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THE ASK:

• Understand how the plastics industry
fits into a world committed to
sustainability

• Using trend information, identify
opportunities for ASTM D20 to
develop relevant and timely new
standards

• Outcomes used to inform direction of
ASTM D20
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PLAN OF ACTION:

Identify the organizations 
calling for standards and 
reach out to understand 
the specifics of the ask 
(MAY-JUNE)

01
Conduct survey to 
understand industry needs 
(MAY-AUGUST)
• Collaborate with E60;

understand outcomes of recent
survey (APRIL-MAY)

02
Report out short- and 
long-term trends and gaps 
with recommendations 
(EOY)

03
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SAMPLE OF RELEVANT PROJECTS
MENTIONING / INFLUENCING 

STANDARDS DEVELOPMENT

• Global Treaty:  Agreement to develop a UN Treaty Addressing Plastics
Pollution

• US / EU Laws and Regulations:

• NIST required to report back to Congress on status of Circular
Polymers in “Save our Seas 2.0”

• EPA releases National Recycling Strategy; Plastics strategy due within 18
mos.

• EU requesting new plastics standards through new directives via CEN TC
211, TC 249 including for microplastics, recycling definitions etc.

• UMASS Lowell and GC3 leading new standards efforts to define
sustainable chemistry for “future US legislation and EU directives”

• Standards Work Examples:

• ASTM E60: Circular Economy Workshop – April 19 & 20

• State of California’s new recycling accessibility requirements

• ISO TC 323: Circular Economy

• ISO TC 61: updating ISO 15270: Guide for Recycling Plastics

• ISO TC 38: working on ISO 5157: Circular Economy of Textiles

• ISO TC 308: ISO 22095 expansions: Mass Balance & Book and Claim

• NEN 22095: Certification Schema Project to align certification programs with
ISO 22095: Chain of Custody- General Terminology and Models

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND
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WHERE DO WE START?

• ASTM E60 CE Workshop

• NIST Report on “Circular
Polymers”

• National Academies of Sciences
“Microplastics in Food and
Water Systems” Webinar

• ACC Calls for “Standards” in “5
Asks for Congress”

• GC3 & Green / Sustainable
Chemistry Initiative

• APR Critical Guides

• Singapore Standards
Organization Sustainable
Packaging Guidance Framework

• Calls for further guidance on or
takes position on chemical
recycling:
• Ocean Conservancy Paper

• WWF Position Paper

• Eunomia Position Paper

• NRDC Position Paper

• Google’s Technical White Paper 
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THANK YOU

Thoughts? Feedback? Questions?

Julia Farber, Sr. Strategic Manager, Circular Economy, Eastman

Sustainability Advisor for ASTM D20, Member-at-Large

julia.farber@eastman.com
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