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	Meeting Name
	HITSP Foundations Committee (Small Scale Harmonization Project)

	Meeting Date and Time: 
	Thursday and Friday, June 28-29 (Small Scale Harmonization Project) Face to Face at O’Hare Hilton Garden Inn 

	Next Meeting Scheduled:
	Monday, July 2 at 2:00 (Small Scale Harmonization Project) 
Wednesday, July 3 at 10:30 (Security and Privacy)




Participants 

	Agenda


· Review of principles

· Mock-up exercise

· Consensus process
	Decisions and Actions


1. Bob Dolin will publish the Project Plan document reflecting meeting results.

2. The group will hold it call on July 2 to review and validate notes.

3. Ed Larsen will draft a proposal for US Realm for the sub-group.

	General Notes


Prepared by Ed Larsen
The Foundations Committee Small Scale Harmonization Project sub-group met for a two day face to face meeting at the O’Hare Hilton Garden Inn on Thursday and Friday, June 28-29.  The meeting was also available by teleconference and Go-to-Meeting.  Bob Dolin presided.  These notes are highlight key points of discussion but should be reviewed in the context of the Small Scale Harmonization Document that Bob edited during the meeting.  When differences occur, the document contains the definitive output of the meetings.
On both days, following introductions, we reviewed the agenda.  On the second day we also reviewed first day work.  We generally proceeded on three topics:

· Review of principles

· Mock-up exercise

· Consensus process

Chris Chute asked that the review of principles included discussion of US realm operations and macro issues (continuity, maintenance, who owns).

Review of principles

1. Added principle – not restricted to point to point communication but scope would not apply to display name or values

2. To minimize SDO overhead, we explicitly separated concept value sets per se and data elements syntax and formats external and internal

3. Value sets that participating SDOs have agreed to share will become HITSP-recognized US Realm value sets

4. Common information reference model

We refined common information reference model to shared terminology model for value sets (one time decision):

· Working model

· Fragment model (bottom up) with style guide

· “Fragment” of UML model, like name or gender

· Stepping stone to RIM

· Fragments will not preclude top-down approach

· Info model UML of harmonized value sets

· Common style guide and modeling formalism for model fragments beyond just EA

· Same consensus process for both value sets and fragments – not same 

· Syntactic information model (how we populate UML structure)

· Value sets can draw from different code sets and terminologies versus single terminology model

Orthogonal or Federated Content and shared model

Examples: Drugs, Disease (canonical), Cellular or genomic and hospital specific language

· Impact on Clinical Decision Support

· Logical consistency 

· Flat versus sub-sumption

· No one terminology is possible but is one terminology model possible

· Terminologies are vocabularies and tables

· CTS2, Lexgrid, other model candidates

· Define structure of source terminology

· Machinery to manage multiple terminologies, even simple case of local codes for rooms/locations

· A common framework for federation of complimentary terminology

· Drawn for standard source terminologies

· Series of medium terminologies with limited semantic type (domains) scope, e.g., SNOMED

· Want “semantic coherence” across common framework

· Need to define semantic coherence

· Dynamic and static versioning creates different set of issues 

· Enumeration versus logical extension

· Dynamic binding can be updated when new version is published whereas static binding requires action by the SDO

· Decision for next step: go big information model or more small stuff (value sets and fragments) that works – consensus was the latter approach

· International harmonization is added challenge

· Difference in name fragments between US, Europe and Asia

Chris Chute Presentation

· Who owns US realm machinery?

· Naming and versioning problems for value sets (10,000 – 100,000)

· Run time needs value sets not reference terminologies

· Semantic wiki and protégé

· The sub-group will develop a business proposal, statement of problem, options and proposed solution) for HITSP to forward to ONC and AHIC

· Ed Larsen will draft for sub-group review

· “Machinery” is stalking horse for US Realm

· US Realm more than computer to manage value sets but to be defined

Mock-up exercise

· Output includes both the value set and value set metadata/description

· Value set for administrative gender, for example

· Test with USHIK and NCI CDE and SNOMED RefSet

· Send value set and value

· ANSI root HITSP OID registry

· How do you reference value set binding

· Sub-group will handle nulls at higher level not at individual value set level

Consensus Process 

· There was extended discussion on both days of how the consensus process among SDOs and HITSP would work.

· See document for final positions

· The goal is to minimize overhead and complexity issue

· Treat HITSP value sets as external code sets (e.g., CDC in regards race and ethnicity)

· Definition of version versus release (see document)

· What is best practice

· Will recommend a HITSP Harmonization Steering Group (to take over work of Foundations once process and initial value sets developed)

· Drawn from HITSP volunteer and project team leadership and all official representatives of HITSP member SDOs

· Work by consensus not unanimity

· When one or more SDO cannot harmonize, advise look at new use case proposal

· Release 

· Value sets are not connected to HITSP IS/Construct releases but will be incorporated in them

· What is status of released value set

· Value sets versus hierarchy and list

· Request Process

· See notes

· From any SDO, TC or this group

· Approval Process

· See notes

· By consensus of HITSP 

· Adoption Process

· Based on each SDO process

· Overarching role of Sec HHS in recognizing standards that may have HITSP value sets and CCHIT that might certify

Monday afternoon meeting

· Will review Bob’s document for both attendees and those who could not participate.

· Define sub-group output for the October panel meeting

· The final document

· Example harmonized value sets (content and structure)

· Recommended process

· Proposal for US Realm
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