
U.S. Federal Register Update: April 30 – May 4, 2018 
 
The U.S. Federal Register Update contains summaries of entries in the U.S. Federal Register that may be of particular 
interest to the standards and conformity assessment community. This update is provided on a weekly basis by ANSI as a 
service to its members as part of the Institute’s e-newsletter, What’s New? 
 
Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to Specified Activities; Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to Site Characterization 
Surveys Off of New York 
Published 5/3/2018 
Reference ANSI     
In accordance with the regulations implementing the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) as amended, notification is 
hereby given that NMFS has issued an incidental harassment authorization (IHA) to Statoil Wind U.S. LLC (Statoil) to 
incidentally harass, by Level B harassment only, marine mammals during marine site characterization surveys off the coast 
of New York as part of the Empire Wind Project in the area of the Commercial Lease of Submerged Lands for Renewable 
Energy Development on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS-A 0512) (Lease Area) and coastal waters where one or more cable 
route corridors will be established. This Authorization is valid for one year from the date of issuance. 
  
Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to Specified Activities; Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to Marine Site 
Characterization Surveys Off of Rhode Island and Massachusetts 
Published 5/4/2018 
Reference ANSI     
NMFS has received a request from Deepwater Wind New England, LLC (DWW), for authorization to take marine mammals 
incidental to marine site characterization surveys off the coast of Rhode Island and Massachusetts in the area of the 
Commercial Lease of Submerged Lands for Renewable Energy Development on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS-A 0486) 
and along potential submarine cable routes to a landfall location in Rhode Island, Massachusetts or New York. Pursuant to 
the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS is requesting comments on its proposal to issue an incidental 
harassment authorization (IHA) to incidentally take marine mammals during the specified activities. NMFS will consider 
public comments prior to making any final decision on the issuance of the requested MMPA authorizations and agency 
responses will be summarized in the final notice of our decision. Comments and information must be received no later 
than June 4, 2018. 
  
Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to Specified Activities; Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to the Parallel Thimble 
Shoal Tunnel Project in Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Published 4/30/2018 
Reference ANSI, ISO     
NMFS has received a request from the Chesapeake Tunnel Joint Venture (CTJV) for authorization to take marine mammals 
incidental to the Parallel Thimble Shoal Tunnel Project (PTST) in Virginia Beach, Virginia. Pursuant to the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS is requesting comments on its proposal to issue an incidental harassment authorization (IHA) 
to incidentally take marine mammals during the specified activities. NMFS will consider public comments prior to making 
any final decision on the issuance of the requested MMPA authorizations and agency responses will be summarized in the 
final notice of our decision. Comments and information must be received no later than May 30, 2018. 
  
Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to Specified Activities; Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to the Chevron 
Richmond Refinery Long Wharf Maintenance and Efficiency Project in San Francisco Bay, California 
Published 4/30/2018 
Reference ANSI, ISO     
NMFS has received a request from Chevron for authorization to take marine mammals incidental to incidental to pile 
driving and removal associated with the Long Wharf Maintenance and Efficiency Project (WMEP) in San Francisco Bay, 
California. Pursuant to the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS is requesting comments on its proposal to issue 
an incidental harassment authorization (IHA) to incidentally take marine mammals during the specified activities. NMFS will 
consider public comments prior to making any final decision on the issuance of the requested MMPA authorizations and 
agency responses will be summarized in the final notice of our decision. Comments and information must be received no 
later than May 30, 2018. 
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Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to Specified Activities; Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to Astoria Waterfront 
Bridge Replacement Project 
Published 5/2/2018 
Reference ANSI     
In accordance with the regulations implementing the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) as amended, notification is 
hereby given that NMFS has issued an incidental harassment authorization (IHA) to the City of Astoria, Oregon, to 
incidentally harass, by Level B harassment only, marine mammals during construction activities associated with a 
waterfront bridges replacement project in Astoria, Oregon. This authorization is effective from October 1, 2018 through 
September 30, 2019. 
  
Distributed Energy Resources-Technical Considerations for the Bulk Power System; Notice Inviting Post-Technical 
Conference Comments 
Published 5/4/2018 
Reference IEEE     
On April 10 and April 11, 2018, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) staff convened a technical conference 
to discuss the participation of distributed energy resource (DER) aggregations in Regional Transmission Organization (RTO) 
and Independent System Operator (ISO) markets and to more broadly discuss the potential effects of DERs on the bulk 
power system. 
 
All interested persons are invited to file post-technical conference comments on the topics relating to the potential effects 
of DERs on the bulk power system as discussed during the technical conference, including the questions listed in the 
Supplemental Notices issued in this proceeding on March 29, 2018 and April 9, 2018. In addition, Commission staff is 
interested in comments on several follow-up topics and questions. Commenters need not respond to all topics or questions 
asked. 
  
National Bioengineered Food Disclosure Standard 
Published 5/4/2018 
Reference ISO     
A recent amendment to the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 requires the Secretary of Agriculture (Secretary) to establish 
the national mandatory bioengineered (BE) food disclosure standard. The Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) is proposing 
a new rule that would require food manufacturers and other entities that label foods for retail sale to disclose information 
about BE food and BE food ingredient content. The proposed rule is intended to provide a mandatory uniform national 
standard for disclosure of information to consumers about the BE status of foods. AMS seeks comments on the proposed 
rule. This proposed rule also announces AMS' intent to request approval by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) of 
new information collection and recordkeeping requirements to implement the proposed BE food disclosure standard. 
Comments on the proposed rule must be received by July 3, 2018. Pursuant to the Paperwork Reduction Act, comments 
on the information collection and recordkeeping burden must be received by July 3, 2018. AMS will conduct a webinar on 
this rulemaking, and further information regarding webinar details will be presented in a separate Federal Register 
notification. 
  
Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to Specified Activities; Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to the Cook Inlet 
Pipeline Cross Inlet Extension Project 
Published 5/2/2018 
Reference SAE     
In accordance with the regulations implementing the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), as amended, notification is 
hereby given that NMFS has issued an incidental harassment authorization (IHA) to Harvest Alaska, LLC (Harvest), to 
incidentally take, by Level B harassment, eight species of marine mammals incidental to oil and gas pipeline installation 
activities associated with the Cook Inlet Pipeline Cross Inlet Extension Project (CIPL), Cook Inlet, Alaska. The IHA is valid 
from April 25, 2018, through April 24, 2019. 
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