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5.2. Balance

The ExSC reviewed the current language contained in the ANSI Essential Requirements as it relates to balance.  

The BSR routinely asks developers whose submittals do not appear to satisfy the historical criteria for balance to provide evidence of documented outreach intended to achieve balance. Members discussed the long history associated with the approval of the current language, which was designed to provide flexibility yet ensure that all ANSI-Accredited Standards Developers seek appropriate balance.

ExSC members recalled and confirmed the basis of the current language associated with balance.  Balance is a goal; however outreach to achieve balance is a requirement.  The historical criteria for balance are not hard-and-fast requirements; however, it is appropriate for the BSR to consider those criteria as benchmarks when evaluating a developer’s procedural compliance.  Further, it is appropriate to request related evidence that demonstrates the type of outreach undertaken by a developer to achieve balance.  The application in this manner of the historical criteria for balance was contemplated when the current language was approved.  The ExSC noted that the current language clearly states the following:

“The standards development process should have a balance of interests. Participants from diverse interest categories shall be sought with the objective of achieving balance.” (Emphasis added)

