ANSI POSITIONS

41Th MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPING COUNTRY MATTERS (DEVCO) 

17 SEPTEMBER  - 18 SEPTEMBER, 2007
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

	DEVCO ITEM NUMBER
	AGENDA ITEM 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ANSI POSITION

	1 
	Opening of the meeting 

Executive summary

This item is primarily protocol.  The chairman of DEVCO will give welcoming remarks  

Recommended ANSI position:

None



	2
	Adoption of the agenda

Executive summary

DEVCO delegates will be asked to approve the agenda presented in DEVCO Working Documents 

Recommended ANSI position

ANSI should approve the agenda.


	3
	Tabling of the minutes of the 40th DEVCO meeting held in Ottawa, Canada 11-12 September 2006
Executive summary

The draft minutes of the 40th DEVCO meeting held in Ottawa, Canada, were made available on the ISO/DOC server on 9 January 2007. No amendments to the minutes were submitted.
Recommended ANSI position

ANSI should support minutes of the DEVCO meeting.  


	4
	Matters arising from the minutes of the previous Meeting 

Executive summary

There are 17 total DEVCO resolutions from the previous meeting.   Resolution 10 names ANSI as one of the organizations that contributed to the Fund-in Trust in 2006.  There are no controversial items.  

Recommended ANSI position

None




	5
	Report by the DEVCO Chair on the 6th and 7th meetings of the Chair’s Advisory Group (Cag) and the Annual Meeting of the Regional Liaison Officers (RLOSs)

Executive summary

The minutes from the 6th and 7th meetings are included in the working documents.   
The 6th DEVCO Chair’s Advisory Group Meeting took place 12 September, 2005 in Ottawa, Canada. Resolution 15 acknowledges positively the DEVCO/TMB panel discussion.  Twining was one of the major topics discussed as twinning is a TMB initiative.  Generally DEVCO members see twinning as a noble concept to enhance developing countries’ participation in ISO technical work.  However, from the interactions during the breakout session and the panel discussion which focused at the policy level, the concept has not been adequately promoted and furthermore members are not clear on how the arrangements are initiated and work.  Members also felt that the concept should be extended to also cover twinning between two developing countries and that hosting of technical committees also be considered in twinning arrangements.   A DEVCO/TMB Task Force was established to follow up on the recommendations from the panel discussion.  
The 7th DEVCO Chair’s Advisory Group Meeting took place 29-30 March 2007, Geneva, Switzerland.   For item 8, Dr. Calzadilla-Sarmiento presented a background paper on ISO e-learning to define criteria for selecting delegates and experts from developing countries to participate in ISO’s e-learning course on International Standardization. CAG members offered the following comments: 

· A strong commitment from the NSB to support and monitor the progress of the trainee is needed; 

· To the extent possible, NSBs enrolling staff to the e-learning course should have some guarantee that the trainee will not leave the NSB in the immediate future after completing the course; 

· Do not necessarily exclude senior level staff from taking the course; 

· Concern was expressed for the length of the first module: 6 months is considered too much of an effort for a staff member having a full-time job; 

· To facilitate their work and stimulate the interaction, trainees should be allowed to meet in person or by teleconference at the beginning of the 6-month training effort; 

· If the participation is limited to one trainee per NSB the potential collaboration and mutual support between the trainees is lost. 

Recommended ANSI position

ANSI could commend DEVCO for their efforts in helping developing nations become more effective participants in international standardization and should offer knowledge and expertise where necessary to help these projects succeed.   


	6
	Report by the DEVCO Secretary on the implementation of the ISO Action Plan for developing countries 2005-2010.  
Executive summary

The working documents describe comprehensively the programs that were carried out to address the ISO Action Plan.  
Programs under “Improving awareness of the role of standards” were:
· Regional seminars on “ISO 22000 - Food safety management systems” were held in India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Libya, Morocco, Mozambique, Tunisia and Yemen
· A new publication entitled ISO 22000, Food safety management systems - An easy-to-use checklist for small business - Are you ready? was published in collaboration with the International Trade Centre
· Seminars on 14001:2005 - Environmental management systems were held in Angola, Bangladesh, India, Mali and Nepal 
Programs “Under Building technical infrastructure” were:

· DEVCO finalized with UNIDO a publication entitled National Standards Bodies in the 21st Century

· DEVCO developed a new course on Good Standardization Practice as an introduction to the Code of Good Practice for standardization. It discusses the importance of globalization and trade; the relevance of WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.  It was organized on a pilot basis in Bahrain and Costa Rica in July 2007. 
· DEVCO distributed to its members in March 2007 a publication entitled Guidelines for establishing a National Standards Users’ Society was issued by the International Federation of Standards Users
There were other seminars and publications finished and distributed that addressed the other three points in the ISO Action Plan. 
There are also two reports submitted to DEVCO delegates from CASCO and COPOLCO.  See working documents for details.    
Recommended ANSI position

ANSI could commend DEVCO for carrying out the ISO Action Plan programs reported and offer assistance in kind for upcoming projects.


