February 23, 2009
What’s New?

What’s New? is a weekly, electronic newsletter produced and distributed free of charge to the members and constituents of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI).  For a complete listing of ANSI news and events, please visit our website, ANSI Online. >>>



HEADLINES

A summary of this issue’s top stories…
ANSI Initiates Paper Competition for First-Ever U.S. Celebration of International Accreditation Day
In recognition of the first-ever official U.S. celebration of International Accreditation Day on June 9, 2009, ANSI is pleased to launch a paper competition focused on the value of accreditation in the global marketplace. All interested parties are invited to submit their papers by April 24, 2009.
more...



ANSI Kicks Off U.S.-India Standards and Conformance Cooperation Program in New Delhi
With an exchange of nearly thirty-four billion dollars of goods in 2007 alone, trade between the U.S. and India is active and growing. In order to facilitate this relationship and promote further growth, ANSI launched the U.S.–India Standards and Conformance Cooperation Program with a ceremony in New Delhi on February 20.

more...
ANSI Announces Official Launch of New Certificate Accreditation Program
ANSI has kicked off a new accreditation program for organizations that issue education and training certificates to U.S. workers. Termed the ANSI Certificate Accreditation Program, the first meeting of the ANSI-CAP Accreditation Committee was held on Friday, February 13, 2009.
more...



ACLASS Continues as Signatory to IAAC MLA 
The ANSI-ASQ National Accreditation Board/ACLASS has been approved for continued status as a signatory of the Inter-American Accreditation Cooperation multilateral recognition arrangement for calibration and testing. The approval took place at a meeting of the IAAC MLA Committee on February 18 in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
more... 

International Standard Measures Climb and Descent Abilities of Electric Wheelchairs 
For millions of people who rely on wheelchairs to get around, uneven ground, curbs, doorways, and other obstructions can make it challenging and even dangerous to navigate many areas. A new International Standard developed by the International Organization for Standardization measures the ability of electric wheelchairs to safely climb and descend such obstacles.
more...



Did You Know?
Did You Know? offers a quick look at the broad scope of activities underway within the ANSI Federation, highlighting the people and initiatives making waves in standardization. In this issue: new ISO manual on ICT applied to standards, TIA launches Electronic Certification System for toys, NIST seeks public comment for updated Special Publication 800-53, and the Structural Building Components Association and the Society for Human Resource Management earn accreditation.


PUBLIC POLICY

Federal Register notices of potential interest …

Standards and Trade Related Notices from the U.S. Federal Register, February 14, 2009 – February 20, 2009
National Cooperative Research and Production Act Notices from the U.S. Federal Register, January 21 – February 09, 2009




PUBLICATIONS

Take advantage of more great information…


Standards Action – February 20, 2009
The latest issue of ANSI’s key public review vehicle. 
2007-2008 Annual Report
This year's annual report, bridge to the future, describes how ANSI and its Federation of members are demonstrating the strength of standards-based solutions to national and global priorities – fortifying the U.S. marketplace position in the global economy while helping to protect the environment and assure the safety and health of consumers.

Check out our other publications and documents of interest.



CALENDAR

Please check the Events Section of ANSI Online regularly for updated and new event information.

ANSI Organizational Member Forum (OMF) Meeting
Arlington, VA

March 11, 2009
ANSI Joint Member Forum (JMF) Meeting
Arlington, VA

March 11, 2009
ANSI Company Member Forum (CMF) Meeting
Arlington, VA

March 12, 2009
ANSI-EPA Sustainable Products Standards Workshop
Arlington, VA

April 8-9, 2009
Open Forum for Standards Developers
Washington, DC

June 16-17, 2009

World Standards Week
Bethesda, MD
October 5-8, 2009

U.S. Celebration of World Standards Day
Washington, DC

October 7, 2009



CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

As a service to our members and constituents in the U.S. standards and conformity assessment community, ANSI provides an online network connecting the most progressive companies with the most qualified career-minded individuals.
Openings are frequently available in ANSI’s New York and Washington, DC, offices. For more information or to submit your qualifications, visit the Career Opportunities Section of ANSI Online.



STORE

Buying standards? Check out the eStandards Store (eSS)…
Manage access to the standards you need most with a customized site license.
Learn more about this issue’s featured package:
ISO 14121 - Safety of Machinery Package 
Discounted 20% off of the individual list price, this package establishes general principles to assess the risk of machinery associated with design, use, incidents, accidents and related harm during various phases of the life cycle of a machine. This package includes ISO 14121-1:2007 and ISO/TR 14121-2:2007.

For information about the inventory of thousands of documents available from the eStandards Store (eSS), please visit webstore.ansi.org or contact ANSI Customer Service (212.642.4980, storemanager@ansi.org). 
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