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ICMM Members
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In addition to company members, 
we count over 40 national and 
commodity associations as 
members, each of which share our 
commitment to responsible and 
sustainable mining practices. 

By working together, we hope to 
achieve a positive impact on our 
wider industry that enhance the 
contribution of mining and metals 
to sustainable development. This 
embodies our purpose of 
providing leadership through 
collaboration. 

ICMM b ring s tog e the r a  third  of the  mining  and  me tals se ctor to  d rive  lead e rship , action, and  innovation. 
Me mb e rs se t the  stand ard  for re sp onsib ly p rod uce d  mine rals and  me tals in a  safe , just and  susta inab le  world .
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ICMM’s Mining Principles
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What are they?

• ICMM’s Mining Principles define 
good practice environmental, 
social and governance requirements 
for the industry through a comprehensive 
set of performance expectations.

• Implementation is supported by robust site-level validation, transparent disclosure of the outcomes and credible 
assurance of corporate sustainability reports.

• ICMM’s Mining Principles are a condition of membership for company members. Applying to more than 650 assets in 
over 50 countries, ICMM’s Mining Principles seek to improve performance improvements at scale.

Why do they matter?

• Until now, ICMM’s Mining Principles have been our core proposition to stakeholders, and the embodiment of our 
leadership proposition. Conformance with the Principles is a condition of membership.

• With Consolidation, that proposition will change to the Consolidated Standard, which incorporates the Mining Principles

https://www.icmm.com/en-gb/our-principles
https://www.icmm.com/en-gb/our-principles
https://www.icmm.com/en-gb/our-principles
https://www.icmm.com/en-gb/our-principles
https://miningstandardinitiative.org/


Membership requirements
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ICMM’s Mining Principles 
respond to evolving societal 

expectations of the mining and 
metals industry.

Environmental, Social, and Governance 
requirements for company members 
through a comprehensive set of 
performance expectations and related 
position statements.

Supported by assurance of corporate 
sustainability reports, and robust site-level 
validation of Performance Expectations.

Apply to 650 assets in 50 countries: 
driving performance at scale.



The Mining Principles
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1. Ethical Business
2. Decision Making
3. Human Rights
4. Risk Management

5. Health and Safety
6. Environmental Performance
7. Conservation of Biodiversity

8. Responsible Production
9. Social Performance
10.Stakeholder Engagement
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10 PRINCIPLES: Responding to societal expectations of responsible mining.

9 POSITION STATEMENTS: Responding to specific issues of concern where more detailed responses are needed.

39 PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS: Defining good practice ESG requirements.

ICMM's Mining Principles (cont.)

1. Ethical Business
2. Decision Making
3. Human Rights
4. Risk Management
5. Health and Safety
6. Environmental Performance
7. Conservation of Biodiversity
8. Responsible Production
9. Social Performance
10. Stakeholder Engagement



Assurance
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Annual assurance of corporate sustainability reporting:

1. Alignment of policies and procedures to ICMM MPs + corporate elements of PEs

2. Identification of material sustainability risks and opportunities

3. Management of material issues

4. Reported performance against material issues

5. Linkage to prioritisation for validation

Plus requirement to report in accordance with GRI Standards



Site-level validation & public disclosure
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Performance at the individual asset level:

1. Self-assessments complete at all sites

2. Prioritisation of assets for third-party validation and disclosure of criteria 

3. Third-party validation carried out on prioritised assets, including site visits where needed

4. Public disclosure of the results of both self-assessments & third-party validation in sustainability reports

Annual assurance of corporate sustainability 
reporting:

1. Alignment of policies and procedures to ICMM MPs + 
corporate elements of PEs

2. Identification of material sustainability risks and opportunities

3. Management of material issues

4. Reported performance against material issues

5. Linkage to prioritisation for validation



ICMM’s Mining Principles
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— ICMM’s Mining Principles define 
good practice environmental, social 
and governance performance 
expectations for the mining and 
metals industry.

— Implementation is supported by 
robust site-level validation; credible 
assurance and transparent 
disclosure.

— ICMM’s Mining Principles seek to improve environmental, social and 
governance performance at scale.

Our Mining Principles remain the bedrock of our membership commitments



ICMM, The Copper Mark, Mining Association of Canada (MAC), and World Gold Council (WGC) are working together to develop the 
Consolidated Mining Standard Initiative (CMSI). 

– The CMSI brings together the best aspects of their four, well established responsible mining standards into one, global standard and 
independent oversight system with multi-stakeholder participation to drive performance improvement at scale.

– The CMSI aims to simplify the current upstream mining standards landscape, promote continual improvement of responsible mining practices 
along individual metals’ value chains, and address stakeholder/societal demands for responsibly produced materials.

Consolidated Mining Standard Initiative (CMSI)
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The new standard has been designed to:

• Be implemented by mining companies of all sizes, 
across all locations and all commodities that are 
committed to responsible mining practices.

• Set a clear benchmark on what good looks like for the 
industry.

Next steps:

• The CMSI is currently being finalised.

• Once finalised, the Standard is expected to be adopted 
by existing members of ICMM, WGC, MAC and 
participants of The Copper Mark.
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