@mayo.edu
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	Gary Dickinson
	
	CentrifyHealth
	gary.dickinson@ehr-standards.com
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	GE Healthcare
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	SNOMED International
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	Margaret Mashburn
	
	
	

	Michelle Williamson
	
	CDC/NCHS
	Zup9@cdc.gov
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	Beth Halley
	
	ONC/FHA
	

	Regina Haley
	
	Tri-Care
	Regina.haley.ctr@tma.osd.mil

	Carol Bean
	
	ONC
	

	Asif Syed
	
	AMA
	

	Tim McNeil 
	
	ASC X12 
	

	Annie Mahoney
	
	
	

	Lynda Schulman
	
	Caremark
	

	Mary Lynam
	
	Argus
	

	Mark Green
	
	VA
	

	Bob Owens
	
	ADA
	owensr@ada.org

	Rob McClure
	X
	
	rmmclure@apelon.com
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NOTES from NLM Call on May 22

Bob Dolin arranged a call with Betsy Humphreys and Vivian Ald of NLM and 
Kent Spackman SNOMED/IHTSDO today to discuss how to host and distribute 
HITSP value sets.  We have two types:  those that have been selected by the 
TCs as part of Interoperability Specifications development and those that 
require harmonization by Foundations.  The Care Management and Health 
Records Domain TC under Keith Boone and Corey Spears are cataloguing the 
former, at least for those used with HITSP CDA based summaries, and 
Foundations Harmonization Subcommittee, under Bob Dolin, is working the 
latter.  The CMHR TC work has started with a list of data elements that the 
NHIN Core Working Group identified as part of their implementation work.  We 
will also ensure that Betsy et. al. are formally copied on all Foundations 
Harmonization output.

NLM, through Betsy, has expressed interest in working with HITSP in 
establishing at least one place and method for broadly distributing value 
sets, whether based on SNOMED or not, in as simple a manner as possible. 
For SNOMED based value sets the subset table is probably sufficient now. 
NLM is willing to help in the work of defining value sets if we can provide 
a point of leverage, i.e., possibly the focused work that Keith et. al. are 
involved in rather than a more global approach to all vocabulary.

One of the challenges of distribution is finding a simple method that meets 
implementers' needs.  Since it was the NHIN contractors that helped us frame 
the data element consistency problem, their feedback on how we should 
distribute value sets would be useful.  Bob Yencha is our formal liaison 
with the NHIN project and will help out there.

So by way of this e-mail I am advising Keith and Corey that they will be 
contacted by NLM to assess how it might collaborate.  I assume that Lee 
Jones, our Program Director, will be kept advised and Bob D, Bob Y and I 
would also like to stay involved.[image: image1.png]
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