Dear Colleagues:

 

We are pleased to enclose the first complimentary issue of a new communications vehicle, the ANSI Congressional Standards Update.  Produced by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), this free, monthly, electronic newsletter is designed to provide members of Congress and their staff with timely information on key standards and conformity assessment issues that impact the global competitiveness of U.S. business and the U.S. quality of life.
We hope you will find the information in this newsletter useful and we welcome your feedback on how we can improve it to better serve your needs. If you would like to subscribe additional persons to this publication, please reply to this email (or to jzabinski@ansi.org) with SUBSCRIBE as the subject of the message and the additional e-mail address(es) in the body text of the e-mail.  If you wish to unsubscribe yourself from this list, please reply to this email (or to jzabinski@ansi.org) with the following text as the subject of the message:  UNSUBSCRIBE.  
ANSI’s Washington, DC-based government affairs staff stands ready to provide you any additional information that you may need about significant developments within the standardization community.  If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Best regards,
 

David L. Karmol
Vice President, Public Policy and Government Affairs
dkarmol@ansi.org
202-331-3610
 
ANSI is a one-stop resource for instant access to standards and standards information.
www.ansi.org
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HEADLINES
A summary of this issue’s top stories…
 
USDA Considers Adoption of ISO Standards for Animal Microchips (March 14, 2006)
The Coalition for Reuniting Pets and Families petitioned the USDA to adopt a national RFID (radio frequency identification) standard for companion animals. The agency is soliciting public comments regarding the proposal.
more....
 

Healthcare Information Technology Standards Panel Convenes to Advance National Health Information Network (NHIN) (March 13, 2006)
The Healthcare Information Technology Standards Panel approved a set of “Tier One” high-level standards readiness criteria that helps to lay the foundation for a national shared healthcare information system.
more....

NSF International Introduces Certification Program for Sports Supplements (March 10, 2006)
NSF International recently launched a new certification program for dietary supplements and sports nutrition products. The Athletic Banned Substances Certification Program is designed to provide assurance of a manufacturer’s label claim, and to protect against the inclusion of banned substances in sports supplements.
more....
 
Aerospace Industry Argues for Standards Based on Technical Excellence Rather than Source (March 7, 2006)
Experts from the Strategic Standardization Forum for Aerospace have released a position paper arguing that aerospace must select standards based on safety, quality and technical merit, rather than the organization that developed them. 
more....
 
Coordination, Cooperation and Progress: Events in Washington, DC, Commemorate Tenth Anniversary of the National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act (NTTAA) (March 6, 2006)
Members of the standardization community and representatives from various government agencies gathered today in Washington, DC, to commemorate the passage of the National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act (NTTAA) passed into law on March 7, 1996.

more....
 
U.S. Department of Defense Becomes First Federal Agency to Mandate Compliance with Global Criteria for Personnel Credentialing (March 1, 2006)
The Department of Defense is now requiring its agency personnel and contractors who perform certain Information Assurance functions to be certified by credentialing bodies that have been independently accredited by a third party. This is the federal government’s first venture into mandating increased accountability from personnel certification bodies.
more....
 


PUBLICATIONS
Take advantage of more great information…
 
Winter 2006 ANSI Reporter
This issue of the ANSI Reporter presents an examination of standards and the related products, services and processes that affect the human body.
 
ANSI Reporter – Special Feature on the Tenth Anniversary of the NTTAA
Special commemorative issue of the ANSI Reporter.
 
2004-2005 Annual Report
An almanac of the Institute’s accomplishments and financial activities of the past year, with a view of goals for the future as presented by the chairman and president.
 


You have received this message as a Congressional member or staff contact, or because you have requested a subscription to this newsletter.  If you wish to unsubscribe yourself from this list, please reply to this email (or to jzabinski@ansi.org) with the following text as the subject of the message:  UNSUBSCRIBE.  

If you would like to subscribe additional persons to this publication, please reply to this email (or to jzabinski@ansi.org) with SUBSCRIBE as the subject of the message and the additional e-mail address(es) in the body text of the e-mail.  We welcome your feedback on how we can improve this e-newsletter to better serve your needs.
ANSI’s Washington, DC-based government affairs staff stands ready to provide you any additional information that you may need about significant developments within the standardization community.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact David Karmol, ANSI VP of Public Policy and Government Affairs at dkarmol@ansi.org; 202-331-3610.
 
American National Standards Institute • 1819 L Street, NW • Sixth Floor • Washington, DC • 20036
 

