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ANSI Congressional Standards Update is a monthly, electronic newsletter produced and distributed free of charge to members of Congress and their staff by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). For a complete listing of ANSI news and events, please visit our website, ANSI Online. >>>


HEADLINES
A summary of this issue’s top stories
ANSI Launches Top Issues Portal to Track Emerging Priorities in Standardization
In response to requests for a centralized resource on strategic and emerging issues facing both the Institute and its Federation of members, ANSI has created a Top Issues tracking system. This unique service will aid ANSI members as they identify and track emerging issues affecting the standardization and conformance community, their constituents, and other stakeholders.

more...
EPA WaterSense Program Leads to Reduced Water Use and Consumer Savings
According to a recent accomplishment report from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the EPA’s WaterSense program helped consumers save more than 36 billion gallons of water and $267 million on water and sewer bills in 2009. As an EPA-approved accreditation body, ANSI has accredited five EPA-licensed bodies to provide certification services for WaterSense.

more...
ISO 26000 Final Draft International Standard on Social Responsibility Now Available
A Final Draft International Standard of ISO 26000, Guidance on social responsibility, is now available for a two-month period and vote by member countries of the International Organization for Standardization. The draft standard is slated for publication by year end.

more...
OECD Working Group Will Strengthen Consumer Product Safety Information Sharing
The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has created a working group on consumer product safety that will advance an ambitious program to improve information sharing and promote greater cooperation among enforcement authorities worldwide.
more...
ANSI Courses Educate Constituents on Key Issues in Standards and Accreditation
The Institute offers a number of workshops and courses to keep constituents apprised of vital information on standards and accreditation activities.

more...
Updated ISO Standards Improve Maritime Fuel Quality
Two revised International Standards developed by the International Organization for Standardization address marine fuels, providing higher international requirements for air quality, ship safety, engine performance, and crew health.

more...
WSC Academic Week Highlights the Importance of Standardization Education
Earlier this month in Geneva, the World Standards Cooperation Academic Week brought together representatives of national standards bodies, international organizations, industry, and academia from 30 countries to discuss the evolving relationship between standardization and academia.

more...
People on the Move
People on the Move spotlights trailblazers in standardization, highlighting their latest achievements, advancements, and contributions to the standards community. In this issue: Darrin Drollinger and Robert H. Chalker.
Did You Know?
Did You Know? offers a quick look at the broad scope of activities underway within the ANSI Federation, highlighting the people and initiatives making waves in standardization. In this issue: ASHRAE iPhone app facilitates calculating ventilation rates; ISO releases new edition of 9001 for small businesses; ACS offers podcasts on chemistry solutions to global challenges; GREENGUARD virtual home tour educates viewers on indoor air pollution; B11 Standards Inc. approved as ASD; and Mobility Golf approved as ASD.


SOCIAL MEDIA
ANSI actively participates in a number of social media websites, making pertinent information about events and initiatives readily accessible and providing a place of discussion for the U.S. standardization community.

Check us out on …



     

    

    
      



PUBLICATIONS
Take advantage of more great information…

Change Is Built on a Foundation of Strength
This document targeting Congress and members of the new administration outlines the benefits and contributions of the U.S. standards and conformance system and its use of a consensus-based, public-private partnership model.
Overview of the U.S. Standardization System
This document will provide a greater understanding of the U.S. voluntary consensus standards and conformity assessment infrastructure.

United States Standards Strategy
The USSS establishes a framework to advance trade issues in the global marketplace, enhance consumer health and safety, and further U.S. viewpoints in the regional and international arena.
National Conformity Assessment Principles for the United States
This document articulates principles for conformity assessment activities in the United States.
2008-2009 Annual Report
This year's annual report, A Pattern of Success, describes how ANSI and its Federation of members have continued a pattern of success, strength, and accomplishment that is more than ninety years strong, fortifying the U.S. marketplace position in the global economy through standards-based solutions to national and global priorities.

Check out our other publications and documents of interest.



CALENDAR

Please check the Events Section of ANSI Online regularly for updated and new event information.

World Standards Week


September 20–24, 2010
Arlington, VA
U.S. Celebration of World Standards Day 2010
September 23, 2010

Washington, DC


You have received this message as a Congressional member or staff contact, or because you have requested a subscription to this newsletter.  If you wish to unsubscribe yourself from this list, please reply to this email (or to sdoucet@ansi.org) with the following text as the subject of the message:  UNSUBSCRIBE.  

If you would like to subscribe additional persons to this publication, please reply to this email (or to sdoucet@ansi.org) with SUBSCRIBE as the subject of the message and the additional e-mail address(es) in the body text of the e-mail.  We welcome your feedback on how we can improve this e-newsletter to better serve your needs.
ANSI’s Washington, DC-based government affairs staff stands ready to provide you any additional information that you may need about significant developments within the standardization community.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact Scott Cooper, ANSI vice president, government relations (scooper@ansi.org; 202-331-3610).
 
American National Standards Institute • 1819 L Street, NW  • Washington, DC • 20036
