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ANSI Position Statement on Reference to Standards and Building Codes

The American National Standards Institute (ANSI) is the policy forum for the U.S. voluntary consensus standards and conformity assessment communities and is recognized by both the public and private sectors as such.  Among other things, ANSI accredits standards developers and approves standards as American National Standards when those standards were developed in accordance with the requirements set forth in the ANSI Procedures for the Development and Coordination of American National Standards.  While ANSI believes that the approval of a document as an American National Standard indicates that a developer has undertaken steps to ensure that the standard represents a consensus of involved and affected stakeholders and is thus beneficial to the public interest, ANSI also recognizes that no single standardization system can address all the needs of the vast diversity of sectors within the United States.  

ANSI is pleased that the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), an ANSI Accredited Standards Developer, has chosen to develop and approve NFPA 5000™, Building Construction and Safety Code™, as an American National Standard.  Approval of a document as an American National Standard (ANS) indicates that the sponsor of that document voluntarily subjected the standard to an open, transparent, consensus development process subject to ANSI’s neutral third-party oversight.  Participation by a developer in the ANS process establishes a connection between that developer and the larger recognized network of ANSI-accredited standards developers who consider the interests of key stakeholders in industry, consumers, government and the public in developing American National Standards.  

ANSI is pleased that the International Code Congress (ICC), also an ANSI-accredited standards developer, has chosen to develop the ICC/ANSI A117.1-1998 Accessible and Usable Buildings and Facilities standard as an American National Standard.  At the same time, ICC has chosen not to submit its International Building Codes for approval as American National Standards. 

(continued)

A primary goal of the American National Standards development process is to provide standards that improve the quality of life in this country, promote U.S. business products and practices globally, and enable a public-private partnership that provides more flexibility than the government rule-making process.  The wide acceptance of American National Standards by industry and the government regardless of the standards development method used is evidence that the ANSI process is in harmony with the needs of those who use standards.  

ANSI-accredited standards developing organizations - and the experts that populate the consensus bodies of these groups as voting members - serve an important public interest function in devising American National Standards.  The public interest is both served and protected if the standards developer is accredited by ANSI and if its development process meets the Institute’s requirements for openness, balance, consensus and other due process safeguards. 

ANSI does not review or endorse the content of an American National Standard.   ANSI’s approval of a standard as such provides assurance that the standard was developed in compliance with all of ANSI’s due process-based requirements.  The American National Standards process ensures that there is an opportunity for all those who are interested in and affected by a standard to participate in its development.   Due process is key to ensuring that American National Standards are developed in an environment that is equitable, accessible and responsive to the requirements of various stakeholders.  The ANS process includes a series of checks-and-balances that provide comprehensive due process safeguards:

· Appeals provisions relating to the ANSI-accredited status of ANS developers and the approval of a standard as an ANS;

· Equal access to voting member status on consensus bodies;

· Public notice requirements at various phases in the development cycle, including an opportunity for public review and comment on all substantive drafts of the proposed standard;

· Consideration of all comments received whether from a voting member of a consensus body or a public review commenter; and

· Mandatory procedural audit of all ANSI-accredited developers as a condition of maintaining accreditation.  
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