
U.S. Federal Register Update: August 8 – 12, 2016 
 
The U.S. Federal Register Update contains summaries of entries in the U.S. Federal Register that may be of particular 
interest to the standards and conformity assessment community. This update is provided on a weekly basis by ANSI as a 
service to its members as part of the Institute’s e-newsletter, What’s New? 
 
Amendment of the Emergency Alert System 

Published 8/11/2016 
Reference ANSI       
In this document, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC or Commission) revises its rules governing the Emergency 
Alert System (EAS) to add three new EAS event codes, covering extreme wind and storm surges, as well as revise the 
territorial boundaries of the geographic location codes for two offshore marine areas. Effective September 12, 2016. 
 
Taking and Importing Marine Mammals; Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to Northeast Fisheries Science Center 

Fisheries Research 

Published 8/11/2016 
Reference ANSI       
NMFS' Office of Protected Resources (hereinafter “OPR” or “we” or “our”), upon request of NMFS' Northeast Fisheries 
Science Center (NEFSC), hereby issues a regulation to govern the unintentional taking of marine mammals incidental to 
fisheries research conducted in a specified geographical region, over the course of five years. This regulation, which allows 
for the issuance of a Letter of Authorization for the incidental take of marine mammals during the described activities and 
specified timeframes, prescribes the permissible methods of taking and other means of effecting the least practicable 
adverse impact on marine mammal species or stocks and their habitat, as well as requirements pertaining to the monitoring 
and reporting of such taking. Effective from September 12, 2016 through September 9, 2021. 
 
Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to Specified Activities; Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to Waterfront 

Improvement Projects 

Published 8/9/2016 
Reference ANSI, ISO       
NMFS has received a request from the U.S. Department of the Navy (Navy) for authorization to take marine mammals 
incidental to construction activities as part of waterfront improvement projects at several berths. Pursuant to the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS is requesting public comment on its proposal to issue an incidental harassment 
authorization (IHA) to the Navy to incidentally take marine mammals, by Level B harassment only, during the specified 
activity at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (the Shipyard) in Kittery, Maine. Comments and information must be received no 
later than September 8, 2016. 
 
Hazardous Materials: Notice of Applications for Special Permits 

Published 8/10/2016 
Reference ASME       
In accordance with the procedures governing the application for, and the processing of, special permits from the 
Department of Transportation's Hazardous Material Regulations (49 CFR part 107, subpart B), notice is hereby given that 
the Office of Hazardous Materials Safety has received the application described herein. Each mode of transportation for 
which a particular special permit is requested is indicated by a number in the “Nature of Application” portion of the table 
below as follows: 1—Motor vehicle, 2—Rail freight, 3—Cargo vessel, 4—Cargo aircraft only, 5—Passenger-carrying aircraft. 
Comments must be received on or before September 9, 2016. 
 
Removal of Program To Assess Organic Certifying Agencies in 7 CFR Part 37 

Published 8/9/2016 
Reference IEC, ISO       
This final rule informs the public that the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) of the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) is removing the Program to Assess Organic Certifying Agencies from the Code of Federal Regulations. 
This action removes unnecessary regulations from the CFR. Since the publication of the organic regulations, the Program to 
Assess Organic Certifying Agencies is no longer applicable or necessary. This rule is effective November 7, 2016 without 
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further action, unless adverse comment is received by September 8, 2016. If adverse comment is received, AMS will 
publish a timely withdrawal of the rule in the Federal Register. 
 
Special Permit Applications 

Published 8/10/2016 
Reference ISO       
In accordance with the procedures governing the application for, and the processing of, special permits from the 
Department of Transportation's Hazardous Material Regulations (49 CFR part 107, subpart B), notice is hereby given of the 
actions on special permits applications in (June to June 2016). The mode of transportation involved are identified by a 
number in the “Nature of Application” portion of the table below as follows: 1—Motor vehicle, 2—Rail freight, 3—Cargo 
vessel, 4—Cargo aircraft only, 5—Passenger-carrying aircraft. Application numbers prefixed by the letters EE represent 
applications for Emergency Special Permits. It should be noted that some of the sections cited were those in effect at the 
time certain special permits were issued. Notice of actions on special permit applications. 
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