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	Meeting Name
	HITSP Foundations Committee (Small Scale Harmonization Project)

	Meeting Date and Time: 
	Wednesday, April 18 at 10:30 EST

	Next Meeting Scheduled:
	April 25 at 10:30 EST – Focus on Security and Privacy 
May 2 at 10:00 EST – Focus on Small Scale Harmonization Project (SSHP)
NOTE:  This Meeting will start 30 minutes earlier than normal and last one hour to accommodate those attending HL7 meeting in Germany

Call info:

800-393-0640, Intl. 1-719-867-3400

Ptp code 986749
(Go to meeting to be provided)


Participants 

	Agenda


· Review and approve the draft letter requesting standards organization formal representation on project
· Presentation by Mark Shafarman on ISO/CEN/HL7 harmonization initiative
	Decisions and Actions


1. The subgroup approved the letter and asked the Secretariat to send to HL7, X12N, NCPDP, ASTM, SNOMED and LOINC.  The staff should also post a general announcement requesting participation by any other interested standards organizations.
2. Gary Dickenson will prepare a white paper on persistent, legal medical record based model.
3. The security and privacy subgroup of the Foundations committee will meet Wednesday, April 25, at 10:30 EDT.  The SSHP sub-group will meet on May 2 at 10 EDT for one hour to accommodate HL7 attendees.

	General Notes


Prepared by Ed Larsen
Bob Dolin, co-chair, called the meeting to order.  The subgroup approved the draft letter requesting formal representation and participation.  The letter was edited to include a two week response time.  The letter will be sent by Michelle as the HITSP Secretariat to HL7, X12N, NCPDP, ASTM, SNOMED and LOINC.  Staff will provide general notice to any other interested parties.
Mark Shafarman from HL7 then presented an overview of HL7 model based approach to harmonization and the ISO/CEN/HL7 initiatives.  A large set of slides and documents from Mark are available in the Foundations Committee folder at the HITSP web site.

Mark began by stating the case for a common information model to be able to manage multi-systems information interfaces.  He then described the HL7 Reference Information Model (RIM) and how it is extensible by adding vocabulary to the model’s structure based context.  He then went on to describe the HL7 Development Framework (HDF) as a general methodology for comparing and harmonizing different information models to the RIM.  It is UML based with some tools but requires manual mapping of any model to the RIM format.  Even with the model mapping there remains a need to actually map different vocabularies and codes sets themselves.  Mark suggested that the HDF and RIM approach does not lock one into HL7 Version 3.0 but is a general method for comparing and harmonizing.  He noted that in the demographics domain that the subgroup is targeting, that use of such a method might help us tease out the differences in marital status based on legal, financial or relationship status.  Even so, the method does not determine how to deal with different levels of granularity among data elements in different standards.  This could be agreeing on a common subset or creating a superset.

There were questions regarding the RIM as the harmonization target given the different purposes represented by clinical, financial (X12N is interested in harmonization with tax naming data!). 

Bob suggested that the SSHP will have to compare data elements in different standards.  We can fundamentally use an existing method such as HDF, NCI CaBig or USHIK, create our own UML model or use an extensive spreadsheet for mapping.
Mark then described a proposed harmonization initiative among ISO, CEN and HL7.  The actual agreement has not yet been signed.  One of the purposes of the initiative is to align CEN 13606 EHR standard, which is fast tracked under agreement with ISO, with US interests and HL7 standards before it becomes an ISO standard.  To this end there have been efforts to compare and map 13606 archetype approach to documents to the HL7 CDA and to map to the RIM.  Mark suggested this initiative might be something HITSP would have interest in participating.
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SSHP:  Small Scale Harmonization Project
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