
U.S. Federal Register Update: November 19 – November 23, 2018 
 
The U.S. Federal Register Update contains summaries of entries in the U.S. Federal Register that may be of particular 
interest to the standards and conformity assessment community. This update is provided on a weekly basis by ANSI as a 
service to its members as part of the Institute’s e-newsletter, What’s New? 
 
Pipeline Safety: Plastic Pipe Rule 

Published 11/20/2018 
Reference ANSI, ASME, ASTM, ISO, NFPA, UL     
PHMSA is amending the Federal Pipeline Safety Regulations that govern the use of plastic piping systems in the 
transportation of natural and other gas. These amendments are necessary to enhance pipeline safety, adopt innovative 
technologies and best practices, and respond to petitions from stakeholders. The changes include increasing the design 
factor of polyethylene pipe; increasing the maximum pressure and diameter for Polyamide-11 pipe and components; 
allowing the use of Polyamide-12 pipe and components; new standards for risers, more stringent standards for plastic 
fittings and joints; stronger mechanical fitting requirements; the incorporation by reference of certain new or updated 
consensus standards for pipe, fittings, and other components; the qualification of procedures and personnel for joining 
plastic pipe; the installation of plastic pipe; and a number of general provisions. The effective date of these amendments is 
January 22, 2019. The incorporation by reference of certain publications listed in the rule is approved by the Director of 
the Federal Register as of January 22, 2019. 
  
Passenger Equipment Safety Standards; Standards for Alternative Compliance and High-Speed Trainsets 

Published 11/21/2018 
Reference ASME, ISO     
This final rule amends FRA's passenger equipment safety standards using a performance-based approach to adopt new and 
modified requirements governing the construction of conventional- and high-speed passenger rail equipment. This final 
rule adds a new tier of passenger equipment safety standards (Tier III) to facilitate the safe implementation of nation-wide, 
interoperable high-speed passenger rail service at speeds up to 220 mph. While Tier III trainsets must operate in an 
exclusive right-of-way without grade crossings at speeds above 125 mph, these trainsets can share the right-of-way with 
freight trains and other tiers of passenger equipment at speeds not exceeding 125 mph. This final rule also establishes 
crashworthiness and occupant protection performance requirements in the alternative to those currently specified for Tier I 
passenger trainsets. Together, the Tier III requirements and Tier I alternative crashworthiness and occupant protection 
requirements remove regulatory barriers and enable use of new technological designs, allowing a more open U.S. rail 
market. Additionally, the final rule increases from 150 mph to 160 mph the maximum speed for passenger equipment that 
complies with FRA's Tier II requirements. This final rule is effective January 22, 2019. 
  
Heavy Walled Rectangular Welded Carbon Steel Pipes and Tubes From the Republic of Turkey: Affirmative Final Results 

of Countervailing Duty Administrative Review 

Published 11/21/2018 
Reference ASTM     
The Department of Commerce determines that Ozdemir Boru Profil San. Ve Tic. Ltd. Sti. (Ozdemir), an exporter/producer of 
heavy walled rectangular welded carbon steel pipes and tubes (HWR pipes and tubes) from the Republic of Turkey (Turkey), 
received countervailable subsidies during the period of review (POR) December 28, 2015, through April 25, 2016, and 
September 12, 2016, through December 31, 2016. Applicable November 21, 2018. 
  
Magnesium From Israel: Initiation of Countervailing Duty Investigation 

Published 11/20/2018 
Reference ASTM     
On October 24, 2018, the U.S. Department of Commerce (Commerce) received a countervailing duty (CVD) petition 
concerning imports of magnesium from Israel, filed in proper form on behalf of US Magnesium LLC (the petitioner), a 
domestic producer of magnesium. The CVD Petition was accompanied by an antidumping (AD) Petition concerning imports 
of magnesium imports from Israel. 
 
On October 26 and 29, 2018, and November 5 and 7, 2018, Commerce requested supplemental information pertaining to 
certain aspects of the Petition in four separate supplemental questionnaires, two addressing Volume I of the Petition and 
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two addressing Volume II of the Petition (i.e., the CVD allegation). The petitioner filed responses to these requests on 
October 30 and 31, 2018, and November 6 and 9, 2018. 
 
In accordance with section 702(b)(1) of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (the Act), the petitioner alleges that the 
Government of Israel (GOI) is providing countervailable subsidies, within the meaning of sections 701 and 771(5) of the Act, 
to producers of magnesium in Israel and that imports of such products are materially injuring, or threatening material injury 
to, the domestic industry producing magnesium in the United States. Consistent with section 702(b)(1) of the Act and 19 
CFR 351.202(b), for those alleged programs on which we are initiating a CVD investigation, the Petition is accompanied by 
information reasonably available to the petitioner supporting their allegations. 
 
Commerce finds that the petitioner filed the Petition on behalf of the domestic industry because the petitioner is an 
interested party as defined in section 771(9)(C) of the Act. Commerce also finds that the petitioner demonstrated sufficient 
industry support with respect to the initiation of the requested CVD investigation. Applicable November 13, 2018. 
  
Magnesium From Israel: Initiation of Less-Than-Fair-Value Investigation 

Published 11/20/2018 
Reference ASTM     
On October 24, 2018, the U.S. Department of Commerce (Commerce) received an antidumping duty (AD) Petition 
concerning imports of magnesium from Israel, filed in proper form on behalf of US Magnesium LLC (the petitioner), a 
domestic producer of magnesium. The AD Petition was accompanied by a countervailing duty (CVD) Petition concerning 
imports of magnesium from Israel. 
 
On October 29, 2018, and November 5, 2018, Commerce requested supplemental information pertaining to certain aspects 
of the Petition in three separate supplemental questionnaires, two addressing Volume I of the Petition and the other 
addressing Volume III of the Petition (i.e., the AD allegation). The petitioner filed its responses to the supplemental 
questionnaires on October 31, 2018, and November 2, 2018, and November 6, 2018. 
 
In accordance with section 732(b) of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (the Act), the petitioner alleges that imports of 
magnesium from Israel are being, or are likely to be, sold in the United States at less-than-fair-value (LTFV) within the 
meaning of section 731 of the Act, and that such imports are materially injuring, or threatening material injury to, the 
domestic industry producing magnesium in the United States. Consistent with section 732(b)(1) of the Act, the Petition is 
accompanied by information reasonably available to the petitioner supporting its allegation. 
 
Commerce finds that the petitioner filed the Petition on behalf of the domestic industry because the petitioner is an 
interested party as defined in section 771(9)(C) of the Act. Commerce also finds that the petitioner demonstrated sufficient 
industry support with respect to the initiation of the requested AD investigation. Applicable November 13, 2018. 
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