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	Meeting Name
	HITSP Foundations Committee (Small Scale Harmonization Project)

	Meeting Date and Time: 
	Wednesday, August 22 at 10:30 (Small Scale Harmonization Project)

	Next Meeting Scheduled:
	CANCELLED - Monday, August 27 at 2:00 EDT  (Small Scale Harmonization Project)
Wednesday August 29 at 10:30 (Security and Privacy)
Wednesday, September 5 at 10:30 (Small Scale Harmonization Project


Participants 

	Agenda


· Continue harmonization of “gender” at line 20 of spreadsheet (Establish baseline decisions)
· Review open issues – focus on 2 year project plan

	Decisions and Actions


1. The sub-group discussed but deferred “baseline decisions” concerning gender value set as subset of SNOMED CT until next meeting.
2. Discussion of US Realm was deferred to next meeting.  Ed Larsen, based on input coordinated by Sarah Ryan, will revise draft proposal for the September 5 meeting.
3. Next meeting we will also work on the project timeline for the US Realm machinery based on HITSP harmonization activities.

	General Notes


Prepared by Ed Larsen
Bob Dolin called the Foundations Committee Small Scale Harmonization Project sub-group to order.  He began by reminding us where we were in the prototype process for harmonizing gender code sets as defined in line 20 of the worksheet.  We needed to address baseline decisions including whether to construct a new or select a reference code set, while minimizing impact of change on SDOs and ensuring a fair mechanism for them to request changes.  He offered as strawman the use of a subset of SNOMED CT gender codes, generally corresponding the commonly used codes among SDOs, i.e., M,F and U.  This would allow easy mapping by the SDOs to their internal values as a step towards adopting the standard value set coding.
There was a general discussion of the implications of using subsets of SNOMED.  Specifically the issue of who would be responsible for the text definitions of the SNOMED codes was raised, since all codes do not have clear, widely accepted text definitions.  Once defined there becomes a need for maintenance.  These definitions, similar to the creation of new code sets, could be maintained by HITSP (the Foundations Committee spawned Harmonization Steering Group or one of its workgroups, by the US national release center (similar to the SNOMED editorial board) or a steward SDO.  Although not decided the default appears to be a HITSP/US Realm entity since SNOMED codes might not always be used and the discomfort of having one SDO act as steward whether of codes or semantic definitions for other SDOs.

Bob went through the decision process in regards to “gender”.  First the workgroup would have to determine whether to create new codes or using an existing reference code set (preferred).  In the case of gender and the SNOMED strawman, the next decision was whether SNOMED codes exist (then select the subset) or do not exist (create US realm extension and request SNOMED to add).  Either case results in entries into US realm code sets.  Note the working group makes recommendations to the steering group but does not directly approve code sets, etc.  Bob viewed this prototype example as non-precedent setting, i.e., the next value set would not necessarily be a subset of SNOMED although that might become a default preference reference code set.

There was discussion of why HITSP should intervene in subsetting SNOMED for SDOs if it was the reference code set used in HITSP Interoperability Specifications.  Was this simply adding another level of “domain” expertise to an otherwise complex process?  In the end the sub-group was not ready to approve the strawman proposal and it was deferred to next meeting.  
Because of time we were unable to address the open issues.  Bob indicated he placed high priority in discussing planned projects at the next meeting and insuring that all accepted role of Foundations.  We also anticipate reviewing an updated US Realm proposal at the next meeting.  Tim McNamara will distribute a paper on approach to harmonizing semantic and computer codes.  Because of MedInfo in Australia, next Monday’s meeting is cancelled.
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