	7
	Report by the DEVCO/TMB ad hoc Task Force

Executive summary
The DEVCO/TMB ad hoc Task Force was established as a result of the joint DEVCO/TMB panel held at the 40th DEVCO meeting.  The ad hoc Task Force agreed to finalize the Guidance document on Twinning. The Guidance document provides ISO committee leaders and participants with advice on cooperative twinning opportunities to accomplish greater effectiveness in developing country participation and leadership in ISO committees.  The document will be presented at the DEVCO discussion group on “Twinning Arrangements – The way forward” scheduled on 17 September 2007 at 14:00.  Mr. Steven Cornish (TMB) and Mr. Supachai Tepatanapong (DEVCO) will report on other activities of the DEVCO/TMB ad hoc Task Force and discuss future plans. 
Recommended ANSI position

None


	8
	Reports by International Organizations on activities of interest to developing countries  

Executive summary:

IEC, ITC, OIML and UNIDO will present reports to DEVCO about matters of interest to developing countries.  
Recommended ANSI position:

None



	9
	Presentation of the themes and break-out into discussion groups 
Executive summary:

The DEVCO Chair’s Advisory Group (CAG) has selected the following themes for the break out sessions: 

a. Effective stakeholder participation: the national perspective 

b. The role of regional organizations in International Standardization  

c. Twinning arrangements – The way forward  
See schedule at the end of this document.
Recommended ANSI position:

ANSI should commend DEVCO for having these discussion groups which fulfills DEVCO’s mission to provide a forum for the exchange of information and experience between developed and developing countries.  ANSI should encourage all participants especially the developed countries to participate and contribute to the discussions.

	10
	Reporting from DEVCO discussion groups

Executive summary

The discussion group rapporteurs, Mr. Adu Gyamfi Darkwa, Mr. Carlos Amorim and Ms. Mariani Mohammad will present the outcome of the discussions held on the previous day.  They will also discuss the 8th DEVCO CAG meeting on 18 September 2007.  Input from these discussions will be folded in the development of the Technical Assistance Plan for 2008.
Recommended ANSI position

None


	11
	Date and place of the next meeting

Executive summary 

The 42nd meeting of DEVCO will be held on Sunday 12 and Monday 13 October in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, followed by the ISO General Assembly on 14-16 October 16, 2008.  

Recommended ANSI position

Accept recommendation



	12. and 13.
	Any other business and Closure of the meeting
Recommended ANSI position

Under “Any other business” ANSI should thank Bernardo Calzadilla for his excellent work and wish him well with his new endeavors.




41ST MEETING OF DEVCO, 17-18 SEPTEMBER 2007, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 
CICG, Monday 17 September 2007 
	Time 
	ROOM 22 (ground level) 
	ROOM 3 (ground level) 
	ROOM 4 (with translation into French) (ground level) 

	14:00 
	Discussion Group 1 Effective stakeholder participation: the national perspective 
	Discussion Group 2 
The role of regional organizations in International Standardization 
	Discussion Group 3 Twinning arrangements – The way forward 

	
	Welcome and Opening Mr. Serguei Kouzmine, Secretary, Working Party 6, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, facilitator Mr. Adu Gyamfi Darkwa DEVCO CAG, GSB (Ghana) Rapporteur 
	Welcome and Opening Mr. Gerardo Patacconi, Senior Industrial Development Officer, United Industrial Development Organization, UNIDO, facilitator Mr. Carlos Amorim DEVCO CAG, ABNT (Brazil)  Rapporteur 
	Welcome and Opening Mr. Shyam Gujadhur, Senior Adviser on Standards and Quality Management, International Trade Centre (UNCTAD/WTO), facilitator Ms. Mariani Mohammad DEVCO CAG, SIRIM/DSM (Malaysia), Rapporteur 

	
	Mr. Wilson Barbosa de Oliveira, PETROBRAS/Engineering on establishing a national mirror committee for ISO/TC 67 on Materials, equipment and offshore structures for petroleum, petrochemical and natural gas industries Mr. Pekka Järvinen, Managing Director SFS (Finland) on the establishment and running of national mirror committees in Finland Mr. Francis Farrugia, Chairman, Malta Standards Authority (MSA) on Reinforcing Small State Participation in Standardization 
	Mr. Gaston Michaud, Deputy Secretary General, CEN Mr. Prem Nandlal, Chairman of CROSQ and Executive Director Trinidad and Tobago Bureau of Standards (TTBS) Mrs. Maureen Mutasa, SADCSTAN Chair and Director General Standards Association of Zimbabwe (SAZ) Mr. Gary Kuschnier, Chairman PASC SC and Vice President -International Policy, American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 
	Mr. Steven Cornish, ANSI (USA) and member of the ISO/TMB and Mr. Geoff Visser, Executive Standards Development, SABS (South Africa) on the Guidance on Twinning Ms. Kirstina Sandberg, SIS (Sweden) and Mr. Eduardo São Thiago, ABNT (Brazil) Twinning experience in ISO/TMB WG on Social Responsibility Mrs. Ghaïet-El-Mouna Annabi, Director General, INNORPI (Tunisia) and Mr. Javier Garcia,  Head of ISO/CEN Unit, Standardization Division, AENOR (Spain) on twinning in ISO/TC 228 Tourism and related services 

	15:30 
	Coffee/Tea break 
	Coffee/Tea break 
	Coffee/Tea break 

	17:30 
	Closure 
	Closure 
	Closure 
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