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1. ExSC Interpretation:  September 2003

At their September 2003 meeting, the ExSC considered the following questions posed by an ANSI Accredited Standards Developer (ASD):

We are considering the use of a collaboration tool for our development of standards.  When the time comes to ballot the canvass, can we require that all ballots be submitted electronically?  

Members discussed the related issues at length in terms of openness and whether or not such a practice would be considered exclusionary.  Many noted that there is routine public access to electronic communications.  In addition, some noted this is also a productivity issue and the ability to streamline a process should not be delayed because of a requirement that a paper-based option be available.

The following motions were made and approved:

· The ExSC’s interpretation is that a developer may mandate that consensus body members submit votes electronically. 

· In connection with public review, the ExSC’s interpretation is that a developer may mandate that comments be submitted electronically.

The ExSC also requested that the public review notice carried in ANSI’s Standards Action  be updated to reflect this interpretation and to clarify that it is acceptable for a developer to require electronic submittal of public review comments.  In addition, the ExSC recommends that ASDs include specific language in related notices to the public and to consensus body members.

