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Require the use of electronic form
The ANSI ExSC agreed previously that a developer may require that materially affected parties submit public comments in electronic form.  Several related issues have been raised and were discussed by the ExSC:

· Can a developer require the use of a particular electronic form for the submittal of public review comments?  Votes?

The ExSC agreed that it is acceptable for a developer to specify a particular electronic system and format for the submittal of votes and public review comments as long as there is no undue burden to the participant and the developer is comfortable that its procedures support and provide for such a requirement.  In addition, developers should have a provision that addresses the situation in which someone demonstrates that for valid reasons s/he cannot submit a vote or public comments through the specified system.  Finally, it is up to the developer to clearly define the term “electronically” within this context.

To this point, a prior ExSC interpretation, which supports text that is published presently in Standards Action, will be revised as follows: 
Please note that the ANSI Executive Standards Council (ExSC) has determined that an ASD has the right to require that interested parties submit public review comments electronically, in accordance with the developer’s procedures.
· If a specific form is required for the submittal of comments, but the developer receives comments in another form, may the developer require resubmittal as a condition of consideration?

The ExSC’s response to this question is:  yes, as long as the form is available and able to be utilized without any undue barrier to its use.
With respect to form usage developers have to handle odd cases on a case-by-case basis.  It was noted that the advantage of requiring a form is that expectations are specified.  Predictability in the standards process is viewed positively.

These discussions led the ExSC to approve the following statement:

The ExSC encourages developers to utilize electronic systems to improve process efficiency.

